
 

 

Victor P. Filippini, Jr. 
2715 Colfax Street 
Evanston IL 60201 

victor.filippini@filippinilawfirm.com 
 
 

Via E-Mail 
Chairman Klein and Commissioners  
Preservation Commission 
City of Evanston 
909 Davis Street 
Evanston IL 60201 
 

 Re: 25PRES-0125 – Landmark Nomination - 2600 Colfax Street,  
  Commonly known as Lincolnwood Elementary School (the “Application”) 
 
 
Dear Chairman Klein and Members of the Preservation Committee: 
 
 I am writing to express my support for the Application and the designation of 2600 Colfax 
Street, a/k/a the Lincolnwood Elementary School, (the “Property”) as a local landmark. Although 
I heartily support the Application, I wanted to focus on certain points that are particularly relevant 
to Criterion 8 for designation, to-wit: the Property’s “representation of an historic, cultural, 
architectural, archaeological or related theme expressed through distinctive areas, properties, 
structures, sites or objects that may or may not be contiguous.” 
 
 The Property was assembled over time, but the original portions of the Property were 
deeded to School District 75 (the predecessor school district to District 65)(the “District”) in the 
1910-1912 time period by at least four grantors: Adlai Ewing,1 Williamene C. Hough, and Zona 
and Edgar Patton.2 Those grantors had a clear desire to create a legacy gift for the community, 
as each of their deeds made clear that the lands were conveyed “for the use of inhabitants of [the] 
School District.” In other words, these original grantors of the Property intended that the soon-to-
be Lincolnwood School would be a forever community place for the use of those people located 
within the District.  
 
 The original vision for the Property was only enhanced when it was joined to the Perkins 
Woods forest preserve in 1948 via a deed from the City. That deed established a clear link 
between the school campus and the adjacent forest preserve by providing that “no building or 
structural improvement shall be located on the west 150 feet3 [which is] to be reserved, maintained 
and used for playground, park and recreational purposes and for no other use or purposes 
whatsoever.” Cook County Recorded Doc. 14452722 (emphasis added). 
 
 Over 100 years ago, the Evanston community received an incredible gift of the Property, 
and its plain purpose was to provide a community anchor through a school that would forever be 
““for the use of inhabitants” of the District. The Property – including the school buildings it has 

 
1 I understand that Adlai Ewing was related to the family that originally subdivided the land that comprises 
not only the Property but also the adjacent Perkins Woods forest preserve. See 1874 Ewing’s Addition to 
Evanston, recorded 31 July 1874 as document 171150.  
2 I have previously provided copies of these deeds to Chairman Klein. Copies are included with this letter. 
3 The west 150’ is the portion of the Property abutting Perkins Woods. 
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hosted by intent of the original grantors – presents a clear historic and cultural theme expressed 
through the legacy gifts of the original grantors, and enhanced by the only forest preserve within 
Evanston. The Commission should recognize that legacy and its expansion over the past 115 
years by designating the Property as a local landmark. 
 
 Thank you for your consideration. 
 

Sincerely, 

 

Victor P. Filippini, Jr 

 
Attachments 
 
 
 
4935-8773-6456, v. 1 
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