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Chicago Stars FC 2027-2032 Seasons 

Summary of Request 

 

The Chicago Stars is seeking approval of a Unique Use to allow them to host their 2027-2032 seasons at 

Ryan Field beginning in the fall of 2026/spring of 2027 (depending on stadium construction and 

opening).  

 

The requested Unique Use is critical to assist in remedying the historic inequitable access to 

infrastructure faced by women's professional sports franchises. However, in an attempt to address 

residents’ concerns regarding the open-ended, potentially precedential nature of this application, the 

Stars would accept a condition that the Unique Use be limited solely to this applicant and for a limited 

duration. 

Dates:  Fall 2026/March 2027 – November 2032 (Avg. 16 matches/season + potential playoff match) 

• Upon Ryan Field’s opening in the Fall of 2026/March 2027, the Stars request the permit be 

extended to Fall 2026 dates, which will be 4-8 matches. 

• All dates TBD, subject to the NWSL schedule 

• The Stars request a review of the Unique Use at year three, with the option to extend to an 

agreed upon period of time. 

Event Time: The Stars 2026 season schedule will be released in January 2026. Match days will vary but 

are typically scheduled at the following dates and times: 

• Wednesday - 7pm 

• Friday - 7pm 

• Saturday - anytime from 11am to 8pm  

• Sunday - anytime from 11am to 7pm 

*All times are Central  

Information about the Club 

The Chicago Stars Football Club is the premier women's soccer club in Chicago. Formerly known as the 

Chicago Red Stars, the team is a founding member of the NWSL. The team received its charter in 2006, 

chose a name in 2008 and played the first match in 2009 in the Women's Professional Soccer (WPS) 

league. Following the end of the WPS, the club joined the Women's Premier Soccer League (WPSL) 

before helping found the NWSL in 2013.  

The Stars have been home for legends of the game including Formiga (BRA), Carli Lloyd, Julie Ertz, 

Christen Press, Sam Kerr, Lori Chalupny and Megan Rapinoe, who was the club's first draft pick. The team 

is currently home to Olympic gold medalists Alyssa Naeher, Mallory Swanson and Julia Grosso, and 

Olympic silver medalist Ludmila. The Chicago Stars have made the NWSL playoffs in eight of the league's 

twelve seasons (2015- 2019, 2021-2023, 2024), the second most in league history behind only the 

Portland Thorns. The Stars made the NWSL Championship match in 2019 and 2021, as well as the first 

iteration of the league's Challenge Cup in 2020. 
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The Chicago Stars played their first three seasons at Benedictine University in Lisle, Illinois, before 

moving to SeatGeek Stadium in Bridgeview, Illinois. The Stars have been second, third and even fourth 

tier tenants at their previous stadiums, which has led to challenges with scheduling, maximizing the fan 

experience and recruiting talent. Since the change in ownership, the Stars have been seeking a new 

place to play with the ultimate goal of building a stadium of their own.  

In September of 2023, Laura Ricketts, along with a group of investors from the Chicagoland area, 

purchased the Club, marking a new era in the Club’s history. In the first year of ownership, the team 

hired former Chief Legal Officer at the U.S. Soccer Federation, Karen Leetzow, as President. From the 

players on the field to the staff behind the scenes, the entire Chicago Stars FC organization is working 

tirelessly to level the playing field on and off the pitch. Although our performance on the field is a top 

priority, the Stars are also committed to being active members of the community and empowering 

young women. Through partnerships with youth development organizations and non-profits dedicated 

to improving the lives of those they serve, the Stars proudly use their platform to provide access and 

opportunity.  

 
Expected attendees 

Match days will include a pre-match fan zone where fans will participate in games and vendor 

activations. A pre- or post-match clinic will be offered for select dates for young athletes to learn and 

enhance their soccer skills. A ticket will be required for everyone entering the fan zone and/or 

participating in the pre- or post-match clinic. 

• Stars Players/Team Staff – 75 

• Visiting Players/Team Staff – 75 

• Stars Event Staff – 150 

• Ryan Field Vendors – 250* 

• Luna Security – 200* 

• Parking Staff -25* 

• Broadcast – 25-30 

• Fans/General Public – 6,000-10,000 

*These staff will be managed by Ryan Field stadium management. 

