
 
 

AGENDA 
Preservation Commission 

  Tuesday, February 10, 2026  
909 Davis Street, Floor 2 Council Chambers 7:00 PM  

  
   

Page 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER/DECLARATION OF A QUORUM 
  
 
2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
  

Members of the public are afforded three minutes per person to address the 
Commission generally. Members of the public wishing to provide testimony on new 
or unfinished business shall be given the opportunity to do so following 
presentation by the applicant in a manner and under time limits determined by the 
Chair. 

 
3. OLD BUSINESS 
    
A. 

 
25PRES-0125 – Landmark Nomination - 2600 Colfax Street, 
commonly known as Lincolnwood Elementary School  
The Commission will continue its public hearing, opened on January 
13, 2026, on the proposed nomination, considering all testimony or 
evidence relating to the designation criteria in Subsections 2-8-4(A) 
and (B).  
For Action 
25PRES-0125 – Landmark Nomination - 2600 Colfax Street, 
commonly known as Lincolnwood Elementary School - Attachment - 
Pdf 

 
3 - 133 

 
 
4. NEW BUSINESS 
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A. 

 
Resolution 25PRES-0120 - Landmark Nomination - 2700 Hurd 
Avenue - Frances Willard Elementary School  
Approving the Commissions report and determining that the 
nominated landmark meets the criteria for designation, and thereby 
requesting the City Manager transmit the approved report and the 
Commission's recommendation that the Evanston City Council 
designate the lots of record and school structure at 2700 Hurd 
Avenue, Frances Willard Elementary School, as an Evanston 
landmark.  
For Action 
2700 Hurd Avenue_Preservation Commission Resolution 
2700 HURD AVENUE_DRAFT REPORT 
Exhibit 2 Landmark Nomination and Sub-Exhibits 

 
134 - 256 

   
B. 

 
26PRES-0003 – 1122 Judson Avenue – Landmark – Lakeshore 
Historic District  
Jennifer P. Holtz, architect and applicant on behalf of the homeowner, 
submits for a Certificate of Appropriateness to construct a single story 
addition and wraparound porch at the homes rear volume. 
 
Applicable Standards: Alteration [1-10]; and Construction [1-8; and 
10-15].  
For Action 
26PRES-0003 – 1122 Judson Avenue – Landmark – Lakeshore 
Historic District - Pdf 

 
257 - 290 

 
 
5. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
    
A. 

 
January 13, 2026 
Preservation Commission Special Meeting - Jan 13 2026 - Minutes - 
Html 

 
291 - 292 

 
 
6. ADJOURNMENT 
  

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Preservation Commission is Tuesday, 
March 10 with an application deadline of February 17. 

 
 
Order & Agenda Items are subject to change. Information about the Preservation Commission is available at: Preservation Commission 
Questions can be directed to Cade W. Sterling at 847-448-8231 or at csterling@cityofevanston.org The city is committed to ensuring 
accessibility for all citizens; if an accommodation is needed to participate in this meeting, please contact the Planning and Zoning Division at 
(847-448-8687) 48 hours in advance so that arrangements can be made for the accommodation if possible. Español - La ciudad de Evanston 
tiene la obligación de hacer accesibles todas las reuniones públicas a las personas minusválidas o a quienes no hablan inglés. Si usted 
necesita ayuda, favor contacte de la Oficina de Planificación y Zonificación llamando al (847/448-8687) o csterlingz@cityofevanston.org con 
48 horas de anticipación para acomodar su pedido en lo posible 
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 Memorandum 
 
To:  Members of the Preservation Commission 

From: Cade Sterling, Planner 

Subject: 25PRES-0125 – Landmark Nomination - 2600 Colfax Street, 
commonly known as Lincolnwood Elementary School 

Date:  February 10, 2026 

 
Recommended Action: 
The Commission shall continue its public hearing on the proposed nomination, considering all 
testimony or evidence relating to the designation criteria in Subsections 2-8-4(A) and (B), 
from any person who makes written submissions or appears at the public hearing. Within 
seventy (70) days following the close of the public hearing, the Commission shall make a 
determination upon the evidence as to whether the nominated landmark or district does or 
does not meet the criteria for designation in Subsections 2-8-4(A) and (B) 
 
Commission Action: 
For Action 
 
Summary: 
Julia Vaughan, resident, nominates the property at 2600 Colfax Street, commonly known as 
Lincolnwood Elementary School, for designation by ordinance as a landmark 
 
The applicant nominates the property under criterion: 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, and 10. 
  
The public hearing was continued to February 10 to allow the School District additional 
time to research the property's title, the results of which would influence the position 
the District took on the proposed nomination.  
  
Construction Date:  
1950; 1953 addition 
 
Style:  
Georgian Revival (Neo-Revival) 
 
Condition:  
Excellent 
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Integrity:  
Good 
 
Architect of Record: 
Armstrong Furst and Tilton (later Furst and Tilton) 
 
Owner:  
Evanston Skokie School District #65 
 
Setting: 
Lincolnwood Elementary School is located in northwest Evanston on a large tract of land 
between Perkins Woods to the west, McDaniel Avenue to the east, Colfax Street to the north, 
and Grant Street to the south. Despite the large lot on which the school is sited, and its 
imposing footprint, the structure's mass is skillfully broken down into smaller volumes with a 
residential vocabulary and scale harmonious with the surrounding suburban built fabric. The 
surrounding residential areas contain a diverse mix of housing types, sizes, and styles. Large 
revival houses designed by local architects for original owner-occupants are interspersed with 
equally large and modest revival houses, bungalows, and other smaller vernacular typologies 
built by contractor-builders for speculation.  
 
Much of the surrounding fabric was included in the surveyed and proposed northwest 
Evanston Historic District. Although a historic district was never established, this area 
contains significant concentrations of individual landmarks – a testament to its architectural 
heritage. Its significant built environment includes extensions of the street network within the 
original 1868 plat of the Village of North Evanston. This purposeful system of expansive 
parkways (Park Place to the north, Lincoln Street to the south, and Central Park Avenue to 
the west) connects various merchant districts and important institutional resources and a 
system of small and large public parks and open spaces. Lincolnwood Elementary was 
identified as a significant contributing resource to the potential historic district and as a core 
community and institutional amenity. 
 
Numerous large oaks within the surrounding neighborhoods are remnants of the area's 
pastoral history and reminders that oak trees abounded in the area before it was developed. 
Many elm trees planted on the parkways at the time of development still arch gracefully over 
a number of streets. 
 
History: 
The original Lincolnwood School, built by one of Chicago’s most notable architects, Dwight 
Perkins under the firm Perkins, Fellows, and Hamilton, was built in 1914 on land previously 
annexed by the City of Evanston in 1874. The modestly scaled original school, sited along 
McDaniel Avenue, was intimately associated with the development pattern and physical form 
of northwest Evanston and its surrounding neighborhoods -- growing in tandem with one 
another and acting as one of its preeminent community institutions.  
 
This time is also inexorably linked to a period of Evanston’s history in which the foundation of 
segregated schools and early forms of exclusionary real-estate and lending practices were 
laid. During this period, Evanston also enacted early land use regulations. These included 
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regulation of apartment construction (1901), new height restrictions, minimum room sizes, as 
well as minimum lot sizes (1915), establishment of "restricted residential districts” (1916), the 
State passage of legislation allowing municipal regulation of land use (1919), establishment 
of a zoning commission (1919), and adoption of the States first zoning ordinance (1921). 
Unlike other areas of Evanston, northwest Evanston was largely developed and built-out 
under these early land use controls and market conditions -- creating a unique and 
harmonious built character still seen to this day. 
 
Northwest Evanston had been sparsely populated prior to this time and the area was served 
by the Crandon School (1874-1924), todays Independence Park, and Foster School (1905-
1967). Northeast Evanston was served by the Noyes School (1882-1975). In anticipation of 
development pressures in the area, the School District and community began searching for 
new land to develop at the turn of the century. Decisions on the location for new schools 
would be influenced by newly established neighborhood improvement associations. Orrington 
Elementary, designed by Raeder and Coffin, would be constructed in 1912. The original 
Lincolnwood Elementary School designed by Perkins Fellows and Hamilton would be 
constructed in 1914 (demolished in the early 1940s). The Crandon School was in poor 
condition and not large enough to accommodate additional growth in northwest Evanston. 
Additional by accommodatedbenot couldnorthwest in growth population Evanston 
Lincolnwood's modest size either. Lincolnwood was also in poor condition with significant 
structural issues discovered in the 1930s. As a solution, the district, despite early preferences 
for alternative solutions, ultimately decided to close Crandon following construction and the 
opening of Willard Elementary in 1924. The property was later conveyed to the City. Foster 
School was expanded in the 1920s and 1930s, and became more segregated during this 
period. Lincolnwood, not unlike many other schools, would play a role in Evanston's later 
desegregation efforts.  
  
The original Lincolnwood School was demolished in the early 1940s at which time additional 
land was conveyed to the District, allowing for construction of the structure that stands today. 
It remains unsubstantiated that, despite its use today, the location of the school was 
intentional to utilize its surroundings, including the Forest Preserve, as an outdoor classroom 
and laboratory. The availability of the land the original and current school are located on, as 
well as the availability of today's Perkins Woods, and the previous Spencer Park, is likely 
related more to the poor quality of the land which continues to be prone to areal flooding 
resulting in soil conditions that impacted the construction of both schools and the ultimate 
demolition of the original school.  
  
The demolition of the original school fractured a tangible association between the school as a 
catalyst or precursor for the area's rapid development under inexorable land use controls and 
market with individuals prominent associations original schools The practices. historic 
including Dwight and Lucy Perkins, and Larry Perkins were similarly and irrevocably severed 
when school, an constitutes existing evolutionary However, demolished.was it the 
component of its history, maintaining its utility as a community asset, despite its construction 
being outside the surrounding area's period of architectural and developmental significance. 
As such, the current school may have gained significance in its own right.  
 
Armstrong Furst and Tilton(1927 to ~1955) 
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Armstrong, Furst, and Tilton was a prominent Chicago area architecture and engineering firm 
which specialized in institutional design between the 1920s and 1950s. The firm, founded in 
1927, is best known for its work in the Gothic Revival style. Retrospectively, the firm's early 
body of work was grounded in precedent and represents skilled revivalism during a period of 
rapid change and experimentation in the field of architecture. John Armstrong and William 
Furst were both residents of Glencoe. John Tilton was born in LaGrange and resided in 
Chicago for much of his life. John Armstrong would leave the firm in 1950. Tilton would 
continue working with the firm in a minor capacity starting in the early 1930s when he 
returned to his alma mater Cornell and began a long career in academia. The firm, 
particularly its work in the 1920s and 1930s had a lasting impact on the built fabric of Chicago 
and the North Shore.  
 
Notable projects include: 
  

 North School Glencoe (1928) Demolished 
 Sunny Gymnasium University of Chicago (1929) Landmark, NRHP 
 Judd Hall University of Chicago (1931) Landmark, NRHP 
 Seabury Western Theological Seminary Evanston (1933) Landmark, NRHP 
 Central School Glencoe Illinois (1938) Landmark 
 Glenview Community Church (1946) 
 St. Marks Episcopal Church Glen Ellyn (1949) 

  
Maurice Webster, native son of Evanston and then member of the Board of Education, is 
documented by Margery Perkins in her inventory of Evanston Schools (1978) as having an 
influence on the design of Lincolnwood School as well. Webster also attended Cornell.  
  

thequestion into puts whichPerkins Larryhistory oral ansupports history This by 
associations between the schools visual expression and architect John Tilton. Notably, the 
architectural expression of the school contrasts the predominant Gothic Revival style of John 
Tiltons previous work, which has deep associations with his experience in Europe during 
World War One. According to Larry Perkins, the design of the school was driven by the 
School District itself which required it be Georgian in style as well as other requirements of 
form and massing. This is supported by other schools designed during the same period which 
were heavily influenced by the School District, particularly Maurice Webster. The use of large 
arched windows in both designs is more a reflection of both the Georgian and Gothic Revival 
styles, not a unique characteristic of Tilton's work.  
 
Georgian Revival (1910-1930): 
The Georgian Revival style, a subclass of the Colonial Revival style, emerged in Evanston in 
the early 1900s. The resurgence in popularity was fueled in part by the 1876 U.S. Centennial 
Exposition in Philadelphia. Architects of the revival period used the style for a variety of 
buildings, from large estate homes, to more modest homes built for speculation, institutional 
resources, schools, and government buildings.  
 
The style borrows heavily from classical architecture including proportion and detailing using 
elements such as cornices, dentil moldings, stone string and belt courses, decorative window 
hoods, quoins, and ornate Palladian windows. Windows are often large, multi-pane, double or 
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single hung windows arranged in horizontal and vertical rows. Entrances are prominent and 
often adorned with decorative moldings, finials, or other unique elements. Georgian buildings 
are most frequently made of red brick and incorporate a balanced, symmetrical façade.  
 
Public Notice: 
The owner of record and school administrators were notified by mail within the timeframe 
required by code. The property was signed on December 16.   
 
Public Comment: 
Staff has not received any additional public comment to date.  
 
Criteria for designation 

a making incriteria the to following their limit shall Commission The consideration
determination on a nomination for designation by ordinance as a landmark. The Commission 
is not bound by only the criteria which the property was nominated under. Nor is the 
Commission provided The applicant. the by testimony bound report the by only and 
Commission may use its own expertise and special knowledge to supplement and add to the 
body of testimony and documentation.  
  

1. Its location as a site of a significant historic or prehistoric event or activity which may or 
may not have taken place within or involved the use of any existing improvements on 
the property; 

2. Its identification with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the historic, 
cultural, architectural, archaeological or related aspect of the development of the City, 
State, Midwest region or the United States; 

3. Its exemplification of an architectural type, style or design distinguished by innovation, 
rarity, uniqueness or overall quality of design, detail, materials or craftsmanship; 

4. Its identification as the work of an architect, designer, engineer or builder whose 
individual work is significant in the history or development of the City, the State, the 
Midwest region or the United States; 

5. Its exemplification of important planning and urban design techniques distinguished by 
innovation, rarity, uniqueness or overall quality of design or detail; 

6. Its association with important cultural or social aspects or events in the history of the 
City, the State, the Midwest region or the United States; 

7. Its location as a site of an important archaeological resource; 
8. Its representation of an historic, cultural, architectural, archaeological or related theme 

expressed through distinctive areas, properties, structures, sites or objects that may or 
may not be contiguous; 

9. Its unique location or distinctive physical appearance or presence representing an 
established and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood, community or the City; 

10. Its exemplification of a pattern of neighborhood development or settlement significant 
to the cultural history or traditions of the City, whose components may lack individual 
distinction. 

And; 
 
Integrity of Landmarks and Districts:  
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 Any area, property, structure, site or object that meets any one or more of the criteria 
above and design,location, of materials sufficient have alsoshall integrity
workmanship to make it worthy of preservation or restoration.  

  
Public Hearing Process: 
A motion to open the public hearing shall be made and properly seconded. Following opening 
of the public hearing, public comment will be taken in a manner determined by the Chair. 
After the conclusion of public comment, the applicant shall present their report and findings 
as to how the property meets the nomination criteria. Owner consent is not required. The 
owner of the property shall be afforded due time to present their own findings for or against 
the designation criteria. Both the applicant and property owner shall be provided opportunity 
for cross examination. The Commission may then ask questions of all parties who shall also 
be afforded equal opportunity for rebuttal.  
 
Following the gathering of new testimony and documentation, the Commission may then 
make a motion to either close, or continue the public hearing. Following a motion to close the 
public hearing, the Commission shall discuss each of the ten designation criteria and the 
integrity criterion. In order to recommend designation, the Commission must find that at least 
one the to integrity significant retains property that the met, are criteria tenof and 
communicate its past and social, cultural, historical, or architectural significance effectively.  
 
If none of the criteria are thought to be met, or if the property retains insufficient integrity, the 
nomination process shall end and the Commission may take a vote to end the nomination 
process at any time. If the nomination criteria are thought to be met, the Commission will 
move to creation of its recommendation report and findings, to be transmitted via resolution to 
the City Council within no more than 70 days.  
 
Attachments: 
Nomination Form for Lincolnwood_22-OCT-2025 
Nomination of Lincolnwood School-compressed 
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NOMINATIONFEE: $100.00

CITY OF EVANSTON PRESERVATION COMMISSION
2100 Ridge Avenue, Evanston, IL60201

(847) 448-8687

APPLICATION FOR NOMINATIONOF A PROPERTY, STRUCTURE, SITE OR OBJECT FOR DESIGNATIONBY
ORDINANCEAS A LANDMARK

(Please Print or Type and check applicable boxes. Attach additional 8-1/2 x 11"sheets as necessary)
—-——————___.__._____.___________________________________

1. tialndmarkNomination (for individual nomination of a property, structure, site or object submit the informatione ow:

a) Address of property, structure, site or object being nominated:

Street #1 2600 Street Name: Colfax Street Zip: 60201
b) Real Estate Index Number: 10-11408-0010000 & 10—11-409-001-0000 Zoning: Ogen Sgace

0) Original Architect/Contractor (if known): Current: Armstrong,Furst &Triton;Original:Perkins, Fellows &Hamilton

d) Year Built (if known): 1949 Architectural Style: Georgian Revival

Primary Exterior Building Material(s): BrickILimestone

e) Signi?cance:

{2!Architectural EHistorical Cl Archaeological Z] Cultural

f) ls property, structure, site or object within an existing historic district? :I Yes E!No

if yes: CI Lakeshore El Ridge Ct Northeast Evanston
M NOTE: Ifthe nomination is for a property, structure, site or object with no of?cial street address, please

indicate its location on the attached city map.

2. Provide legal description of property, structure, site or object being nominated:
LincolnwoodElementary School

W

M

3. Owner of record shall be established by reference to the most current property tax assessment rolls asmaintained by the Assessor of Cook County.

a) Name of owner(s) of record of area, property, structure, site or object being nominated:
Evanston ISkokie School District 65

research@district65.net
b) Phone #: 847.859.8000 E-mail: communications@district65.net

qureshia@district65.net
0) (Mailing Address) Street #: 1500 Street Name: McDanielAvenue

City: Evanston State: Illinois Zip: 60201

Page 1 of 2
Page 7 of 131

A. Page 9 of 292



NOMINATIONFEE: $100.00

Please submit complete information as required in the Evanston Historic PreservationOrdinance,Section2—8—4:Criteria for Designation. Provide relevant information (when applicable) for each single item listed in Section
2—8-4.You may include documents and photographs to emphasize the signi?canceof_thenominatedarea,property, structure, site or object for designation by ordinance as a landmark or historicdistrict.Use 8-1/2"x 11"attachment sheets.

2-8—4.- CRITERIAFOR DESIGNATION.

(A)

(B)

5.

Submit the nomination formto: Evanston reservation Commission, 2100 RidgeAvenue, Evanston, IL 6020]

Every nominatedlandmarkor districtmust meet one or more of the followingspeci?ed criteriafor designation.

The Commission shall limittheir consideration to the followingcriteria in making a determination on a nominationof anarea, property, structure, site or object for designation by ordinance as a landmark or historic district:
1. Its location as a site of a signi?cant historic or prehistoric event or activitywhich may or may not have taken pIacewithin or involved the use of any existing improvements on the property;

2. Its identi?cation with a person or personswho signi?cantly contributed to the historic, cultural, architectural,archaeological or related aspect of the development of the City, State, Midwest region or the United States;
3. Its exempli?cation of an architectural type, style ordesign distinguished by innovation, rarity, uniqueness or overallquality of design, detail, materials or craftsmanship;

4. Its identi?cation as the work of an architect, designer, engineer or builder whose individuaiwork is signi?cant inthe history or development of the City, the State, the Midwest region or the United States;

5. Its exempli?cation of important planning and urban design techniques distinguished by innovation, rarity,uniqueness or overall quality of design or detail;

6. Its association with important culturalor social aspects or events inthe history of the City, the State, the Midwestregion or the United States;

7. Its location as a site of an important archaeological resource;

8. Its representation of an historic, cultural, architectural, archaeological or related theme expressed throughdistinctive areas, properties, structures, sites or objects that may or may not be contiguous;

9. Its unique locationordistinctive physical appearance or presence representing an established and familiarvisualfeature of a neighborhood, community or the City;

10. Its exempli?cation of a pattern of neighborhood development or settlement signi?cant to the cultural history ortraditions of the City, whose components may lack individualdistinction.

Integrity of Landmarks and Districts.Any area, property, structure, site or object that meets any one or more of thecriteria in Subsection 2—8—4(A)shall also have suf?cient integrity of location, design, materials and workmanship tomake it worthy of preservation or restoration.

3) Name of Applicant(s); person(s) who submit(s) this nomination for Landmark designation:
Julia Vaughan
b) Phone: 847 644 8446 E-mail: vaughan.iulia@icloud.com
0) (MailingAddress) Street #2 2429 Street Name: RidgewayAvenue

City: Evanatgn State: lL Zip: 60201
d) Applicant(s)’ Signature: MU Date: 2| OOI'Ow20 Zg

For additional informationcontact: Code W.Sterling at csterling@cityofevanston.orgThe $100.00 nomination fee isgayable to the ‘CityovaanMon.’

Page 2 of 2
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Landmark Nomination for Lincolnwood 
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CITY OF EVANSTON PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
 

NOMINATION OF  
LINCOLNWOOD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

AS A CITY OF EVANSTON LANDMARK 
 

 

A Cultural Landscape of Enduring Significance 
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Summary 

To   Members of the Preservation Commission 
From   Julia Vaughan, Evanston resident 
 
The friends and neighbors of Lincolnwood wish to nominate Lincolnwood Elementary 
School and the surrounding grounds for designation by ordinance as a local landmark.  
 
Name  Lincolnwood Elementary School 
Address 2600 Colfax Avenue, Evanston, IL 60201 
 
Architects (1) Perkins, Fellows, & Hamilton, (2) Armstrong, Furst & Tilton 
 
History  1910-1912 Acquired land 

1914  Opened Lincolnwood 
1945  Designed new building 
1948  Added more land to Lincolnwood campus 
1950  Opened new Lincolnwood & demolished original 
1953   Added kindergarten wing 
1966   Added storage off the gymnasium 

  2018  Modified front facade 
 
Justification: This proposal is based on eight designation criteria defined in Section 4: 
2-8-4 (numbers 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9 and 10) and the following reasons: 
 

1. Lincolnwood School is identified with Lucy & Dwight Perkins, who both 
contributed significantly to our shared history.  
[Criteria: 2, 6 and 8] 

2. Lincolnwood today is identified as the work of Armstrong, Furst & Tilton, 
specifically John Neal Tilton, Jr, whose individual work is significant.  
[Criteria: 2, 3 and 4] 

3. The Lincolnwood campus represents a rare and unique cultural landscape with 
sufficient integrity, which is significant to the history of Evanston.  
[Criteria: 5, 6, 9 and 10] 

4. Lincolnwood’s present owner, School District 65, faces no burden in local 
landmark designation. 
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Table of Criteria 

1 Not applicable 

2 Its identification with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the historic, cultural, architectural, 
archaeological or related aspect of the development of the City, State, Midwest region or the United States 

3 Its exemplification of an architectural type, style or design distinguished by innovation, rarity, uniqueness or overall 
quality of design, detail, materials or craftsmanship 

4 Its identification as the work of an architect, designer, engineer or builder whose individual work is significant in the 
history or development of the City, the State, the Midwest region or the United States 

5 Its exemplification of important planning and urban design techniques distinguished by innovation, rarity, 
uniqueness or overall quality of design or detail 

6 Its association with important cultural or social aspects or events in the history of the City, the State, the Midwest 
region or the United States 

7 Not applicable 

8 Its representation of an historic, cultural, architectural, archaeological or related theme expressed through 
distinctive areas, properties, structures, sites or objects that may or may not be contiguous 

9 Its unique location or distinctive physical appearance or presence representing an established and familiar visual 
feature of a neighborhood, community or the City 

10 Its exemplification of a pattern of neighborhood development or settlement significant to the cultural history or 
traditions of the City, whose components may lack individual distinction. 
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Introduction 

 

Evanston has long been shaped by its commitment to education, civic 

engagement, and thoughtful planning. Lincolnwood Elementary School exemplifies 

these values with a campus of open space bordering the last remnant of Evanston’s Big 

Woods, now called Perkins Woods. Today Lincolnwood School blends harmoniously 

into a landscape of approximately 10 acres featuring mature oak and elm trees that 

blend into and complement a 7-acre forest preserve.  

 Lincolnwood presently sits on two parcels of land, as identified by the map from 

the Cook County Assessor’s office, and these two parcels are the scope of this 

landmark nomination. Perkins Woods, the only Cook County forest preserve in 

Evanston, is immediately to the west of the school. The school and woods are 

surrounded by residential properties on the north, west, and southern sides. On the east 

side, across McDaniel Avenue, there is a senior living community, Three Crowns Park, 

which is currently classified as an Evanston landmark and has an original building 

dating to 1909.1  

 

1 “Three Crowns Park: Our History - A Proud Tradition of Senior Living in Evanston 
125 Years and Counting,” Three Crowns Park, accessed December 16, 2025, 
https://www.threecrownspark.org/senior-living-community/life-plan-community-evanston-il/. 
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The City of Evanston has previously identified Lincolnwood as a landmark in the 

Envision 2045 plan on page 57, and this nomination now seeks to formalize the 

landmark designation: 

“The area is defined by its mature trees, well-kept parkways, and 
green spaces... The ward is also home to cultural and 
institutional landmarks, including the Gichigamiin Indigenous 
Nations Museum, Lincolnwood Elementary School, and Willard 
Elementary School.”2 (Text emphasis by author.) 

 

In the pages that follow, this nomination demonstrates how Lincolnwood anchors 

the northwest Evanston neighborhood, embodies the work of Lucy and Dwight Perkins, 

represents the distinctive architecture of Armstrong, Furst & Tilton, and preserves a rare 

cultural landscape of enduring significance for the city. 

 

2 “Envision Evanston 2045,” City of Evanston, accessed December 28, 2025, 
https://www.cityofevanston.org/home/showdocument?id=102641&t=639019993089511309. (Text 
emphasis added by author.) 
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Section A: Criteria for Designation 

1. Lincolnwood School is identified with Lucy and Dwight Perkins, who 
both contributed significantly to our shared history. [Criteria: 2, 6 & 8] 

 

Dwight Heald Perkins 

Dwight Perkins (March 26, 1867 – November 2, 1941), an architect and land 

conservationist, played a critical role in the creation of the Lincolnwood campus we 

know today. Dwight and Lucy lived a few blocks away from Lincolnwood at 2319 Lincoln 

Street in a home Dwight designed, which was added to the National Register of Historic 

Places in 1985. 

Dwight’s architectural firm, Perkins, Fellows & Hamilton, designed the original 

Lincolnwood School, which opened in 1914 and once stood where the basketball court 

is now. The firm, Perkins, Fellows & Hamilton, continued for many years after the 

construction of Lincolnwood School, becoming one of our nation’s preeminent firms 

famous for specializing in the architecture of schools and universities.3  

 

3 In the Evanston Roundtable, Cohen writes, “Perkins, along with subsequent partners Fellows and 
Hamilton, went on to build Evanston's Lincolnwood School (1911), Oakton School (1913), and 
Evanston Township High School (1924). [...] Perkins was a lifelong conservationist and along with 
landscape architect Jens Jensen he was the moving force behind the founding of the Cook County Forest 
Preserve System now encompassing almost 69,000 acres. When he died in 1941, fellow Evanstonian, 
architect, and historian, Thomas Tallmadge wrote, "Mr. Perkins injected into the design of the schools of 
Cook County, science of a high order and a certain amount of idealism and originality. …In Chicago when 
we think of Dwight Perkins…we think of him as a citizen and patriot almost before we think of him as an 
architect." (Cohen, Eye on Evanston: Thoughts on Design | Dwight Perkins, architectural pioneer and 
conservationist, July 21, 2022). (Text emphasis by author.) 
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“Of course, Lincolnwood’s large site was also a new idea 
in education. [Dwight Perkins] had pioneered for large 
school sites to provide more play space, as he had helped to 
pioneer in Chicago to cut classroom sizes… and get 
washrooms out of the basement. Lincolnwood’s site was 
the first Evanston school site to make room for a real 
playground. Older schools than Lincolnwood now have their 
playgrounds, but they are comparatively recent, as houses 
were torn down to make play space. (Perkins, 17). (Text 
emphasis by author.) 
 

On November 3, 1914, just a few months following the opening of Lincolnwood 

School, the residents of Cook County “voted in favor of establishing a forest preserve 

district.”4 This outcome was a monumental achievement as it was the culmination of a 

two decade long5 campaign led by Dwight Perkins and Jens Jensen, which advocated 

for the establishment of a system to conserve the open prairie spaces of greater 

Chicago.6 Further, the creation of the Cook County Forest Preserves holds national 

significance, as this is one of the oldest and largest forest preserve districts in the 

United States, managing over 70,000 acres of land.7  

7 Patty Wetli from WTTW News reports: 
https://news.wttw.com/2024/11/19/cook-county-finally-tops-70000-acres-forest-preserve-land-hitting-huge-
milestone-newly 
 

6 Although residents voted in 1914 to establish the forest preserve, it was not until 1916 that the 
organization made its first land acquisition, purchasing “272 acres in Palatine, now known as Deer Grove 
East. Over the years, the Deer Grove system of preserves has grown to nearly 2,000 acres” reports Patty 
Wetli from WTTW News. The property to the west of Lincolnwood School was acquired by the CCFP in 
1918. 

5 Jennifer Gray, an architectural historian, curator, and educator, expresses that the “contest over the 
Cook County Forest Preserve encouraged diverse groups of people – individuals who might never have 
intervened in national preservation disputes – to participate in the messy, disputatious, diplomatic 
concessions that define the practice of democracy. Perhaps this process, more than specific historical 
associations of physical integrity, is the object of preservation, especially when dealing in the ambiguous 
territory of cultural landscapes. Perkins’ fluid and dynamic attitude toward conservation and urbanization 
contradicts historical narratives of preservation as a counterpoint to development, of wilderness as the 
antithesis of civilization, and opens an actionable middle ground with the potential to impact not only how 
we understand cultural heritage sites, but also how we interact with our everyday lived environments.” 
Future Anterior: Journal of Historic Preservation, History, Theory, and Criticism, Vol. 10, No. 1 (Summer 
2013). 

4 Mission and History of Forest Preserves of Cook County: https://fpdcc.com/about/mission-history/ 
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Unfortunately, Perkins’ Lincolnwood building suffered from structural issues. 

Margery Perkins, daughter-in-law to Dwight, authored a history of the school, which is 

on file at the Evanston History Center. On page 22, she shared: 

“[The original] Lincolnwood School was beginning to have 
serious physical troubles. It seemed that a mineral streak ran 
in a more or less east and west direction in this particular 
area of North Evanston. The school had been built before 
the day of soil chemistry and soil mechanics. The 
foundations had apparently been set on blue clay. But the 
soil reacted very differently from clay, and when it became 
wet, it would flow away, and no longer support the building 
load. Parts of the building settled. With the years, it grew 
more and more expensive to maintain.” (Perkins, 22). 

 

Campaigns for a new school building began in the 1930s, but it was not until after 

WWII that construction of the new Lincolnwood school building began. Although 

Perkins’ original structure was demolished, Dwight Perkins’ design legacy continues.  