Parking/Transportation  

Based on the projected attendance and a traffic study conducted by Kimley Horn, the Stars will utilize 

the Ryan Field parking lots as the main source of parking with a projection of 1,500-2,000 parked cars 

per match. Being accessible by public transportation, it is anticipated that Stars fans will select the CTA 

and Metra as other modes of transportation. Additionally, the Stars anticipate a high percentage of fans 

will travel on bicycle. The Stars intend to employ the use of a bike valet to increase bicycle ridership. To 

accommodate the cyclists, the team will ensure that there are an adequate number of bike racks where 

fans can store their bikes safely and securely. 

The Stars will comply with the agreement between Northwestern University (landlord) and the City of 

Evanston regarding traffic management. Additionally, the Stars will also comply with rideshare standards 

and geofencing Ryan Field has established.  
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The traffic study conducted by the Chicago Stars FC and Kimley Horn attached in Appendix A  for 

reference.  

Street Closure 

The Stars will abide by street closure processes established by Northwestern University and the City of 

Evanston.  

Match Day Arrival/Opening Times 

Chicago Stars staff – 3-4 hours prior to kick-off 

Pre-match clinic – 3 hours prior to kick-off 

Fan zone – 90 minutes prior to kick-off  

Gates open for match – 1 hour prior to kick-off 

Departure Times 

Fans/General Public – 2-2.5 hours after kick-off 

Chicago Stars staff – 3-4 hours post-match 

 

Auxiliary offerings  

All programming (F&B, vendors, fan fest, etc.) will occur within the footprint of Ryan Field and will only 

be available for ticket buyers.  

A pre-match Fan Zone will take place 90 minutes prior to kickoff. Currently included in the fan zone are 

listed below. All offerings are subject to change.  

• Soccer darts (inflatable) 

• Inflatable welcome arch 

• Lawn games 

• Eight (8) 10x10 tents for vendor activations 

• DJ 

• 1-2 merchandise tent(s) 

• Food and beverage portables – The Stars will leverage the existing food & beverage 

infrastructure established by Northwestern.  

• Mini pitch with inflatable walls 

• Other family friendly activations (such as facepainting, selfie photo stations, poster making, etc.)  

• Active member of Kulture City and will staff and maintain a sensory room at all Ryan Field 

matches 

Broadcast 

The Stars will comply with existing Northwestern broadcast infrastructure and processes. At least one (1) 

broadcast truck will be on site per match.  

The Stars are subject to the NWSL broadcast deal, which includes CBS, ESPN, Amazon Prime, and 

Victory+. The Stars are currently partnered with Marquee Sports Network and FOX 32 for local coverage 

and storytelling. Stars/Evanston news coverage can be viewed in Appendix B 
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Event Operations Plan 

The Stars are subject to other Ryan Field’s users’ schedules, and these timelines are subject to 

availability. All vendors will utilize the loading dock for load-in and load out.  

• Pending other Ryan Field users’ schedules, our Event crew will perform setup duties either the 

day before the match or the day of the match. The Stars Event crew will be on site preparing the 

stadium and meeting with vendors. All staff will either take public transit or park on site and 

operate within the footprint of Ryan Field.  

o Load-In – 8 hours 

o Load-Out – 3-4 hours 

• TGI is the Stars vendor for LED field boards. Pending match time and the Ryan Field schedule, TGI 

will be on site the day before or the day of the match. The Stars will adopt Northwestern’s 

agreed upon process with the City of Evanston for truck routes to Ryan Field 

o Load-in – 8 hours 

o Load-out – 3-4 hours 

• The Stars will utilize match presentation offerings available at Ryan Field as a condition of lease 

between Stars and Northwestern 

Security 

The safety of all Stars fans and guests is paramount to our operation. The Stars will work with 

Northwestern, the City, and a third-party security agency to achieve this. Per municipal code 6-15-7-2, 

the Stars will comply with Northwestern University’s (landlord) agreement with the City of Evanston 

regarding match-day security and intend to participate in regular pre-match meetings with the 

appropriate stakeholders.  

Stadium Configuration 

We will operate under the confines of our lease with Northwestern and will focus on selling seats in the 

lower bowl. Northwestern will agree to configure to a standard soccer field with two goals, benches for 

home and visiting players and officials score table. 

The Stars will not open all gates and determine the number of gates based on attendance. Entrances 1 

and 2 are outlined in the site map below. 

The fan zone will operate within the footprint of Ryan Field.  