There are several defining features of the current school building that connect 

back to Perkins, such as: Lincolnwood’s distinctive T-shaped8 layout, the wide stretches 

of windows along the east and west façades, which bring natural light into the 

classrooms, and the building’s modest height. Further, Perkins’ influence also extends 

beyond the building; his philosophies and values are reflected in the stories his wife 

authored, as well as the expansive green spaces, playgrounds, and adjacent forest 

8 Dwight Perkins gave a public lecture on May 22, 1914 where he shared his perspectives on school 
architecture. The Evanston Daily News reports: “He said … light, air, fire protection are all permanent, but 
the requirements of education are not… The greatest care should be exercised in seeing that the building 
should permit … expansion. In his opinion, we find in the playground and park buildings the prototype of 
the … school… which will serve as a neighborhood center and recreation building… He stated that a 
playground in connection with a school was an absolute necessity for the welfare of the children… His 
slides showed various types of school buildings, the ‘three sides of a square’ type, the ‘hollow square’, the 
‘letter E’, the ‘letter I’, and the ‘letter T’.”  
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preserve named in his honor.9 Significantly, prior to the construction of the new 

Lincolnwood School building, the western edge of the campus was acquired. Consistent 

with Perkins’ vision, the westerly 150 feet of the campus was restricted “for play ground, 

park and recreational purposes.”10 

Lucy Fitch Perkins  

Lucy Perkins (July 12, 1865 – March 18, 1937) was a celebrated children's 

author, illustrator, and early 20th-century social reformer. She was one of Evanston’s 

most notable women of her era, as shared by the Evanston Women’s History Project at 

the Evanston History Center: 

“In 1911 … Perkins’ talents for writing and illustration came 
together, and the fictional adventures of twin children started 
a series of books aimed at teaching children an appreciation 
for customs and cultures of children from other countries.” 
 
“Perkins firmly believed she could teach tolerance and 
mutual respect to children by appealing to their sympathies 
and engaging their imagination through fiction… She was 
inspired by Chicago school teachers who taught many 
different nationalities of children under one roof, and 
believed children could be better united through shared 
understanding of the cultural strengths they brought to 
America.”11 

 

 

11 Evanston History Center, https://evanstonwomen.org/woman/lucy-fitch-perkins/ 
10 Document 14452722, Cook County Recorder’s Office (Deed recorded 11/30/1948). 

9Jennifer Gray writes, “Perkins … viewed preservation as a means of advancing new strategies about 
modern cities, not simply as a vehicle for fixing nostalgic ideas about nature. … Sublime landscapes were 
largely inaccessible to everyday Americans at the turn of the century. Perkins saw in the Cook County 
Forest Preserve a chance to safeguard local natural attractions for ordinary people – an everyday 
wilderness, which in its accessibility had transformative potential.” Future Anterior: Journal of Historic 
Preservation, History, Theory, and Criticism, Vol. 10, No. 1 (Summer 2013). 
https://doi.org/10.5749/futuante.10.1.0001 
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Through her Twins series—translated into multiple languages and widely read12 

throughout the 20th century—Perkins introduced young readers to themes such as 

immigration, land ownership, cultural identity, and social cohesion. While written for 

children, her stories tackled complex social issues with insight and care, aiming to foster 

empathy and awareness among America’s increasingly diverse population.13 

 These values are embedded not only in her literary legacy, but also in the history 

of Lincolnwood School, with which Lucy maintained a special relationship. She helped 

name the school,14 tested her stories with students at Lincolnwood School for her book 

series,15 and was honored with a memorial service at Lincolnwood in April of 1937.16 

 The recognition of these elements contributes greatly to the cultural and 

educational significance of the building, and to the case for its landmark designation. 

Lincolnwood School (1950) contains several historically and culturally significant 

artifacts that honor the contributions of Lucy Fitch Perkins. Located on the east wall of 

what was originally the school’s music room—now used as the art room—are a number 

of rare and distinctive features directly attributed to Perkins:  

16 Evanston Review. “Obituaries of the Week.” March 25, 1937. 
 

15 Perkins, Mrs. Lawrence (Margery “Midge” Perkins). “Lincolnwood School—Community Center.” 
Evanston Review, September 7, 1950. 

14 Evanston Review, “Lincolnwood Music Room Named for ‘Twin’ Books Author.” November 25, 1954.  

13 This book series includes titles published more than a century ago and reflects the cultural attitudes and 
language of its time. While the educational intent was once regarded as positive, some portrayals and 
terminology reflect outdated values that are not consistent with contemporary standards. Readers are 
encouraged to approach these works as historical artifacts, with an awareness of their limitations, rather 
than as contemporary children’s literature. 

12 Lucy is credited with inspiring Beverly Cleary to love reading: “Cleary still remembers the day in third 
grade when she became hooked. ‘My mother continued to bring library books for my level at home,’ she 
said. ‘One Sunday . . . I picked up one. It was ‘The Dutch Twins’ by Lucy Fitch Perkins.’ She flipped 
through the story about a boy and girl living in Holland, looking at the pictures, and Cleary had a 
revelation. ‘I discovered I was reading . . . and enjoying it,’ she said.”   
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/kidspost/beverly-cleary-103-years-surrounded-by-books/2019/1
2/18/4aeff978-21e6-11ea-a153-dce4b94e4249_story.html 
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● Fireplace: Surrounding the fireplace are 19 hand-painted ceramic tiles, each 
illustrating scenes from Perkins' beloved Twins series of children's books. These 
works, recognized for their cultural diversity and storytelling, offer a unique and 
artistic tribute embedded directly into the school's architecture. 
 

● Mural: Hanging above the fireplace is an original oil painting by Lucy Fitch 
Perkins. The mural depicts characters from the Renaissance engaging in music 
and the arts, emphasizing the enduring value of creativity and human expression 
in education. 
 

● Mantel: The name “Lucy Fitch Perkins” is carved directly into the wooden mantel, 
offering a rare and tangible connection to the artist herself within the fabric of the 
school. 

 

These artifacts are not merely decorative; they represent the values of cultural literacy, 

empathy, and global awareness that Lucy Perkins sought to instill in young 

readers—values that drew from the principles of Dwight Perkins and remain relevant to 

Lincolnwood’s educational mission today. 
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2. Lincolnwood today is identified as the work of Armstrong, Furst & 
Tilton, specifically John Neal Tilton, Jr, whose individual work is 
significant. [Criteria: 2, 3 & 4] 

 

The current structure of Lincolnwood School presents a modern treatment of a 

Georgian building with stately proportions, harmonious symmetry, classical red brick 

construction, and modern interpretations of stylized Palladian windows.  

The building has “40% more foundation than ordinarily required for a structure of 

its size. Footings … average eleven to twelve feet below the building grade and … run 

as deep as fourteen feet at the boiler room.”17 These construction features are likely a 

response to the structural challenges faced by the original building – and the current 

building has held up well over the last 75 years. The Lincolnwood School structure that 

stands today has good integrity and closely resembles the 1945 sketch made by John 

Neal Tilton, Jr of the architecture firm, Armstrong, Furst and Tilton of Chicago. In 1949, 

the Evanston Review described the new school as follows: 

“The new school will be a sixteen classroom structure of red 
brick with stone trim and, in style, will represent a modern 
treatment of Georgian architecture. Armstrong, Furst and 
Tilton of Chicago are the architects. Designed in the shape 
of a “T”, the building will include a central two-story unit to 
house the classrooms and two one-story wings, one for the 
auditorium and the other for a gymnasium or play room. 
Among the other facilities will be a music room and library in 
separate units at the front of the main section and four 
special-purpose rooms for speech correction classes, and 

17 Evanston Review. “$1,370,738 Program Begun in Dist. 75.” December 29, 1949. 
https://infoweb-newsbank-com.evanston.idm.oclc.org/apps/news/document-view?p=AMNEWS&t=favorite
%3A17DFDAA4%21Evanston%2520Newspapers%2520Historical%2520and%2520Current&sort=YMD_d
ate%3AA&hide_duplicates=2&fld-base-0=alltext&maxresults=60&val-base-0=40%25%20more%20founda
tion%20than%20ordinarily%20required&docref=image/v2%3A17DFDAA46840022B%40EANX-NB-18E89
1CAB7F15A20%402433280-18E642EEB9E2838F%4059-18E642EEB9E2838F%40 
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tutoring and conferences. Offices for the school nurse and 
principal and a small kitchen for use in connection with social 
functions are also included in the plans.”18  

 

On September 11, 1950, the new building for Lincolnwood School opened. 

The Firm: Armstrong, Furst & Tilton 

The partners of Armstrong, Furst & Tilton included: John Archibald Armstrong19 

(who withdrew from the firm in 1950)20, William H. Furst (died 1965)21, and John Neal 

Tilton, Jr22 (June 16, 1891 — May 29, 1970).23 The architects were recognized 

individually, as well as in their partnership for a number of buildings. Notable works are 

detailed in a table in the appendix. After 1950, the firm was known as Furst & Tilton. 

Many records of this architectural firm are held by the Cornell University Library. 

Within the archives of rare manuscripts, there is a photograph of an original sketch of 

Lincolnwood School, which has the initials JNT and the year 1945. 

It is not clear to what extent the architects collaborated on their buildings and 

specifically on the design of Lincolnwood. But given the JNT initials on the 1945 sketch 

of Lincolnwood and that the image is stored within the library of the university where 

Tilton taught, it seems reasonable to conclude that Tilton played an active role in the 

design of Lincolnwood’s current building. 

23 Cornell University. “John Neal Tilton: June 16, 1891 — May 29, 1970.” Accessed January 6, 2026, 
https://ecommons.cornell.edu/server/api/core/bitstreams/ad10f537-93a9-4df2-9921-cb888c7df0b2/conten
t 
 

22 https://www.archinform.net/arch/214137.htm 
21 https://www.archinform.net/arch/204748.htm 
20 https://app.vlex.com/search/jurisdiction:US/armstrong+furst/vid/889840128 
19 https://www.archinform.net/arch/200360.htm 
18 Evanston Review. “District 75 Breaks Ground for New Lincolnwood School.” April 07, 1949. 
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John Neal Tilton, Jr 

Tilton was raised in the Chicago suburb of La Grange, Illinois. He followed in his 

father’s24 footsteps by attending Cornell University25, studying architecture and 

becoming an architect. In 1914, Tilton returned to Chicago to join the firm Marshall & 

Fox. He also served in World War I; afterwards, he resumed working as an architect 

where he was “considered one of Marshall & Fox’s preeminent designers and played an 

active role in some of the firm’s ‘most prominent buildings’ including the Emmanuel 

Episcopal Church, the Edgewater Beach Hotel, the Drake Hotel, and the Peabody 

Mansion at Mayslake.”26 

In 1927, Tilton branched out, starting his own firm with Armstrong and Furst. 

Together, they created a number of buildings that are currently listed on the National 

Register of Historic Places. In 1932, Tilton returned to Cornell University to begin 

teaching in the College of Architecture, although he continued to work part-time with his 

firm. By 1936, Tilton attained full professorship, and later served as acting dean 

(1937-38), assistant dean (1938-40), and eventually secretary (1940-45). In 1959, after 

more than two decades of continued service, he became professor of architecture, 

emeritus.  

 

26 NRHP Application for Emmanuel Church Application, page 24. 

25 Lawrence Perkins, son of Dwight Perkins, also studied architecture at Cornell University, but he 
graduated in 1931, the year before John Tilton joined the faculty. 

24 Tilton’s father, John Neal Tilton, Sr (1860-1921) was a respected architect who is credited with an 
Evanston home: https://evanstonroundtable.com/2022/01/04/239-greenwood-evanston-history-center/ 
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3. The Lincolnwood campus represents a rare and unique cultural 
landscape with sufficient integrity, which is significant to the history of 
Evanston. [Criteria: 5, 6, 9 & 10] 

 

Considering Lincolnwood School within the context of its environment and 

surrounding landscape is essential to understanding and appreciating its full 

significance, as well as justifying its nomination for landmark status. 

The term “cultural landscape” is defined by the National Park Service (NPS) as a 

landscape that has been “affected, influenced, or shaped by human involvement. A 

cultural landscape can be associated with a person or event. It can be thousands of 

acres or a tiny homestead. It can be a grand estate, industrial site, park, garden, 

cemetery, campus, and more. Collectively, cultural landscapes are works of art, 

narratives of culture, and expressions of regional identity.”27  

According to NPS, there are four types of cultural landscapes. Lincolnwood can 

be classified as a “historic vernacular landscape,”28 meaning one that “evolved 

through use by the people whose activities … shaped that landscape.” In other words, 

the landscape “reflects the physical, biological, and cultural character of … everyday 

lives.”29 

“Cultural landscapes are a legacy for everyone. These 
special sites reveal aspects of our country’s origins and 
development as well as our evolving relationships with the 
natural world. They provide scenic, economic, ecological, 
social, recreational, and educational opportunities helping 
communities to better understand themselves.”30 

30 https://www.tclf.org/places/about-cultural-landscapes 
29 https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1739/upload/preservation-brief-36-cultural-landscapes.pdf 
28 https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1739/upload/preservation-brief-36-cultural-landscapes.pdf 
27 https://www.tclf.org/places/about-cultural-landscapes 
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The Land Before Lincolnwood School 

For centuries prior to the establishment of Evanston as a city or Lincolnwood as 

a school, the land contained both forests and wetlands, which were filled with a great 

diversity of plants, mature trees, and animals. The land was also the traditional 

homeland of the many indigenous people of tribal nations – including the Council of 

Three Fires, the Potawatomi, Ojibwe, and Odawa.31  

The area that would become northwest Evanston experienced slow but steady 

settlement during the late nineteenth century. As the landscape transformed, many 

native tree species—particularly oaks and elms—remained prominent features. By the 

turn of the twentieth century, Evanston’s population was expanding and creating 

growing demand for civic infrastructure, including schools, to serve emerging 

neighborhoods and attract families to newly subdivided land. 

At the time that Evanston community members were preparing to build a new 

school (~1910), the property was filled with “numerous oaks… [which] are reminders 

that oak trees abounded in the area before it was developed. Elm trees planted on the 

parkways at the time of development still arch gracefully over a number of streets 

surrounding Lincolnwood School in northwest Evanston. The unusually large number of 

surviving elms add another dimension to … the high level of integrity.”32 These enduring 

natural features are rare and significant, shaping the distinctive setting where the school 

stands today. 

32 Earle, page 2. 
31 Sources: https://gichigamiin-museum.org/ and D65 Land Acknowledgment. 
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Lincolnwood Shaped Residential Development of Northwest Evanston (1910–1931) 

(Criterion #10) 

The formation of Lincolnwood School was a cornerstone for residential 

development in northwest Evanston. This was assured by the deeds that conveyed the 

Lincolnwood campus, which is restricted “for the inhabitants of [the] School District.”33 

The school uniquely contributed to the growth and rapid residential housing boom 

between WWI and the early years of the Great Depression (1918-1931).34 This growth 

can be seen by comparing maps from the Sanborn Fire Insurance Company, as well as 

aerial photography snapshots at different points in time (1899 - 1950). 

In 1988, Anne O. Earle, an Evanston historian, proposed classifying a vast 

portion of northwest Evanston as a historic district. Although her proposal did not pass, 

there are relevant highlights from her proposal that support the Lincolnwood School as 

a site of historical significance. Earle wrote:  

“The [Lincolnwood] school is included … for historical 
reasons: construction of the original Lincolnwood 
School building enhanced the attractiveness of the area 
to families with children, and thereby encouraged rapid 
development of the surrounding area… Furthermore, 
Lincolnwood School was a center for community activities 
during much of the period of significance of the district.” 
(Earle, p. 6) (Text emphasis added by author.) 

 

Supporting what Earle wrote, newspapers of the period often mentioned the 

proximity of Lincolnwood School when advertising available land to build new homes in 

the area, as well as various community activities. Examples are in the appendix. 

34 Earle, page 2. “The vast majority of the homes near Lincolnwood Elementary School were “constructed 
during the building boom between WWI and the early years of the Great Depression [1918-1931].” 

33 Document 4706120, Cook County Recorder’s Office (Deed Recorded, 2/10/1911). 
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Lincolnwood Exemplifies Rare Planning and Urban Design Techniques.  

(Criterion #5) 

Lincolnwood Elementary School exemplifies rare and intentional planning that 

integrates educational, recreational, and residential land uses into a cohesive civic 

landscape. The current school building (1950) was deliberately centered within an 

expansive open-space network that included adjacent and deed-restricted parkland, 

preserved tree canopy, and reconfigured streets—an approach uncommon in both scale 

and execution. 

 Efforts for land conservation also extended beyond municipal boundaries. In 

1912-1914, D.H. Perkins advocated for preserving the undeveloped, wooded block of 

land between Colfax, Ewing, Grant, which was due west of the Lincolnwood Park 

bordering the original school. Although he was unsuccessful in convincing the board of 

the park district to purchase the land, Perkins was able to successfully persuade the 

forest preserves of Cook County to acquire it in 1918, ensuring permanent protection of 

this woodland and extending the open-space network surrounding Lincolnwood School. 

In August 1948, the woods were named in honor of D.H. Perkins. 

Another significant planning intervention involved exchanging land and adjusting 

circulation patterns. A 1927 Sanborn Fire Insurance map shows Lincolnwood School 

facing McDaniel Avenue, with multiple roads bisecting the property to the west. But by 

1950, these streets were eliminated and absorbed into park and school grounds, 

prioritizing pedestrian safety, open-space continuity, and environmental preservation. 

This transformation created a cohesive civic landscape centered on education and 

recreation. 
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In 1941, the City of Evanston and the school district executed a strategic land 

exchange, which offered Spencer Park (Lincolnwood Park) to the school district in 

exchange for Independence Park, located at the former Crandon School site on Central 

Street. This exchange better aligned functional needs and preserved green space 

adjacent to the school.  

These planning strategies—county-level forest preservation, deed restrictions, 

municipal land swaps and roadway elimination—illustrate creativity, collaboration, and 

long-term vision in civic planning. Our city treated schools, parks, and streets not as 

isolated elements but as interconnected components of a larger cultural landscape, 

producing a high-quality, rare example of coordinated urban design. 

Lincolnwood is Associated with Important Cultural and Social Aspects and Events in 

Evanston’s History (Criterion #6) 

Lincolnwood School has been in continuous operation for over a century. From a 

social and cultural standpoint, the school and its surrounding landscape embody 

numerous important—though often intangible—qualities that are significant for the City 

of Evanston, both today and for future generations. 

Lincolnwood School has long served as a vital social and cultural hub in the 

Evanston community. Here are a few notable examples that illustrate Lincolnwood’s 

enduring impact: 

● In 1898, it was reported by the Evanston Press that the Sunday School of the 

African Methodist Church held their annual summer picnic at the North Evanston 

Woods (now the Perkins Forest Preserve and grounds of Lincolnwood School), 
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bringing 200 people together for outdoor recreation.35 Founded in 1882, “this 

church served as a cultural and social hub for black life in Evanston as well as a 

source of local activism since its inception,” shared Dino Robinson.”36  

● Lincolnwood has been and continues to be a central gathering place for other 

community celebrations, notably hosting Fourth of July festivities as early as 

1915.37  

● Lincolnwood was one of the first schools in Evanston to feature a gymnasium 

and a dedicated playground, reflecting early recognition of the importance of 

physical education.38 

● Lincolnwood is a neighborhood hub for community programming and recreational 

activities; it is a venue for youth sports leagues, scouting groups and summer 

camps, fostering connection and enrichment across generations. 

● Lincolnwood also played a role in the broader story of school desegregation in 

Evanston. Following the closure of the original Foster School, some students 

were reassigned to Lincolnwood and other schools across the city as part of the 

integration efforts across District 65. This transition marked a significant chapter 

in the school’s history, reflecting Evanston's evolving approach to racial equity in 

public education. 

38 In 1920 my father[in-law]’s firm added on to the original building… [adding a gymnasium], which the 
earlier schools in Evanston never had.” (Perkins, 13-17). 

37 Evanston News-Index (Evanston, Illinois), July 1, 1915: 2. NewsBank: America's News – Historical and 
Current.https://infoweb.newsbank.com/apps/news/document-view?p=AMNEWS&docref=image/v2%3A18
C8772FF8150036%40EANX-NB- 
18FFDC6306266EA5%402420680-18FDF4432FC6B1EF%401-18FDF4432FC6B1EF%40. 
Evanston News-Index - July 2, 1924. Available: 
https://infoweb-newsbank-com.evanston.idm.oclc.org/apps/news/document-view?p=AMNEWS&t=favorite
%3A17DFDAA4%21Evanston%2520Newspapers%2520Historical%2520and%2520Current&sort=YMD_d
ate%3AA&hide_duplicates=2&fld-base-0=alltext&maxresults=60&val-base-0=%22July%204th%22%20an
d%20%22lincolnwood%20school%22&docref=image/v2%3A18C8772FF8150036%40EANX-NB-1904800
303067EDB%402423969-18FFB936552FA2A1%405-18FFB936552FA2A1%40 

36  With more time, it would be interesting to research and learn more about the church’s annual picnic at 
the Evanston Woods. 
https://dailynorthwestern.com/2020/07/15/city/ebenezer-ame-churchs-original-home-at-1813-benson-ave-
named-new-african-american-heritage-site/. 

35 Evanston Press, August 13, 1898: 4. 
https://infoweb.newsbank.com/apps/news/document-view?p=AMNEWS&docref=image/v2%3A18C8773F
167A6752%40EANX-NB-18FE037741D8F8E9%402414515-18FDBEA4ECE1D6A8%403-18FDBEA4EC
E1D6A8%40. 
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● For nearly 50 years, Lincolnwood has been the home of SafetyTown, a beloved 

and impactful summer program that has educated young children on pedestrian 

safety and emergency preparedness.39  

● Lincolnwood School has a long-standing relationship with community gardening. 

In 1929, the school served as the meeting site for the Lincolnwood Garden Club 

of Evanston—an organization that remains active today, though it now meets 

elsewhere. The school has also hosted garden fairs, including one in 1952 in 

which Midge Perkins played a key role. More recently, the Star Garden was 

established in 2013 as a sustainable, edible garden where students learn about 

soil health, composting, and organic growing practices. Looking ahead, there are 

plans to create a memorial garden honoring a former teacher. 

● Lincolnwood School has long fostered meaningful connections with the adjacent 

senior living community, Three Crowns Park, formerly called Pioneer Place 

Swedish Retirement Home,  located to the east of the school across McDaniel 

Avenue. Through shared art exhibitions and intergenerational tutoring, older 

residents and Lincolnwood students have engaged in sustained exchanges that 

enrich both groups.40 

● Students of Lincolnwood School have long benefited from the forest at the edge 

of the campus, using Perkins Woods consistently for decades as an outdoor 

classroom and living laboratory. Generations of students have planted young 

trees, studied mature forest systems, and engaged in hands-on outdoor 

education. Examples of this are included in the Appendix. Most recently, students 

across the entire school engaged in Community Day in October, 2025, which 

included an educational session in the woods with Libby Hill, the respected 

steward of the woods. 

 

40 Evanston Review. “What Generation Gap?” May 30, 1974. 
39 https://www.evanstonsafetytown.org/about-us 
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Lincolnwood Offers a Distinctive Presence and is a Familiar Visual Feature of the 

Neighborhood (Criterion #9) 

Approaching the school from any direction—north or south along McDaniel 

Avenue, or east and west on Grant or Colfax Streets—one is struck by its prominent 

presence. The building sits gracefully at the center of a broad, open landscape, 

encircled by approximately ten acres of open undeveloped space with mature oak and 

elm trees, many of which are more than a century old. This setting is visually striking 

and deeply rooted in Evanston’s natural history.  

Although designed and intended for public use as a school, the scale and 

proportions of Lincolnwood Elementary School align closely with the surrounding 

single-family residences. The building’s height and massing are carefully balanced to 

complement, rather than dominate, the surrounding neighborhood, imparting a 

residential character that reinforces its integration into the community fabric of northwest 

Evanston. 

This compatibility is further underscored through architectural comparison with 

another recognized landmark building in the City of Evanston. Notably, the north façade 

of Lincolnwood School closely resembles a local landmark residence built in 1936 by 

J.L. Kincaid at 2920 Lincoln Street. Both structures exhibit distinguished craftsmanship, 

similar fenestration, and strong symmetry. The statement of significance for the 

landmark residence notes: 

“This brick, stylized Georgian Revival design shows the 
variety available within the strict confines of the type. The 
central section projects slightly and breaks the dentiled 
cornice with a gable continuing the main cornice. On its 
second window is a tall Palladian window with very thin 
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sidelights. It rises from a flat-roofed porch supported by two 
Corinthian columns sheltering a sidelighted entrance and a 
bland fanlight. On each side of the projection is a pair of 
openings on each floor, the upper ones with eight-over-eight 
windows, the lower ones twelve-over-twelve. An open porch 
with a balustraded top on its flat roof projects from the 
central section of the west end, and a small flat-fronted bay 
extends from the east end. The building has excellent 
integrity.”  
 

Although the two buildings were constructed in different decades and do not 

share the same architect, their front façades bear a striking resemblance. Both are 

Georgian in style, with a central projecting section and gable, a prominent central 

arched window above the main entry, and balanced fenestration with matching numbers 

of openings on the upper and lower levels flanking the doorway. The architectural 

features shared by both buildings demonstrate that Lincolnwood School embodies 

qualities already recognized as locally significant, reinforcing how the school 

harmonizes with the surrounding residences. 

Reflecting on all of these aspects as a whole, the Lincolnwood campus 

constitutes a cultural landscape whose character is defined by the cumulative 

interaction of land, planning, development, and use. The site’s natural foundations, the 

growth of northwest Evanston, and the implementation of uncommon urban planning 

strategies established a unique setting in which the school was intentionally integrated 

into the neighborhood, while retaining a living forest as an outdoor classroom. 

Documenting these resources through a site plan that identifies the age, species, and 

condition of trees and other key landscape features is recommended, if one has not 

already been prepared. With more than a century of continuous operation as a public 

school, the property has acquired enduring social and cultural value through sustained 
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use. Its long-standing visual presence functions as a defining feature of the 

neighborhood. Preservation of the Lincolnwood campus recognizes its enduring 

importance to the City of Evanston. 
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4. Landmark designation for Lincolnwood would not impose any operational 
or financial burden on the present owner, School District 65. 

 

 A local landmark designation for Lincolnwood Elementary School and the 

surrounding grounds (Parcel ID Numbers #10-11-408-001 and #10-11-409-001) does 

not restrict District 65’s ability to renovate, modernize, or adapt Lincolnwood to meet 

evolving educational needs. 

Evanston has a long-standing practice of landmarking places worthy of 

preservation, including schools. Several former and current Evanston public schools 

already hold local landmark status, including: Washington, Orrington, Oakton, Haven, 

Nichols, and the buildings now known as Noyes Cultural Arts Center and Chiaravalle 

Montessori School. 

 Further, District 65 would not be limited or constrained in making changes to the 

school, as school renovation projects are reviewed at the state level and do not require 

building permits from local governments.41  

 Granting landmark status to the Lincolnwood School campus recognizes the rare 

and unique legacy of both the school building and its cultural landscape, and this aligns 

closely with the Statement of Purpose for Historic Preservation42 as outlined within 

Evanston’s City Code, Chapter 8-2-1. 

42 “Title 2, Chapter 8 - Historic Preservation, Section 1 - Statement of Purpose,” Evanston, IL: Code of 
Ordinances, accessed December 19, 2025.  
https://library.municode.com/il/evanston/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT2BOCO_CH8HIPR 

41 Weber, Thomas. “Memorandum in Support of Application for Nomination of Willard School, 2700 Hurd 
Ave., For Designation By Ordinance As A Landmark.” 25PRES-0120 - Landmark Nomination. City of 
Evanston, 2025. Presented on December 9, 2025. 
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Section B: Integrity 

Location & Setting     

Location is the place where the historic property was constructed or the 
place where the historic event occurred. The relationship between the 
property and its location is often important to understanding why the 
property was created or why something happened. The actual location of a 
historic property, complemented by its setting, is particularly important in 
recapturing the sense of historic events and persons. 

For Lincolnwood Elementary School, the location and setting are interconnected.Today 

the school is positioned in the center of a vast area of open space (~10 acres) and it 

borders a forest preserve of Cook County (~7 acres). The purposefulness of this 

configuration is reflected in the deed restrictions established more than 100 years ago. 

Lincolnwood’s integrity is further enhanced by its proximity to the Dwight Perkins 

Woods, one of Cook County’s smallest forest preserves and the only preserve within 

Evanston. This adjacency reflects purposeful planning: Dwight Perkins, along with Jens 

Jensen, established the Cook County Forest Preserve system and advocated for the 

preservation of native landscapes, including this remnant of Evanston’s “Big Woods,” a 

swampy morainic woodland that once extended west to Harms Woods in Glenview.  

Today, the Dwight Perkins Woods remain a rare fragment of pre-urban Evanston 

ecology, offering an immersive natural experience in a densely developed environment. 

Environmental steward Libby Hill reflected on its enduring importance: “Perkins Woods 

is a real surviving remnant of Evanston’s Big Woods… ‘My husband and I moved here 
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as a young couple with a two-month-old because the woods were here… I wanted my 

children to grow up in a place that’s at least semi-wild. This was Evanston, of course, 

but here was this wild place right next to the school.’”43 

This enduring relationship between school, open space, and forest preserve 

remains central to Lincolnwood’s integrity and sense of place. 

 

43 https://fpdcc.com/volunteer-spotlight/ 
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Design 

Design is the combination of elements that create the form, plan, space, structure, and 
style of a property. It results from conscious decisions made during the original 
conception and planning of a property (or its significant alteration) and applies to 
activities as diverse as community planning, engineering, architecture, and landscape 
architecture. Design includes such elements as organization of space, proportion, scale, 
technology, ornamentation, and materials. 

A property's design reflects historic functions and technologies as well as aesthetics. It 
includes such considerations as the structural system; massing; arrangement of spaces; 
pattern of fenestration; textures and colors of surface materials; type, amount, and style 
of ornamental detailing; and arrangement and type of plantings in a designed 
landscape. 

 

The design of the current Lincolnwood School draws on architectural history and 

reflects the natural beauty of the landscape, which is protected by deed restrictions for 

school and open space uses. 

The style of the building is Georgian Revival. The proportion, scale, and height of 

the building aligns with the residences of the neighborhood. Taken together, these 

elements offer aesthetic beauty. 

The building, which opened in 1950, is a “T” shape. It is symmetrical in form, and 

balanced with large wings – one for the gymnasium to the east and the auditorium to 

the west.  
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In particular, the building’s unique fenestration and modern adaptation of Venetian 

(Palladian)44 windows are noteworthy. In The Architecture of Happiness, Alain de Botton 

writes, “Windows offer further opportunities for the expression of architectural elegance, 

the determinant here being the relationship between the amount of glass and the extent 

of the frame that supports it.” (De Botton, p 210). At Lincolnwood School, the north wall 

of the building offers four windows to the left and right of the grand arched window 

centered over the main door on the first floor. The south wall also has a 

modern-adaptation of a Palladian window, which spans two stories and is balanced by 

small windows and long walls with spacious bay windows. The windows located on the 

east/west sides of the central part of the building run continuously in 6 sets of 3 

windows per side, bringing a significant amount of natural light to the classrooms. 

In 1953, an addition was made to the building on the west side, adding a 

purpose-built kindergarten wing.45 This large addition contains expansive bay windows 

on three sides and overlooks the forest preserve. The design is consistent with the rest 

of the building.  

Within the last ten years, a new front door was added to Lincolnwood School on 

the north side, facing Colfax Street.  

 

45 Source: Evanston Review - December 17, 1953 

44 Author’s Note: Venetian (Palladian) windows have three parts, including side lights to the left and right 
side. The grand arched windows of Lincolnwood Elementary School do not have sidelights; perhaps this 
is a trait of the modern movement of architecture (1920 - 1965) which opted for more simplified forms. 
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Materials 

Materials are the physical elements that were combined or deposited during a particular 
period of time and in a particular pattern or configuration to form a historic property. The 
choice and combination of materials reveal the preferences of those who created the 
property and indicate the availability of particular types of materials and technologies. 
Indigenous materials are often the focus of regional building traditions and thereby help 
define an area's sense of time and place. 