The Stars intend to only utilize the first level of Ryan Field for ticketed fans.  
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Economic Impact 

As a tax-paying tenant of Ryan Field, the Stars will bring in significant tax revenue to the City of Evanston, 

as well as benefit local businesses from matchday vendors, tourism from Stars fans, hotel stays for the 

away team, and more. The Stars anticipate almost $550,000 in tax revenue from ticket sales, parking, 

and concessions. The full economic impact study can be found in Appendix C 
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Appendix A 
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Appendix B 

2025 Evanston Community Outreach Clips 
 
Chicago Stars FC News 
 
Chicago Stars FC to play lakefront match at Northwestern University 
FOX Chicago 
Cassie Carlson 
May 19, 2025 
 
Chicago Stars to Play in Evanston in September  
Univision Chicago 
May 19, 2025 
 
Chicago Stars to Play at Northwestern 
WGN-AM 
May 19, 2025 
 
Chicago’s NWSL Team Coming to Northwestern for Lakefront Faceoff 
Sports Illustrated 
Ryan Cole 
May 19, 2025 
 
Chicago Stars FC vs Orlando Pride Will Be Played at Martin Stadium in Evanston on September 7 
On Tap Sports  
Joe Chatz 
May 19, 2025 
 
Chicago Stars Looking to Play 2026 in Evanston 
ABC Chicago 
May 20, 2025 
 
Chicago Stars Approved to Play in Evanston in 2026 
NBC Chicago 
May 21, 2025 
 
Chicago Stars soccer team to ‘test run’ Evanston stadium at Northwestern as they consider move there 
Chicago Tribune 
Phil Rockrohr 
May 23, 2025 
 
City greenlights Chicago Stars to play at NU’s lakefront stadium 
Evanston Roundtable 

https://www.fox32chicago.com/video/1643600
https://iqmediacorp.com/ExternalIframeMedia/?mediaID=1930c1fe-fec8-4879-9769-c09979ea1aa6&isRM=false
https://iqmediacorp.com/ExternalIframeMedia/?mediaID=4947a1ac-0275-4aee-9bee-b78db7daa131&isRM=false
https://www.si.com/college/northwestern/news/chicago-s-nwsl-team-coming-northwestern-lakefront-faceoff
https://ontapsportsnet.com/chicago-stars-fc/chicago-stars-fc-vs-orlando-pride-will-be-played-at-martin-stadium-in-evanston-on-september-7
https://www.chicagotribune.com/2025/05/22/chicago-stars-soccer-team-test-run-evanston-northwestern/
https://evanstonroundtable.com/2025/05/19/city-greenlights-chicago-stars-to-play-at-nus-lakefront-stadium/
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Alex Harrison 
May 19, 2025 
 
Pro soccer coming to lakefront stadium 
Evanston Now 
Bill Smith 
May 20, 2025 
 
‘People don’t feel like they have to win games’ at Unity Soccer Festival 
Evanston Roundtable 
Alexis Rogers 
July 12, 2025 
 
Chicago Stars FC to Unveil Plans for 2026 Season 
NBC Chicago 
September 3, 2025 
 
Chicago Stars Announce Plans to Move for 2026 Season 
NBC Chicago 
September 3, 2025 
 
Chicago Stars Announce It Will Play 2026 Home Games in Evanston 
ABC Chicago 
September 3, 2025 
 
Chicago Stars FC Commissions Mural; Will Have New Home Field for 2026 
WGN 
September 3, 2025 
 
Chicago Stars Move to Northwestern Medicine Field at Martin Stadium 
WLS-AM 
September 3, 2025 
 
Chicago Stars Move to Northwestern Medicine Field at Martin Stadium 
WBBM-AM 
September 3, 2025 
 
Chicago Stars Move to Northwestern Medicine Field at Martin Stadium 
WBEZ 
September 3, 2025 
 
Chicago Stars to spend at least the 2026 NWSL season on Northwestern’s campus 
Sports Business Journal 
Bret McCormick 
September 3, 2025 

https://evanstonnow.com/pro-soccer-coming-to-lakefront-stadium/
https://evanstonroundtable.com/2025/07/12/evanston-unity-soccer-festival-2025/
https://iqmediacorp.com/ExternalIframeMedia?mediaID=efc60ef3-1a2e-4acb-928b-7acdc424ba49&isRM=false&rawMediaType=TV
https://iqmediacorp.com/ExternalIframeMedia?mediaID=2d7762b6-fc5c-479a-9e1e-e9f4b8765ac1&isRM=false&rawMediaType=TV
https://iqmediacorp.com/ExternalIframeMedia?mediaID=595819be-c430-46ad-a83a-0d08e5623126&isRM=false&rawMediaType=TV
https://iqmediacorp.com/ExternalIframeMedia?mediaID=64356c67-446c-48d6-b6cc-3b403aad6bef&isRM=false&rawMediaType=Radio
https://iqmediacorp.com/ExternalIframeMedia?mediaID=33202510-8ac9-4b65-8507-25da9ba5c9a2&isRM=false&rawMediaType=Radio
https://iqmediacorp.com/ExternalIframeMedia?mediaID=580fd04c-7061-4b82-82f5-99a8f5df833d&isRM=false&rawMediaType=Radio
https://www.sportsbusinessjournal.com/Articles/2025/09/03/chicago-stars-to-spend-at-least-the-2026-nwsl-season-on-northwesterns-campus/
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Chicago Stars FC reveal move to Northwestern Medicine Field at Martin Stadium in Evanston for 2026 
NWSL season 
CBS Sports 