A property must retain the key exterior materials dating from the period of its historic 
significance. If the property has been rehabilitated, the historic materials and significant 
features must have been preserved. The property must also be an actual historic 
resource, not a recreation; a recent structure fabricated to look historic is not eligible. 

 

The exterior of the building was constructed with red bricks of uniform color with 

limestone trim. The bricks remain in good condition with even tuckpointing, showing 

good integrity. Although the building has had additions, these projects were constructed 

just a few years after the original structure was completed. The bricks and materials of 

the additions match the materials that were originally used. 
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Workmanship 

Workmanship is the physical evidence of the crafts of a particular culture, or people 
during any given period in history or prehistory. It is the evidence of artisans' labor and 
skill in constructing or altering a building, structure, object, or site. Workmanship can 
apply to the property as a whole, or to its individual components. It can be expressed in 
vernacular methods of construction and plain finishes or in highly sophisticated 
configurations and ornamental detailing. It can be based on common traditions or 
innovative period techniques. Workmanship is important because it can furnish 
evidence of the technology of a craft, illustrate the aesthetic principles of a historic or 
prehistoric period, and reveal individual, local, regional, or national applications of both 
technological practices and aesthetic principles. Examples of workmanship in historic 
buildings include tooling, carving, painting, graining, turning, and joinery. 

 

The creation of this building required specialists in stone and masonry work to create 

grand windows with arches. Each of the following arches required careful precision 

work: 

● North Wall, Transom Arch Windows over Doors 2 & 9 

● North Wall, Center Palladian Window 

● South Wall, Center Palladian Window 

Additionally, the transom windows over doors 2 and 9 appear to contain original glass 

and wood trim; both remain in good condition.  
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Photography of Current Structure (2025)
 

 
Image: North Wall; Source: Author 

 
Image: Door #2; Source: Author 

 
Image: Door #9; Source: Author 

 

Image: South Wall; Source: Author 
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Conclusion 

 

For the compelling reasons presented above—supported by the supplementary 

information in the appendix and the signatures of community members on the 

petition—the Preservation Commission of the City of Evanston should approve this 

nomination and recommend that the City Council designate Lincolnwood Elementary 

School and the surrounding grounds as an Evanston landmark. 
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Petition Information 
 

More than 500 friends and neighbors of Lincolnwood School have signed this petition to show 

support for landmarking the building and grounds: 

change.org/p/designate-lincolnwood-school-as-a-city-of-evanston-landmark. 
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Maps 

2025 Land Today 

 
Image source: https://maps.cookcountyil.gov/cookviewer/ 
Featuring: Three Parcels of Land: Two for Lincolnwood School, One for the Forest Preserve, 2025 
 

2025 Satellite View 

 
Image source: Google Maps 
Featuring: Lincolnwood School Bordered by the Forest Preserve, 2025 
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1899 Sanborn Map of Evanston via Library of Congress 
 
(McDaniel Avenue is as far as the map reaches on the northwest side, so the land where 
Lincolnwood School exists is not shown.) 
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1920 Sanborn Map of Evanston via Library of Congress 

(Development of the area is starting, but there are many undeveloped plots of land. The map 

shows one residence south of Lincolnwood on Grant, and a few more homes on Colfax.) 
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1920-1945 Sanborn Map of Evanston via Library of Congress 
(By 1945, every plot on Colfax and Lincoln has a residence, as well as the block south of the 

forest preserve. A few undeveloped plots remain on Grant south of Lincolnwood.) 
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1920-1950 Sanborn Map of Evanston via Library of Congress 

(This map shows the location of the new Lincolnwood School and white paper over the old one.) 
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1927 Sanborn Map of Evanston - Available on paper at Evanston History Center

 
Image source: Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1927 

Featuring: City of Evanston 

 

Image source: Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1927 

Featuring: Lincolnwood School, Block 5; Park, Block 4; Evanston Woods/Forest Preserve, Block 3 
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1938 Aerial Photograph of the Neighborhood 

 
Center section shows: Residential homes surrounding (from left side) - the Forest Preserve, Lincolnwood 

Park, 1914 Lincolnwood Building, followed by Three Crowns and the “back lot.” 

 

Source: Illinois Geospatial Clearinghouse, Aerial Photograph on November 20, 1938 

Direct Link: https://clearinghouse.isgs.illinois.edu/webdocs/ilhap/county/data/cook/flight4/0bwq05077.jpg 
 

“Statewide aerial photographs were first acquired for Illinois from 1937 through 1947. This collection history gives 

details about the approximately 33,500 photographic paper prints that were scanned. The original silver nitrate film 

negatives were purposefully destroyed by the National Archives in the early 1980s due to deterioration and instability. 

An attempt to copy the negatives prior to their destruction resulted in a very poor quality replacement. Due to this fact 

the original photographic prints are now the best substitute for the negatives. Use of the paper prints over time has 

resulted in their becoming faded, worn, defaced, or lost. Access to these print collections is becoming increasingly 

restricted.” 

Site: https://clearinghouse.isgs.illinois.edu/data/imagery/1937-1947-illinois-historical-aerial-photography 
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1975 Intensive Study Areas of Evanston 

 
Source: City of Evanston, shading shows other landmarked buildings at the time 
https://www.cityofevanston.org/home/showpublisheddocument/64890/637605721416030000  
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1988 Proposed Northwest Evanston Historic District 
 

 
Image source: City of Evanston, shading shows other landmarked buildings at the time 
https://www.cityofevanston.org/home/showpublisheddocument/95607/638514720557700000 
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Parks & Land Conservation: News Articles  
Evanston Index (published as THE EVANSTON INDEX AND NORTH SHORE SATURDAY NIGHT) - 
September 7, 1912 - page 1 September 7, 1912 | Evanston Index (published as THE EVANSTON INDEX AND NORTH SHORE SATURDAY 
NIGHT) | Evanston, Illinois | Page 1  
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Evanston Press (published as THE EVANSTON PRESS) - March 22, 1913 - page 8  
March 22, 1913 | Evanston Press (published as THE EVANSTON PRESS) | Evanston, Illinois | Page 8  
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Evanston News-Index (published as THE EVANSTON NEWS-INDEX) - August 28, 1918 - page 5  
August 28, 1918 | Evanston News-Index (published as THE EVANSTON NEWS-INDEX) | Evanston, Illinois | Page 5  
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Evanston Review (published as The Evanston Review) - November 17, 1938 - page 7  
November 17, 1938 | Evanston Review (published as The Evanston Review) | Evanston, Illinois | Page 7  
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Evanston Review (published as The Evanston Review) - January 8, 1942 - page 8  
January 8, 1942 | Evanston Review (published as The Evanston Review) | Evanston, Illinois | Page 8  
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Evanston Review (published as The Evanston Review) - December 18, 1947 - page 77  
December 18, 1947 | Evanston Review (published as The Evanston Review) | Evanston, Illinois | Page 77  
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Evanston Review (published as The Evanston Review) - November 18, 1948 - page 7 & 124  
November 18, 1948 | Evanston Review (published as The Evanston Review) | Evanston, Illinois | Page 7 & 124  

`  
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Evanston Daily News (published as THE EVANSTON DAILY NEWS) - May 22, 1914 - page 1  
May 22, 1914 | Evanston Daily News (published as THE EVANSTON DAILY NEWS) | Evanston, Illinois | Page 1  
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Evanston Review (published as The Evanston Review) - August 12, 1948 - page 9  
August 12, 1948 | Evanston Review (published as The Evanston Review) | Evanston, Illinois | Page 9  
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Lucy Fitch Perkins: Objects & Artifacts in Lincolnwood School 

 
Image Source: Archives of Evanston History Center. Evanston Review, November 25, 1954. 
Available: 
https://infoweb-newsbank-com.evanston.idm.oclc.org/apps/news/document-view?p=AMNEWS&t=pu
bname%3A17DFDAA46840022B%21Evanston%2BReview/year%3A1954%211954/mody%3A1125%21
1125&sort=_rank_%3AD&fld-base-0=alltext&maxresults=20&val-base-0=Music%20Room&docref=im
age/v2%3A17DFDAA46840022B%40EANX-NB-18E9282D885C08D0%402435072-18E6FAF9F8CDF702
%4052-18E6FAF9F8CDF702%40#copy 
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https://infoweb-newsbank-com.evanston.idm.oclc.org/apps/news/document-view?p=AMNEWS&t=pubname%3A17DFDAA46840022B%21Evanston%2BReview/year%3A1954%211954/mody%3A1125%211125&sort=_rank_%3AD&fld-base-0=alltext&maxresults=20&val-base-0=Music%20Room&docref=image/v2%3A17DFDAA46840022B%40EANX-NB-18E9282D885C08D0%402435072-18E6FAF9F8CDF702%4052-18E6FAF9F8CDF702%40#copy
https://infoweb-newsbank-com.evanston.idm.oclc.org/apps/news/document-view?p=AMNEWS&t=pubname%3A17DFDAA46840022B%21Evanston%2BReview/year%3A1954%211954/mody%3A1125%211125&sort=_rank_%3AD&fld-base-0=alltext&maxresults=20&val-base-0=Music%20Room&docref=image/v2%3A17DFDAA46840022B%40EANX-NB-18E9282D885C08D0%402435072-18E6FAF9F8CDF702%4052-18E6FAF9F8CDF702%40#copy
https://infoweb-newsbank-com.evanston.idm.oclc.org/apps/news/document-view?p=AMNEWS&t=pubname%3A17DFDAA46840022B%21Evanston%2BReview/year%3A1954%211954/mody%3A1125%211125&sort=_rank_%3AD&fld-base-0=alltext&maxresults=20&val-base-0=Music%20Room&docref=image/v2%3A17DFDAA46840022B%40EANX-NB-18E9282D885C08D0%402435072-18E6FAF9F8CDF702%4052-18E6FAF9F8CDF702%40#copy
https://infoweb-newsbank-com.evanston.idm.oclc.org/apps/news/document-view?p=AMNEWS&t=pubname%3A17DFDAA46840022B%21Evanston%2BReview/year%3A1954%211954/mody%3A1125%211125&sort=_rank_%3AD&fld-base-0=alltext&maxresults=20&val-base-0=Music%20Room&docref=image/v2%3A17DFDAA46840022B%40EANX-NB-18E9282D885C08D0%402435072-18E6FAF9F8CDF702%4052-18E6FAF9F8CDF702%40#copy


 

The Evanston News-Index reported on the mural Lucy Fitch Perkins painted for 
Alice C.D. Riley in 1923. This is the mural on display over the fireplace today in 
the art room at Lincolnwood School. 
 
Evanston News-Index (published as THE EVANSTON NEWS-INDEX) - June 13, 1923 - page 9  
June 13, 1923 | Evanston News-Index (published as THE EVANSTON NEWS-INDEX) | Evanston, Illinois | Page 9  
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Artwork, Mantel & Fireplace on October 17, 2025. Source: Author. 
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Table of Buildings by the architects of Armstrong, First & Tilton 

Year Building Name Location Architect Landmark Status 

1922 Telephone 
Square Building 

309 W. Washington 
Chicago, IL 

John Archibald Armstrong Chicago landmark46 

1925 Hoover Estate 1801 Green Bay 
Road, Glencoe, IL 

William Furst Denied by Glencoe Village 
Board; now demolished47  

1925 South School 266 Linden, Glencoe, 
IL 

Armstrong, Furst & Tilton  

1927 The Talbott Hotel 20 E. Delaware 
Place, Chicago, IL 

John Archibald Armstrong  

1929 Western 
Theological 
Seminary 

Campus of 
Northwestern 
University  

Armstrong, Furst & Tilton Indicated as a landmark 
on Northwestern’s 
University’s campus map48 

1929 Central School 620 Greenwood 
Avenue, Glencoe, IL 

Armstrong, Furst & Tilton  

1929 Sunny 
Gymnasium 

5823 S. Kenwood 
Avenue | University of 
Chicago, Chicago, 
Illinois 

Armstrong, Furst & Tilton Chicago landmark49 

1931 Graduate 
Building for the 
School of 
Education, now 

5835 S. Kimbark 
Avenue | University of 
Chicago, Chicago, 
Illinois 

Armstrong, Furst & Tilton 1974, National Register of 
Historic Places Inventory 
for the Hyde 
Park-Kenwood Historic 
District (Building #182)50 

50 Judd Hall is record #182 on the list of architecturally significant buildings within the Hyde Park-Kenwood 
historic district: 
https://www.chicago.gov/content/dam/city/depts/dcd/supp_info/jackson/HydePark-Kenwood.pdf 
 
 

49 The City of Chicago lists the Sunny Gymnasium as a local landmark: 
https://webapps1.chicago.gov/landmarksweb/search/searchdetail.htm?pin=2014220005&formNumber=41
0515224 

48 Author is unable to find official landmark records of this building, although the campus map of 
Northwestern University shows this building as one. In 1930, Thomas Tallmadge, then president of the 
Evanston Art Commission, awarded Armstrong, First & Tilton a plaque honoring the Western Theological 
Seminary as a “Best Building of 1930” in the ‘public building’ class. Evanston Review, January 15, 1931. 

47 “2019 Most Endangered Historic Places in Illinois,” Landmarks Illinois, accessed December 28, 2025 
https://www.landmarks.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Hoover-Estate-FINAL-1.pdf, and 
https://www.therecordnorthshore.org/2024/05/17/29-home-subdivision-returns-to-glencoe-trustees-followi
ng-lawsuit-other-challenges/. 

46 The city of Chicago recognizes this building as a local landmark, “Possesses potentially significant 
architectural or historical features.” Available here:  
https://webapps1.chicago.gov/landmarksweb/search/searchdetail.htm?pin=1709453011&formNumber=32
0141024 
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called Charles H. 
Judd Hall 
 

1935 Christchurch 
Cathedral and 
Parish House; 
Tilton-designed 
Chapel of the 
Ascension 

Eau Claire, WI  John Neal Tilton, Jr.  1983, National Register of 
Historic Places51 

1936 Hoover Memorial 
Chapel 

Lakeview Cemetery 
Buffington Drive 
Eau Claire, WI 

Armstrong, Furst & Tilton 2000, National Register of 
Historic Places52 

1949 Chapel and 
Expansion of St. 
Matthews 
Episcopal Church 

2120 Lincoln Street, 
Evanston, IL 

Armstrong, Furst & Tilton  

1950 Lincolnwood 
School 

2600 Colfax Avenue, 
Evanston, IL 

Armstrong, Furst & Tilton 2025, Proposed as an 
Evanston landmark 

1925 
 
1938 
 
1962 

Emmanuel 
Episcopal 
Church; complex 
includes chapel 
(1925), Parish 
House (1938), 
and South 
Building (1962). 

Emmanuel Episcopal 
Church, LaGrange, IL  

All designed by John Neal 
Tilton, Jr.  

2017, National Register of 
Historic Places53 

1949 Trinity Episcopal 
Cathedral 

Reno, NV John Neal Tilton, Jr.  2020, National Register of 
Historic Places54 

1954 Trinity Church Ashland, OR John Neal Tilton, Jr.  1984, National Register of 
Historic Places55 

 
 

55 https://npgallery.nps.gov/NRHP/GetAsset/b9bd67b4-7bd6-4468-99fe-4a05f8a4c3bd - See footnote #36 

54 https://dcnr.nv.gov/news/trinity-episcopal-cathedral-in-reno-now-listed-on-the-national-register-of 
https://shpo.nv.gov/uploads/documents/Trinity_Episcopal_Cathedral_10-900-NRHP-Registration-Form_5.
12_.2020-compressed_.pdf 

53 https://npgallery.nps.gov/NRHP/GetAsset/b9bd67b4-7bd6-4468-99fe-4a05f8a4c3bd 
52 https://npgallery.nps.gov/NRHP/GetAsset/NRHP/99001662_text 
51 https://npgallery.nps.gov/NRHP/GetAsset/b9bd67b4-7bd6-4468-99fe-4a05f8a4c3bd - See footnote #36 

Page 27 of 123 

Page 73 of 131

A. Page 75 of 292

https://npgallery.nps.gov/NRHP/GetAsset/b9bd67b4-7bd6-4468-99fe-4a05f8a4c3bd
https://dcnr.nv.gov/news/trinity-episcopal-cathedral-in-reno-now-listed-on-the-national-register-of
https://shpo.nv.gov/uploads/documents/Trinity_Episcopal_Cathedral_10-900-NRHP-Registration-Form_5.12_.2020-compressed_.pdf
https://shpo.nv.gov/uploads/documents/Trinity_Episcopal_Cathedral_10-900-NRHP-Registration-Form_5.12_.2020-compressed_.pdf
https://npgallery.nps.gov/NRHP/GetAsset/b9bd67b4-7bd6-4468-99fe-4a05f8a4c3bd
https://npgallery.nps.gov/NRHP/GetAsset/NRHP/99001662_text
https://npgallery.nps.gov/NRHP/GetAsset/b9bd67b4-7bd6-4468-99fe-4a05f8a4c3bd


 

To avoid confusion, 239 Greenwood is a residence in Evanston credited to John Neal Tilton, Jr.’s father, 
John Neal Tilton, Sr.56  
 

1892 Rowe House 239 Greenwood, 
Evanston, IL 

John Neal Tilton, Sr.57   

 

57 Just two doors down from the Charles Gates Dawes House, which today is the Evanston History 
Center, is a residence that was designed by John Neal Tilton, Sr, the father to John Neal Tilton, Jr.  
In an article in the Evanston Roundtable, Kris Hartzell shares, “This is one of the few, if not the only, 
houses in Evanston designed by architect John Neal Tilton Sr. (1860-1921). J. Neal Tilton was born 
in Rome, the son of noted artist John Rollin Tilton (1828-1888) and his wife Catherine Town Stebbins 
(1823-1903), an author and translator. Catherine’s sister Emma Stebbins (1815-1882) was a celebrated 
sculptor, part of a group of renowned women sculptors in Italy. As a child, John Neal was the model for 
several of her notable neoclassical works, [some of which are held by the Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/910297]. For decades, the household was a gathering 
place for artists, travelers and expatriots, including John Ruskin and Henry James. Tilton grew up in this 
intensely artistic milieu, which undoubtedly influenced his work as an architect. 
Tilton returned to the United States to attend Cornell University. He graduated in 1880 with a degree in 
architecture. He moved to Chicago and established his architectural practice. In 1886, he married Emily 
Wood Larabee, and the couple moved to LaGrange, where he built a house on Kensington Avenue. One 
of their sons, J. Neal Tilton Jr., would also attend Cornell and become a well-known architect in 
LaGrange.” (Text emphasis by author.) 

56 https://evanstonroundtable.com/2022/01/04/239-greenwood-evanston-history-center/ 
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1925, Emmanuel Episcopal Church, La Grange, IL 

 
Image: Emmanuel Episcopal Church of La Grange, Illinois (1925). Designed by John Neal Tilton, Jr. 
Source: National Register of Historic Places Application for Emmanuel Episcopal Church.  
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1929, Seabury-Western Theological Seminary, Evanston, IL 

 
Source: Northwestern University Libraries 
Available: https://dc.library.northwestern.edu/items/c29319ca-2372-4a4d-a569-7504657131b8 
https://evanstonroundtable.com/2009/07/20/nu-acquires-seabury-buildings-land/ 
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1929, Central School, Glencoe, IL 

 
Image: Advertisement for Herman Nelson air conditioning, featuring an image of Central School in 
Glencoe, IL - a building designed by Armstrong, Furst & Tilton. Source: eBay.  
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1929, University of Chicago, Sunny Gymnasium, Chicago, IL 

 

 
Source: University of Chicago, Photographic Archive 
https://photoarchive.lib.uchicago.edu/db.xqy?keywords=armstrong%2C+furst 
 

Page 32 of 123 

Page 78 of 131

A. Page 80 of 292

https://photoarchive.lib.uchicago.edu/db.xqy?keywords=armstrong%2C+furst


 

1930, University of Chicago, Graduate School of Education, Chicago, IL 
 

 
Source: University of Chicago, Photographic Archive 
https://photoarchive.lib.uchicago.edu/db.xqy?keywords=armstrong%2C+furst 
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1949, Trinity Church, Reno, NV 

 
Image: Trinity Church, Reno, Nevada (1949). Designed by John Neal Tilton, Jr of Armstrong 
Furst & Tilton. Source: National Register of Historic Places Application for Trinity Episcopal 
Cathedral, page 37. 

 
Image: Trinity Episcopal Cathedral, Reno, Nevada (1949). Designed by John Neal Tilton, Jr. 
Source: National Register of Historic Places Application for Trinity Episcopal Cathedral, page 
38. 

Page 34 of 123 

Page 80 of 131

A. Page 82 of 292



 

Resemblance to an Evanston Landmark Residence 
 

 
Image: North Side of Lincolnwood School 
Source: Photographed by Julia Vaughan. 

Image: North Side of Residence located at 2920 Lincoln 
Source: City of Evanston, Landmark Inventory Report, October 30, 2015 
https://www.cityofevanston.org/home/showpublisheddocument/64876/637605715392300000  
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Image: Statement of Significance for 2920 Lincoln Street.  
Source: City of Evanston Preservation Commission. 
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Development of Land Surrounding Lincolnwood School (1914-1927) 

 

 
 

 
 

Evanston Daily News - January 14, 1914 Evanston News-Index - September 26, 1927 
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Evanston Daily News (published as THE EVANSTON DAILY NEWS) - July 9, 1912 - page 1  
July 9, 1912 | Evanston Daily News (published as THE EVANSTON DAILY NEWS) | Evanston, Illinois | Page 1  

`  
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1912 School Board Decides Upon School Names 
Evanston Daily News (published as THE EVANSTON DAILY NEWS) - June 13, 1913 - page 6  
June 13, 1913 | Evanston Daily News (published as THE EVANSTON DAILY NEWS) | Evanston, Illinois | Page 6  
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Evanston Daily News (published as THE EVANSTON DAILY NEWS) - February 26, 1913 - page 1  
February 26, 1913 | Evanston Daily News (published as THE EVANSTON DAILY NEWS) | Evanston, Illinois | Page 1  
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Evanston Daily News (published as THE EVANSTON DAILY NEWS) - June 3, 1913 - page 1  
June 3, 1913 | Evanston Daily News (published as THE EVANSTON DAILY NEWS) | Evanston, Illinois | Page 1  
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Evanston Press (published as THE EVANSTON PRESS) - March 15, 1913 - page 6  
March 15, 1913 | Evanston Press (published as THE EVANSTON PRESS) | Evanston, Illinois | Page 6  
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Evanston Daily News (published as THE EVANSTON DAILY NEWS) - May 16, 1913 - page 1  
May 16, 1913 | Evanston Daily News (published as THE EVANSTON DAILY NEWS) | Evanston, Illinois | Page 1  
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Evanston Daily News (published as THE EVANSTON DAILY NEWS) - February 2, 1914 - page 2  
February 2, 1914 | Evanston Daily News (published as THE EVANSTON DAILY NEWS) | Evanston, Illinois | Page 2  
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1914 Souvenir Program for the Opening of The Lincolnwood School  

 
Source: Evanston History Center, Lincolnwood Dedication Program Cover 
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Source: Evanston History Center, Lincolnwood Dedication Program 
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Source: Evanston History Center, Lincolnwood Dedication Program  
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Evanston News-Index (published as THE EVANSTON NEWS-INDEX) - September 10, 1919 - page 2  
September 10, 1919 | Evanston News-Index (published as THE EVANSTON NEWS-INDEX) | Evanston, Illinois | Page 2  
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Evanston Review (published as The Evanston Review) - April 14, 1949 - page 48  
April 14, 1949 | Evanston Review (published as The Evanston Review) | Evanston, Illinois | Page 48  
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1945 Sketch of Lincolnwood School by John Neal Tilton, Jr 

 
Scan of Architect’s Original Sketch of Lincolnwood School.  
Source: Cornell University Library.58   

 

58 Cornell University Library, Rare Manuscripts Collection. Records of Armstrong, Furst & Tilton. Author: 
Armstrong, Furst & Tilton, Architects (Chicago, Ill.) Volume/Box: Box 1. Delivered November 24, 2025. 
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1950 Cover of the Evanston Review 

 
Source: Evanston History Center  
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1950 Program from Lincolnwood Dedication 

 
Source: Evanston History Center, Lincolnwood Dedication Program (1950)  
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Source: Evanston History Center, Lincolnwood Dedication Program (1950) 
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1950 Lincolnwood: A Community Center - authored by Midge Perkins 
 
Evanston Review (published as The Evanston Review) - September 7, 1950 - page 5  
September 7, 1950 | Evanston Review (published as The Evanston Review) | Evanston, Illinois | 
Page 5  
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Evanston Review (published as The Evanston Review) - September 7, 1950 - page 30  
September 7, 1950 | Evanston Review (published as The Evanston Review) | Evanston, Illinois | 
Page 30  
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1950 The Mitchells  
 
“Mr. Mitchell negotiated for the purchase of the site of Lincolnwood School and the woods to the 
west of it.” 
 
Evanston Review (published as The Evanston Review) - November 2, 1950 - page 10  
November 2, 1950 | Evanston Review (published as The Evanston Review) | Evanston, Illinois | Page 10  
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1952 Ten Trees Planted by Students in Observance of Arbor Day 

 
Source: Evanston Review, May 1, 1952. 
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1953 New Kindergarten Wing Addition 

 
Source: Evanston Review - December 17, 1953 
https://infoweb-newsbank-com.evanston.idm.oclc.org/apps/news/document-view?p=AMNEWS&t=favorite%3A17DFDAA4%21Evans
ton%2520Newspapers%2520Historical%2520and%2520Current&sort=YMD_date%3AD&hide_duplicates=2&fld-base-0=alltext&ma
xresults=60&val-base-0=%22new%20kindergarten%20wing%20%22&docref=image%2Fv2%3A17DFDAA46840022B%40EANX-N
B-18E8D09D6755C841%402434729-18E8CE877711EFD3%408&origin=image%2Fv2%3A17DFDAA46840022B%40EANX-NB-18
E8D09D6755C841%402434729-18E8CE877711EFD3%408-18E8CE877711EFD3%40 
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1965 School Transfers Board Bus for Lunch 
 

 
 
Source: Evanston History Center - September 23, 1965 (Publication unknown) 
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1966 Gymnasium Storage Addition 

 
Source: Evanston History Center - January 20, 1966 (Publication unknown)  
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1969 Appreciating Art at Lincolnwood 

 
Source: Evanston History Center - March 28, 1969 (Publication unknown) 
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1974 Tutoring with Residents of the Pioneer Place Swedish Retirement 
Home, now called Three Crowns Park 
 

 
Source: Evanston History Center - May 30, 1974, likely Evanston Review. 
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1977 SafetyTown 

 
Source: Evanston History Center - June 30, 2016 (Evanston Roundtable).  
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1986 Created a Map of the United States

 

 
Source: Evanston History Center - September 17, 1986 (Evanston Review).  
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2013 Established the Star Garden 

 
 
Source: Evanston History Center - June 6, 2013(Evanston Roundtable). 
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2025 Held Community Day, which involved Perkins Woods 
 

 
Image featuring current Lincolnwood students with Libby Hill, Steward of the Dwight Perkins 
Woods. Learning about oak trees in the woods was an element of “Community Day” on October 
17, 2025. Source: Photograph by Author. 
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School History via Evanston History Center 
 

 
Source: Evanston History Center - Date & Author Unknown. 
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Evanston Review (published as EVANSTON REVIEW) - March 16, 2000 - page 39  
March 16, 2000 | Evanston Review (published as EVANSTON REVIEW) | Evanston, Illinois | Page 39  

 

Source: Evanston Review, March 16, 2000 
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Letters of Support from the Community 

Friends of the Cook County Forest Preserve 
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From: Marla Dobrin 
Subject: Re: Lincolnwood School & Landmark Initiative 
Date: January 6, 2026 at 8:22:34 AM CST 
 
I began teaching at Lincolnwood in 1997, and taught down the hall from my mom (Mrs. 
Meltzer, a beloved 2nd and 3rd grade teacher) for 5 years. My mom began teaching at 
Lincolnwood in the 80's and retired in 2002.  
 
Lincolnwood has always been a special place for me because of the connection with my 
mom, who sadly passed away 5 1/2 years ago. The relationships I have to the families I 
have taught, along with the ones my mom has taught, is what makes Lincolnwood so 
special. In addition to the amazing community, this building is gorgeous. Looking from the 
outside, it's exactly what you think of when you think of a school. The red brick building, 
set back with lots of land around it, and the beautiful woods along its side is what makes it 
so special. 
 
Fondly, 
Marla Dobrin  
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From: Aimee Lanphere 
 
Subject: Sharing My Story 
Date: December 11, 2025 at 8:46:02 AM CST 
 
Dear neighbors and friends whom I haven’t met yet, 

 
Lincolnwood School should be preserved as a landmark because its part and parcel of 
our ancestors’ vision, has been the hub of our community, and is now our duty to preserve 
for the future. 

 
The first Lincolnwood School, built in 1913, and adjacent Perkins Woods, are undoubtedly 
the reasons why the first owner of my house, Adele Montgomery, decided to move to 
Evanston with her family in 1922. It’s an ideal location, kitty-corner to the present school’s 
backyard, and across Grant Street from the woods. She chose George Elmslie, a 
renowned architect, to design it. Elmslie worked with the Prairie School architects, among 
them, Frank Lloyd Wright, landscape architect Jens Jensen and architect Dwight Perkins. 
 
Perkins was the 12th Architect for the Chicago Board of Education.  In 1914, he and Jens 
Jensen were determined to save open space from industrialization, and thus helped 
create the Cook County Forest Preserves, the smallest parcel of which is Perkins Woods. 

 
Perkins Woods, Evanston‘s only forest preserve, is a rare treat, frequented by birders all 
over Chicagoland. 174 species of birds have been sighted there. The forest animals who 
live in there use Lincolnwood schoolyard because, for them, it’s all part of the same place. 
 
Even though I own Adele’s house now, I believe I’m borrowing it from history on its life’s 
long timeline into the future. Thank goodness it was designated as a landmark house. 
 
I wish the same landmark status for the Lincolnwood School property. The school and 
grounds are the hub of activity for our neighborhood. Although the physical school has 
changed, the school grounds and the woods remember the 112 years of happy children’s 
voices & footprints. They need our voices to speak for them now to preserve them as 
open space. 
 
Sincerely,  
Aimee Lanphere  
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From: Linda Gartz 
 
Subject: Our story re: Lincolnwood School 
Date: November 18, 2025 at 2:31:20 PM CST 
 
My husband and I have been Evanston residents since 1975… We soon discovered 
Perkins’ Woods on many walks with our dog and noticed the beautiful Lincolnwood 
School just on the east end of the woods. I was teaching at the time in Winnetka and 
peered into the windows at the classrooms to see how they were set up. As a 
professional educator, I was so impressed with what I saw in those mostly kindergarten 
classrooms: lively bulletin boards, clever displays for each season, lots of kids’ work on 
the walls—clearly child-centered classrooms. I wondered if our kids might ever go to this 
beautiful school, but at the time, we were in Willard’s district. 
 
We had our sons in June 1986 and December 1989 … The following year, we purchased 
a home on Lincoln and were now in Lincolnwood’s district, along with lots of boys in 
Evan’s Indian Guide’s group (renamed since then). We instantly loved Lincolnwood 
School as a … neighborhood school. We walked there in about 10 minutes every 
weekday, meeting other parents and students on the way, getting to know our neighbors 
and our neighbors’ children.  
 
That’s the importance of a neighborhood school: it brings community together in the best 
ways. I got involved in the Lincolnwood PTA, eventually becoming a co-president. The 
proximity of other families made making friends easy, and my sons also had African 
American friends who would come to our home or my son(s) would go to theirs. The PTA 
consisted of parents (mostly moms) who really made the school extraordinary, with 
special evening family or weekend events that were educational as well as lots of fun. 
One Christmas we learned about Kwanzaa from an African American couple, parents of 
Lincolnwood students.  
 