Sandra Herrera 

September 3, 2025 

 
Chicago Stars will play their 2026 NWSL season at Northwestern’s lakefront Martin Stadium 
Chicago Tribune 
Colleen Kane 
September 3, 2025 
 
Chicago Stars to play 2026 season at Northwestern’s Martin Stadium 
The Athletic  
Melanie Anzidei 
September 3, 2025 
 
Chicago Stars to play 2026 season at Northwestern Medicine Field 
Evanston RoundTable 
Margo Milanowski 
September 3, 2025 
 
Women’s pro soccer moving to Evanston 
Evanston Now 
Jeff Hirsh 
September 3, 2025 
 
Chicago Stars FC Move to Evanston After 12 Years in Bridgeview 
Front Office Sports 
Annie Costabile 
September 4, 2025 
 
Chicago Stars announce new home stadium in Evanston for 2026 
Marquee Sports Network 
Staff Report 
September 3, 2025 
 

Chicago Stars FC to play 2026 home matches at Martin Stadium in Evanston 

On Tap Sports 

Joe Chatz 

September 3, 2025 

 

Chicago Stars leaving Bridgeview, moving to Evanston 

Southwest Regional Publishing 

Mike Clark 

September 3, 2025 

https://www.cbssports.com/soccer/news/chicago-stars-fc-reveal-move-to-northwestern-medicine-field-at-martin-stadium-in-evanston-for-2026-nwsl-season/
https://www.cbssports.com/soccer/news/chicago-stars-fc-reveal-move-to-northwestern-medicine-field-at-martin-stadium-in-evanston-for-2026-nwsl-season/
https://www.chicagotribune.com/2025/09/03/chicago-stars-northwestern-martin-stadium/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/6594866/2025/09/03/chicago-stars-stadium-2026-new/?utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=sccrtw&source=twitterhq
https://evanstonroundtable.com/2025/09/03/chicago-stars-move-northwestern/
https://evanstonnow.com/womens-pro-soccer-moving-to-evanston/
https://www.printfriendly.com/print?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffrontofficesports.com%2Fchicago-stars-fc-move-to-evanston-after-12-years-in-bridgeview%2F
https://www.marqueesportsnetwork.com/chicago-stars-fc-new-stadium-2026-evanston-northwestern/
https://ontapsportsnet.com/chicago-stars-fc/embargoed-until-9-am-on-sept-3-chicago-stars-fc-to-play-2026-home-matches-at-martin-stadium-in-evanston/
https://southwestregionalpublishing.com/2025/09/03/chicago-stars-leaving-bridgeview-moving-to-evanston/
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Stars FC will play 2026 home games at Northwestern’s Martin Field 

GalPal Sports 

Lesley Ryder 

September 3, 2025 

 

Chicago Stars FC moves out of Bridgeview to Northwestern Medicine Field at Martin Stadium in 

Evanston 

CBSChicago.com 

Sara Tenenbaum 

September 3, 2025 

 

Chicago Stars to play 2026 season at Northwestern University 

Pro Soccer Wire/USA Today 

Seth Vertelney 

September 3, 2025 

 

NWSL’s Stars announce move to Northwestern campus 

AP News 

September 3, 2025 

 
Chicago Stars to play ‘26 season at Northwestern’s stadium 
ESPN 
Jeff Kassouf 
September 3, 2025 
 
Chicago Stars Announce Move to Northwestern Stadium for 2026 NWSL Season 
Just Women’s Sports 
JWS Staff 
September 4, 2025 
 
Chicago Stars FC announce Northwestern Medicine Field as new home for 2026 
All For XI 
Melina Gaspar 
September 3, 2025 
 