The PTA also raised money with multiple projects, enough that the PTA paid for re-doing 
the library and for buying new playground equipment. The Lincolnwood community 
worked together to make Lincolnwood a vibrant and special place. The teachers were 
terrific. I wrote grants, spanning more than three years, to spear-head a tutoring program 
for low-level readers. It was a research-based program with trained parent volunteers who 
worked with kids who weren’t needy enough for the district program, but would have fallen 
behind without the extra support. As a neighborhood school, we were able to get lots of 
volunteers and over a four-year period taught more than 200 children to read. We 
presented our data to the Board of Education, who then funded it for a short while. Such 
is the benefit of a neighborhood school.  
 
Lincolnwood … is a vital glue that holds our community together. 
 
Thank you, Linda Gartz 
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Obituaries 

 Perkins, Dwight H.  
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Perkins, Lucy F.  
Evanston Review (published as The Evanston Review) - March 25, 1937 - page 96  
March 25, 1937 | Evanston Review (published as The Evanston Review) | Evanston, Illinois | Page 96  
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Tilton, John Neal  

 
Source: Cornell University Archives: 
https://ecommons.cornell.edu/server/api/core/bitstreams/ad10f537-93a9-4df2-9921-cb888c7df0b2/content  
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Furst, William 
Evanston Review (published as The Evanston Review) - December 23, 1965 - page 73  
December 23, 1965 | Evanston Review (published as The Evanston Review) | Evanston, Illinois | Page 73  
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25PRES-0120 
 

CITY OF EVANSTON 
PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

 
A RESOLUTION 

Determining that the Nominated Landmark Meets the Criteria for Designation and 

Thereby  Requesting the City Manager Transmit the Evanston Preservation 

Commission’s Report and Recommendation that the Evanston City Council Designate 

the Lots of Record and School Structure at 2700 Hurd Avenue as an Evanston Landmark 

by Ordinance 

 

WHEREAS, on October 7, 2025, Thomas Weber (“the Nominator”) submitted 

a complete application form nominating for landmark designation the school structure and lots of 

record at 2700 Hurd Avenue PINS 05-33-412-007 to 05-33-412-013 and 05-33-412-0020 to 05-

33-412-0022  (“Subject Property”); and 

WHEREAS, on October 9, 2025, City staff notified the Property Owner of the 

submission of a complete nomination form, initiating landmark proceedings; and 

WHEREAS, on November 20, 2025, City staff notified the Property Owner of 

the scheduled public hearing for the nomination on December 2, 2025; and 

WHEREAS, in accordance with Section 2-8-5 of the City Code, at its 

meetings of December 2, 2025, the Preservation Commission held a Public Hearing and heard 

testimony and presentation on the landmark nomination of 2700 Hurd Avenue from the 

Nominator and afforded the Property Owner the opportunity to present testimony; and 

WHEREAS, on February 10, 2026, the Commission, based on the evidence 

and testimony, approved its Report; recommending that the Evanston City Council (the “City 

Council”) designate the subject property including the school structure and lots of record at 2700 

Hurd Avenue as an Evanston Landmark; and 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE PRESERVATION 

COMISSION OF THE CITY OF EVANSTON, COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS: 

Section 1: The Commission determined that the application for landmark 

designation of the school structure and lots of record at 2700 Hurd Avenue is in conformity with 

City Code Section 2-8-4, “Criteria for Designation.” 

Section 2: The Commission recommends that the City Council designates by 

ordinance the school structure and lots of record at 2700 Hurd Avenue, as a landmark, in that 

the subject property meets the criteria for designation as an Evanston Landmark under City 

Code Sections 2-8-4(A)(3), 2-8-4(A)(4), 2-8-4(A)(9), and 2-8-4(B). 

Section 3: The report of the Commission’s findings is approved, and 

attached hereto as Exhibit 1 and made a part hereof. The Chair and/or the Commission’s Staff 

Liaison may make corrections, additions, and modifications thereto without change in substance 

as they shall deem appropriate and consistent with this resolution and testimony provided. 

Section 4: The City Manager is hereby requested to transmit the 

Commission’s Recommendation and Report to the Mayor and the City Council. 

Section 5: Notice of the recommendation of the Commission, including a 

copy of the report, shall be transmitted to the City Council or its duly authorized Committee and 

sent by regular mail and email to the owner of record and to the nominator of the nominated 

landmark, within fifteen (15) business days following adoption of the resolution and report. 

Adopted: February 10, 2026  Yeas: __   Nays: __ 

        Date: 

__________________________    ______________________ 

Carl Klein, Chair 

Attest:        Date: 

__________________________    _______________________ 

Amanda Ziehm, Secretary 
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Preservation Commission 
City of Evanston 
909 Davis Street 

Evanston, Illinois 60201 
(847) 448-8231 

csterling@cityofevanston.org 
 

 

 

Report to the Evanston City Council recommending that the property at 2700 Hurd 
Avenue be designated an Evanston landmark by ordinance. 
 
Recommended Action:  
The Preservation Commission recommends that the City Council designate the lot of record 
and school structure at 2700 Hurd Avenue, known as Willard Elementary, (the subject 
property) as an Evanston Landmark. The subject property meets the designation criteria in 
City Code, Section 2-8-4 Criteria for Designation (A) 3.; (A) 4.; (A) 9.; and, in accordance with 
subsection 2-8-4 (B), the building retains excellent integrity in location, design, setting, 
materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. 
 
The building was initially designed and constructed in 1922 by Henry Raeder (Raeder & 
Coffin) and later expanded in 1931 by Frank Childs (Childs & Smith). Willard Elementary 
refines traditional classical design in a spare revival style. Raeder’s design unmistakably 
borrows from classical forms and precedent yet employs modern restraint in the use of 
detailing and ornamentation -- representing an early form of stripped institutional 
neoclassicism. The school’s location, form, and scale emphasize its civic importance and 
inexorable association with rapid changes to the built fabric and development pattern of 
northwest Evanston.  
 
Address: 
2700 Hurd Avenue 
 
Construction Date:  
1922; 1931(addn); 2001(addn) 
 
Architectural Style:  
Renaissance Revival/Georgian Revival 
 
Use: 
Institutional - Educational 
 
 

Condition:  
Excellent 
 
Integrity:  
Excellent 
 
Architects of Record: 
Henry Raeder; Childs and Smith (addn); 
ARCON (addn) 
 
Original Owner/Commissioned By:  
School District #75 (todays #65)

 
 
 
 
 

DRAFT N
OT A

PPROVED

A. Page 137 of 292



Setting: 
Willard Elementary School is located in northwest Evanston on the corner of Park Place and 
Hurd Avenue with its primary (east) elevation fronting Hurd Avenue and secondary (west) 
elevation facing Central Park Avenue. The building has a monumental presence and its 
footprint and surrounding grounds are substantial in scale yet well integrated into the 
surrounding built fabric of predominately residential use. The structure is two blocks north 
of the Central Street merchant district’s western core.  
 
This portion of the city was the westernmost terminus of the streetcar system, which 
turned back at Central Street and Lincolnwood Drive (later extending west on Harrison). The 
merchant district in this location remains largely intact with many well-preserved traditional 
mixed-use structures, predominately between Hurd Street to the west and Bennett Avenue 
to the east. The neighborhood north of Central Street and west of Ewing Avenue was 
predominantly developed in the decade before streetcar service was terminated in 1935. 
The surrounding residential areas contain a diverse mix of housing types, sizes, and styles. 
Large revival houses designed by local architects for original owner-occupants are 
interspersed with equally large and modest revival houses, bungalows, and other smaller 
vernacular typologies built by contractor-builders for speculation.  
 
Much of northwest Evanston south of Central Street includes the surveyed and proposed 
Northwest Evanston Historic District. Although a historic district was never established, this 
area contains significant concentrations of individual landmarks – a testament to its 
architectural heritage. Its significant built environment includes extensions of the street 
network within the original 1868 plat of the Village of North Evanston. This purposeful 
system of expansive parkways connects various commercial and institutional resources as 
well as small and large public parks and open spaces. Numerous large trees on the Willard 
property and within the surrounding neighborhoods are remnants of the area's pre-
development pastoral history, when oak and other tree species abounded. Many elm trees 
planted on the parkways at the time of development still arch gracefully over a number of 
streets. The site on which the school sits is thought to have been undeveloped prior to the 
school's construction.  
 
History: 
The significance of a historic property can be judged and explained only when it is evaluated 
within its historic context. The first three decades of the 20th century ushered in 
fundamental shifts to the residential development pattern of Evanston, and consequently 
to its school system. Between 1910 and 1930, Evanston’s population swelled from 25,000 
people to nearly 65,000. Eight schools, including ETHS, would be constructed during this 
period. For purposes of this report, those within north and northwest Evanston are 
discussed. 
 
Willard Elementary was commissioned by School District #75 in 1922. Its opening occurred 
toward the end of this period of rapid change for the school system and unprecedented 
residential growth and development throughout the city, including parts of northwest 
Evanston previously annexed in 1916. As the population grew within the School District’s 
boundaries, the school system evolved. As a result of the expanded school system, 
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development interest within northwest Evanston increased and the population continued 
to grow. These two phenomena reacted to and pushed each other until the area was largely 
built-out and large scale development ceased. 
 
Prior to the building boom that occurred between World War I and the early years of the 
Great Depression, northwest Evanston had been sparsely populated. The area was served 
by the Crandon School (1874-1924), which had been located on the site of today's 
Independence Park, while northeast Evanston was served by Noyes School (1882-1975). As 
early as 1910, in anticipation of growth within northwest Evanston, the District and 
community began exploring growth opportunities to capitalize on new tax revenue and 
maximize efficiency and capacity. Decisions regarding school location and building new vs 
expanding existing structures were influenced by newly established neighborhood 
improvement associations. As a result of those efforts, Orrington Elementary, designed by 
Raeder and Coffin, was constructed in 1912 and the original Lincolnwood Elementary 
School, designed by Perkins, Fellows & Hamilton, was constructed in 1914 (demolished in 
the early 1940s). 
 
The Crandon School, which was in poor condition, was not large enough to accommodate 
additional growth in northwest Evanston. Lincolnwood Elementary was also unable to 
absorb additional capacity. Both schools were challenged by newly expanded attendance 
boundaries. Rather than rehabilitate and expand Crandon, the School District would 
ultimately look to build a new school in northwest Evanston on the site of today’s Willard 
School. In 1922 the District begin construction of Willard and closed Crandon when the new 
school opened for the following school year. The Crandon property was later cleared and 
conveyed to the City through a land swap between it and the City-owned Spencer Park east 
of Perkins Woods. 
 
A site for a new intermediate school for north Evanston was chosen in 1923. Haven Middle 
School, one of the country’s first intermediate schools, was completed shortly afterward in 
1927. Foster School, the present location of Family Focus, was originally constructed 
between 1905 and 1908 but saw a large addition in 1925. 
 
Following Evanston’s rich heritage of high-quality school architecture, Willard was designed 
by prominent local architect and school board member Henry Raeder who had completed 
the design and construction of Orrington School a decade prior. The new school was named 
posthumously in honor of prominent national and local social reformer Frances Willard.  
 
Also during this period, Evanston enacted early land use reforms. These included regulation 
of apartment construction (1901), new height restrictions, and minimum lot and room sizes 
(1915). City leaders also established "restricted residential districts” (1916) and a zoning 
commission (1919) and adopted the state’s and Midwest regions first comprehensive 
zoning ordinance (1921) – one of the earliest in the nation. 
 
The planning and eventual construction of Willard, not unlike other schools, increased 
development pressures and leveraged rapid changes in land values and market conditions 
within its surroundings. Unlike other parts of the city however, northwest Evanston 
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neighborhoods -- including those around Willard Elementary -- developed rapidly and 
cohesively under the City’s new land use controls and early examples of zoning. And unlike 
many of Evanston's schools, which were informed by and inserted within existing residential 
fabric, Willard School became directly associated with the development patterns and 
physical forms that followed its construction. The surrounding neighborhood has evolved in 
tandem with its school and as such, it has become one of northwest Evanston’s longest-
serving community institutions with significant cultural and social associations. 
 
This time is also inexorably linked to a period in which the foundation of segregated schools 
and early forms of exclusionary real estate and lending practices in Evanston were laid.  
 
In 1918, despite community protest, the School District transferred 42 Black students from 
the Lincolnwood and Crandon attendance boundaries to Foster School to create additional 
capacity to accommodate the geography of the expanding district. Foster at the time was a 
diverse school, but was becoming steadily segregated.  More direct displacement pressures 
on the sparsely populated neighborhood adjacent to Willard were spurred not by 
construction of the school, but by City-initiated capital improvement and land clearance 
projects.  This included condemnation of property and displacement of existing Black 
residents along the former Bauer Place, directly east of Willard School. Some of these 
properties’ were condemned by the City and subsequently demolished or relocated in order 
to extend Lincolnwood Drive north between Hurd Street and Isabella Street. During the 
same period, construction of Haven Middle School and today’s Kingsley Elementary School 
was accompanied by widespread condemnation of property and land clearance which 
displaced a large number of Black residents. 
 
Between 1920 and 1930, over 1,400 new homes were built in northwest Evanston. During 
this same period, Evanston’s Black community grew significantly but was increasingly 
concentrated in the Fifth Ward through displacement pressures and exclusionary real estate 
practices. This began to shape the city’s historical patterns of residential segregation seen 
to this day. In fact, of those 1,400 new homes built in northwest Evanston, none were sold 
to a Black household.  
 
Neighborhood schools are directly influenced by their associated housing patterns and 
growth trends. Due to this, many neighborhood schools across Evanston became 
segregated during this period due to direct and indirect displacement pressures and the 
housing and housing practices surrounding them. By 1940, Foster School in the Fifth Ward, 
was a de facto segregated school, being comprised almost entirely of Black students. In 
1958, when the Foster School burned, black students were bused for the first time to 
Willard Elementary (and other schools in addition to the 1956 Fleetwood Jourdain 
Community Center). These students were not incorporated into the existing classrooms or 
integrated with other non-Black students. Instead, they held class in gyms, libraries, and 
auditoriums when they weren’t otherwise in use. These students would return to a newly 
constructed Foster School in 1961.  
 
These practices predicated later desegregation efforts that would see many Black students 
return to Willard, first as part of a voluntary transfer program to alleviate overcrowding at 
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Foster and Dewey Schools in 1963 and later under a formal desegregation plan adopted in 
1964. Under this plan, Foster School would close as a neighborhood school but remain open 
as a magnet school for another decade. As a second part of the desegregation plan, all the 
children who had previously attended Foster School and a majority of the children who had 
previously attended Dewey School were reassigned to one of seven predominately white 
schools – including Willard. Approximately 450 Black children per year were bused to school 
under this plan. Over the next five decades, Willard, along with other schools, would play a 
role in the District’s planned desegregation and would become associated as a community 
resource not only for its immediate neighborhood, but complexly, for neighborhoods that 
saw their own school removed from its surrounding built and social fabric.  
 
Many Evanston schools, including Willard Elementary, are associated with the context that 
includes Evanston’s historically important, albeit uncomfortable, history of racial 
segregation, and later desegregation efforts. However, mere association with historic 
events or trends does not qualify for landmark designation under related criteria. 
Importantly, Willard Elementary is not known to be associated with a single event or a 
pattern of events that is uniquely illustrated or communicated by its identity or can 
otherwise be identified as highly significant to this broader history and context.  
 
Explanation of the significance or lack of significance of the nominated landmark or 
district as it relates to the criteria for designation: 
On December 2, 2025 the Preservation Commission found that the nominated property and 
structure at 2700 Hurd Avenue, likely met criterion 3, 4, and 9 for Landmark designation by 
ordinance (City Code, Section 2-8-4 (A).  The property was also thought to contain 
significant integrity as required under City Code, Section 2-8-4 (B). Criterion 2 and 6 were 
asked to be explored further and after additional consideration, are not met.  
 