Soccer or no, stadium will go 
Evanston Now 
Jeff Hirsh 
September 3, 2025 
Chicago Stars FC Announces Activations for Wintrust Lakefront Faceoff Match 
BVM Sports 
BVM Sportsdesk 
September 4, 2025 

https://galpalsports.com/db/stars-fc-will-play-2026-home-games-at-northwesterns-martin-field
https://www.cbsnews.com/chicago/news/chicago-stars-move-out-bridgeview-northwestern-medicine-evanston/
https://www.cbsnews.com/chicago/news/chicago-stars-move-out-bridgeview-northwestern-medicine-evanston/
https://prosoccerwire.usatoday.com/story/sports/nwsl/2025/09/03/chicago-stars-to-play-2026-season-at-northwestern-university/85957819007/
https://apnews.com/article/chicago-stars-nwsl-northwestern-b1556d94624cf45ae6a2353e77808ae8
https://www.espn.com/soccer/story/_/id/46146529/chicago-stars-play-26-season-northwestern-stadium
https://justwomenssports.com/reads/chicago-stars-announce-move-to-northwestern-stadium-for-2026-nwsl-season/
https://www.allforxi.com/nwsl/8563/chicago-stars-announced-northwestern-medicine-field-at-martin-stadium-new-home-field-for-2026-nwsl-national-womens-soccer-league
https://evanstonnow.com/soccer-or-no-stadium-will-go/
https://bvmsports.com/2025/09/04/chicago-stars-fc-announces-activations-for-wintrust-lakefront-faceoff-match/
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Recap: Chicago Stars vs Orlando Pride 
GN Sports 
September 7, 2025 
 
Recap: Chicago Stars vs. Orlando Pride 
Fox Chicago 
September 7, 2025 
 
Recap: Chicago Stars vs Orlando Pride 
Univision Chicago 
September 7, 2025 
 
Recap: Chicago Stars vs Orlando Pride 
Fan Duel Sports Network 
September 7, 2025 
 
Sam Staab with a Spectacular Goal vs. Orlando Pride 
Yahoo! Sports 
September 7, 2025 
 
Chicago Stars dazzle Evanston crowd in win over Orlando Pride 
Evanston Roundtable 
Astry Rodriguez 
September 7, 2025 
 
Chicago Stars set season-high attendance in a win at Northwestern’s lakefront Martin Stadium, their 
2026 home 
Chicago Tribune 
Kalen Lumpkins 
September 7, 2025 
 
Photos: Chicago Stars defeat Orlando Pride in the ‘Lakefront Faceoff’ in Evanston 
Chicago Tribune 
Eileen Meslar 
September 7, 2025 
 
Chicago Stars defeat NWSL champs in match at NU 
Windy City Times 
Andrew Davis 
September 7, 2025 
Women’s pro soccer achieves Lakefront goals 
Evanston Now 
Jeff Hirsch 
September 8, 2025 

https://iqmediacorp.com/ExternalIframeMedia?mediaID=25911378-2a67-47dc-b21a-5ea50e85d10c&isRM=false&rawMediaType=TV
https://iqmediacorp.com/ExternalIframeMedia?mediaID=540ed9b4-2059-48e4-a7e8-a2f5c68b048d&isRM=false&rawMediaType=TV
https://iqmediacorp.com/ExternalIframeMedia?mediaID=a7dda405-0ee2-4f17-8ddc-d79b24200c9b&isRM=false&rawMediaType=TV
https://iqmediacorp.com/ExternalIframeMedia?mediaID=0604cdb3-9519-4aa2-adbd-bfd70b19efbb&isRM=false&rawMediaType=TV
https://sports.yahoo.com/video/sam-staab-spectacular-goal-vs-202356614.html
https://evanstonroundtable.com/2025/09/08/stars-pride-lakefront-faceoff/
https://www.chicagotribune.com/2025/09/07/chicago-stars-orlando-pride-martin-stadium/
https://www.chicagotribune.com/2025/09/07/chicago-stars-orlando-pride-martin-stadium/
https://www.chicagotribune.com/2025/09/07/photos-chicago-stars-orlando-pride-lakefront-faceoff-evanston/
https://windycitytimes.com/2025/09/08/chicago-stars-defeat-nwsl-champs-in-match-at-nu/
https://evanstonnow.com/womens-pro-soccer-achieves-lakefront-goals/
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A Chicago Stars-Filled Day 
Global Traveler Magazine 
John Wroblewski 
September 15, 2025 
 
Chicago Stars head to temporary home 
Coliseum News 
September 22, 2025 

https://www.globaltravelerusa.com/blog/a-chicago-stars-filled-day/
https://www.coliseum-online.com/chicago-stars-head-to-temporary-home/
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Appendix C 

 

 

 

 

 