Subsequently, on February 10, 2026, the Preservation Commission resolved that the 
nominated property and structure at 2700 Hurd Avenue, meets criterion 3, 4, and 9 for 
Landmark designation by ordinance.  
 

Criterion 2: 
Its identification with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the 
historic, cultural, architectural, archaeological, or related aspect of the 
development of the City, State, Midwest Region, or United States. 
 
Although the school remains a tangible link to recall of Willards memory and her 
associations with Evanston, it is not considered for designation under Criterion 2.  
 
Willard Elementary School was posthumously dedicated in honor of prominent 
national and local social reformer Frances Willard. However, the property 
commemorates rather than illustrates her important achievements. Further, the 
property and school structure did not exist within the historic context of Willard, the 
suffragist movement, or the formative years of the WCTU.  
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The National Park Service further identifies a need to compare related properties 
when evaluating significance on the basis of its association with an individual. The 
property that best represents the person’s historic contributions and has a longer 
length of association is prioritized. The Frances Willard Rest Cottage, a local 
Landmark and National Historic Landmark and the WCTU local historic district are 
better associated with Willard’s productive life in Evanston and her historic 
associations and contributions locally, regionally, nationally, and internationally.  

 
Finally, the National Park Service outlines unique circumstances where a 
commemorative property may have gained significance over time. Although spare 
events were identified, it was not evident that Willard Elementary has continued to 
meaningfully honor its namesake or that significance has been acquired over the 
past century through age, intentional and lasting traditions, or symbolic value. 
 
Criterion 3:  
Its exemplification of an architectural type, style or design distinguished by 
innovation, rarity, uniqueness, or overall quality of design, detail, materials, or 
craftsmanship. 
 
Criterion 3 is met. Henry Raeder’s design of Willard Elementary refines traditional 
classical design in a spare revival style. The overall plan and form of the structure is 
unmistakable as a school, and its exterior edifice communicates its association and 
importance as a building of public utility. Raeder's design borrows from classical 
forms and precedent yet employs modern restraint in detailing and ornamentation -
- representing an early form of stripped institutional neoclassicism. The school's 
design vocabulary is juxtaposed by similar commissions during the same period that 
fully embraced past precedent rather than use it as a starting point for evolutionary 
expression. These include the Collegiate Gothic Evanston Township High School 
(1923-1924), Venetian Gothic Nichols Middle School (1925), Classical Revival Foster 
School (1925) and Jacobean styled Haven Middle School (1927).  
 
Raeder utilized a simple yet high quality material palette and limited ornamentation 
to full effect, creating a harmonious and balanced composition with superior 
craftsmanship not common in construction today. Its design vocabulary represents a 
continuation of Evanston’s rich heritage of school architecture and physically 
represents the higher ideals of child-centered public education at which Evanston 
played a role on the national stage during a period of widespread reform. 
 
The interior program for the school and its resulting exterior composition equally 
reflect new educational philosophies and innovative pedagogical approaches of the 
period. These emphasized improved circulation, fresh air, natural light, hygiene, 
physical education, community programming, and other vocational needs. When 
opened, the school incorporated many of these new programmatic needs including 
large operable windows, ample grounds and play spaces, large corridors, more 
adaptable classroom layouts, a dedicated break room for teachers, dressing rooms, 
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a doctor’s office and clinic, and an integrated gymnasium, library, and auditorium. At 
the time of its construction, Willard was the largest school in the district.  
 
The 1931 additions to the original volume, designed by Childs & Smith, have gained 
significance in their own right through age and a harmonious use of materials, 
detailing, and skillful massing.  
 
Criterion 4: 
Its identification as the work of an architect, designer, engineer, or builder whose 
individual work is significant in the history or development of the City of Evanston, 
the State of Illinois, the Midwest region, or the United States.  
 
Criterion 4 is met: Willard Elementary School was designed by Henry Raeder (1857-
1943). Raeder was a prominent early twentieth century architect and engineer 
whose legacy spans not only Evanston but the region and nation as well. Raeder, the 
son of German immigrants, was a prominent Chicago School architect who lived in 
Evanston and had his office in Chicago and practiced throughout the Midwest under 
the firm Raeder, Coffin, and Crocker (later Raeder and Coffin). Henry Raeder’s 
success as an architect is in part a reflection of his ability to stay at the forefront of 
rapidly evolving trends in design and construction techniques.  
 
Raeder attended MIT in the 1880s, studying architecture and civil engineering and 
ultimately receiving a degree in civil engineering. At this time, MIT housed America’s 
first collegiate architecture program, formalizing architecture education and 
curriculum through a framework of classical design, architectural history, and 
building construction. This approach offered a design-focused education grounded 
in precedent and history that was an alternative to more common apprenticeships 
and craft-based training and became a cornerstone of modern architecture. 
Similarly, the school's engineering program maintained an international reputation 
for its unique incorporation of instruction and practical experience and materials 
science, making the institution a model for training. Many of the nation's most 
significant architects and engineers of this period were trained at MIT. Due in part to 
Chicago’s rapid growth, wealth, opportunity, and spirit of progress, many MIT 
graduates found a home in here. Significant advancements in architecture and the 
design and construction of our nation's critical infrastructure would follow. 
 
Despite a number of significant residential designs including five landmark homes in 
Evanston, where he lived, Raeder would become broadly recognized for his 
institutional and commercial designs. This work notably included large, functional 
buildings that utilized innovative construction techniques such as early use of steel-
framing, combinations of traditional masonry and steel, and later use of reinforced 
concrete framing. His work was creative, original, and grounded in classical 
traditions. Raeder had an ability to work across a variety of styles and skillfully 
incorporated ornate interior and exterior detailing  
 
Significant works by Raeder include: 
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 Palladio, Duluth Minnesota (1889) 

 1733 Asbury Avenue, Charles H. Chandler House (1890, Evanston 
landmark, NRHP) 

 1742 Asbury Avenue, Charles P. Mitchell House (1889, Evanston 
landmark, NRHP) 

 2236 Orrington Avenue, McCulloch House (1895, Evanston landmark, 
NRHP) 

 1104 Greenwood Avenue (1892, heavily altered in 1926 NRHP) 

 Century Building, St. Louis Missouri (1897, NRHP, demolished 2004) 

 Orrington Elementary School (1911, Evanston landmark, NRHP) 

 American Furniture Mart (1923, Chicago landmark, NRHP) 

 Hotel Maytag (1926, Newton Iowa landmark, NRHP) 
 

His design of the American Furniture Mart at 680 North Lake Shore Drive in Chicago 
is considered his seminal work. At the time (1923), it was the largest building in the 
world by volume. The structure occupies an entire city block and features a 474-foot 
tall Gothic Revival tower that includes blue-and-gold terra cotta spires and cupola. 
Over a century later, the structure remains an iconic feature of Chicago’s skyline.  

 
The 1931 addition to the north and west of the school's original volume was 
designed by Childs & Smith, founded by Frank Childs and Elmer Smith in 1918. Childs 
was a longtime resident of Evanston and his Chicago-based firm was widely known 
for its institutional and commercial buildings, especially schools. It was active across 
the Midwest region with notable works including: 
 

 Nichols Middle School (1929, Evanston landmark, NRHP) 

 Weiboldt Hall of Commerce (designed in partnership with James Gamble 
Rogers in 1926, Chicago Landmark, NRHP) 

 Goodrich House (1932, Evanston landmark, NRHP) 

 Jackson High School (1926, Jackson Michigan, NRHP) 

 Sentry Insurance Building (1922, Stevens Point Wisconsin, NRHP) 

 Campana Sales Company Factory (1937, Batavia Illinois, NRHP) 

 Monroe Elementary School (1939, Davenport Iowa, NRHP) 
 
The firm's archives are held by the Art Institute of Chicago and the Society of 
Architectural Historians.  
Criterion 6: 
Its association with important cultural, social, political, or economic aspects or 
events in the history of the City, the State, the Midwest region, or the United 
States. 
 
Despite additional research, the property is not recommended for designation under 
Criterion 6. Although the school is thought to be the first public building within the 
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city to be named for a woman, there is little documentation of this and it remains 
speculative that the event was clearly important within Evanston’s history.  
  
Criterion 9: 
Its unique location or distinctive physical appearance or presence representing an 
established and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood, community or the City 
 
Criterion 9 is met. The relationship between the physical aspects of the school 
including its architectural expression and its landscape composition, and the 
common, everyday experiences of the community provide the background and 
context for its significance. This significance continues to grow and evolve, but is 
grounded in a history unique to northwest Evanston.  
The planning and eventual construction of Willard, not unlike other schools, 
increased development pressures and leveraged rapid changes in land values and 
market conditions within its surroundings. Unlike other parts of the city however, 
northwest Evanston neighborhoods -- including those around Willard Elementary -- 
developed rapidly and cohesively under the City’s new land use controls and early 
examples of zoning. And unlike many of Evanston's schools, which were informed by 
and inserted within existing residential fabric, Willard School became directly 
associated with and catalyzed the development patterns and physical forms that 
followed its construction. The surrounding neighborhood has evolved in tandem 
with its school and as such, it has become one of northwest Evanston’s longest-
serving community institutions with significant cultural and social associations. 
 
Willard Elementary unique position within the neighborhood's fabric at the visual 
terminus of Park Place between Hurd and Walnut avenues add legibility, orientation, 
and sense of place to the surrounding built environment. The school is a prominent 
visual landmark and community anchor.  
 
Its physical presence and legibility as a community resource is further enhanced by 
its scale and visual vocabulary which juxtapose the surrounding residential forms 
and communicate its utility as an institution meant to serve public interest. The 
surrounding grounds include pre-development heritage trees and offer use of broad 
open spaces and unencumbered vistas that create a park like setting within an area 
of the city underserved by access to parks and playgrounds.  

 
 
 
Explanation of the integrity or lack of integrity of a nominated landmark or district: 
On February 10, 2026, the Preservation Commission found that the nominated property 
and building at 2700 Hurd Avenue, in accordance with subsection 2-8-4 (B), retains 
excellent integrity. 
 
According to the National Register evaluation guidelines, historic integrity is the ability of a 
property to convey its significance. This includes the authenticity of a property’s historic 
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identity, evidenced by the survival of physical characteristics that existed during the 
property’s historic period. The qualities of historic and architectural integrity are:  
 

1. Location 
2. Design 
3. Setting 
4. Materials 
5. Workmanship 
6. Feeling 
7. Association 

 
Historic integrity enables a property to illustrate significant aspects of the past. All seven 
qualities are important to understand a building's integrity but they need not all be present. 
It is recognized that changes occur over a particular building’s lifespan but its integrity can 
be maintained if the overall sense of past time and place are evident. In other words, only 
those elements of integrity necessary to maintaining a property’s ability to communicate its 
significance need to be relatively intact.  
 
Willard Elementary retains a high degree of integrity. The property retains the majority of 
its original architectural features, detailing and ornamentation (or lack of ornamentation), 
with no historic building materials covered or removed; and with no large or unsympathetic 
additions.  
 
Each of the seven qualities have been evaluated for the subject property and are included in 
detail below.  
 

Location: Integrity of location refers to the place where the historic property was 
constructed or the place a historic event occurred.  
 
The subject property remains in its original location with original principle, 
secondary, and tertiary façade orientations.  
 
Design: Integrity of design refers to the consistency and composition of design 
elements and original and cohesive design vocabulary which together formulate the 
basis for the structure’s historic identity. These elements are manifested in form, 
plan, space, structure, and style.  
 
The subject property’s form, spatial arrangement, pattern of fenestration, textures 
and colors of exterior surface materials, and type and style of applied ornamentation 
have been maintained.  
 
Notably, two additions have been constructed to the north volume of the structure, 
with the 1931 addition acquiring historic and architectural significance in its own 
right through age, a harmonious design vocabulary, use of materials, and 
craftsmanship. The 2001 addition is sympathetic in scale, materials, and massing, 
but has no historic significance. 
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Setting: Integrity of setting refers to the aspects of the property (built or natural) 
that are physically separate but conceptually connected. When taken together, 
these aspects create a compositional sense of place. Setting includes both the lot of 
record as well as the surrounding built and natural environment.  
The character of the place in which the school was constructed has been largely 
unaltered since its origin. The relationship between the subject property and 
adjacent buildings, other features, and open space has evolved considerably and 
includes development that was catalyzed by construction of the school itself. In this 
way, the surrounding built fabric, which was developed rapidly between the 1920s 
and 1930s under uniform and newly established land use regulations, retains 
important physical associations with the school and the period in which they were 
built. 
 
Integrity of setting is particularly important for historic district designations and less 
so for individual landmark designations. The surrounding neighborhood has evolved 
over the last century, but remains predominately similar in land use, density, and 
overall character.  
 
Materials: Integrity of materials refers to the physical characteristics combined in a 
purposeful pattern or configuration which form the historic property.  
 
The chosen historic exterior materials are not only extant but significantly preserved 
and in good condition.  
 
Workmanship: Integrity of workmanship refers to the physical evidence of the crafts 
of a particular culture, trade or combination of trades which existed during the 
property’s historic period.  
 
The workmanship is evidence of the school's contractors' labor and skill in 
constructing the subject property and is a testament to its lasting viability over the 
past century. The property’s workmanship, similar to the materials chosen, are 
expressed in vernacular methods and plain finishes, as well as ornate detail, which in 
combination with the chosen form, create a unique composition.  
 
Feeling: Feeling is a property’s expression of the aesthetic or historic sense of a 
particular time or cultural movement.  
 
The design, materials, and workmanship noted above, when taken together as a 
composition, convey the property’s historic character and significance with full 
effect.   
 
Association: Association is the direct link between an important historic event or 
person and a historic property.  
 
Not applicable 
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Identification of critical features of the nominated Landmark or areas, properties, 
sites, and objects in a nominated District to provide guidance for review of 
alteration, construction, demolition or relocation:  
 
The east elevation of the school is primary with the original design, entrances, and 
center volume of the school readily legible. The east elevation also reflects the skill 
and contextualism associated with the 1931 Childs and Smith addition, and 
purposeful effort for the 2001 addition to be sympathetic in its design and scale.   
 
The west elevation and south elevation are secondary, with historic elements and 
features present but characteristically reduced in detail and ornamentation, 
reflecting their utilitarian nature. The north elevation is tertiary, and the 2001 
addition to the north of the 1931 addition, although sensitive in scale and design, is 
not currently significant. However, this addition will require re-evaluation in the 
decades to come to understand whether it has acquired significance in its own right 
through age.  

 
Critical features include: 

1. Uniform façade of red brick in a stretcher bond with dutch corners. 
2. Renaissance revival inspired center volume with double height balanced set 

of arched multi-pane windows, rectangular stone window heads and stone 
sills, paneled stone spandrels, stone roundels, stone base, and heavy stone 
cornice.  

3. Symmetrical brick rowlock and stone arched covered entryways with stone 
finials at either side of the principal volume. 

4. Uniform fenestration with large multi-pane windows, splayed lintels with 
keystone, and stone sills 

5. Standard window is a 9 over 9 with 12 over 12 on the center volume of the 
principal façade. 

6. Stone string and belt courses. 
7. Decorative stack bond at cornice with alternating columns of headers and 

stretchers between stone rosette medallions. 
8. South side entrance stair with decorative wrought iron railing. 
9. Large triple hung windows above the south and west entrances 
10. The visual and spatial relationship between the structure and its surrounding 

open space.  
a. The grounds to the west between the school and Central Park Avenue 

are critical to its legibility as a school and associations with 
evolutionary patterns of school design.  

b. The grounds to the north in lots 05-33-412-013 and 05-33-412-021 
are highly significant to its legibility as a school and associations with 
evolutionary patterns of school design.  

c. The grounds furthest north represent locations where future change 
could be more readily absorbed without adverse impacts to integrity. 
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The following photos illustrate the condition and integrity of the structure and its grounds 
as evident in February of 2026.  
 

 
 
East, primary elevation, and south secondary elevation. Corner of Hurd Street and Park Place 
looking northwest 
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East primary elevation and original 1922 volume by Henry Raeder looking west 
 

 
 
East elevation of the 1922 primary volume, auditorium on second floor and gymnasium in 
basement/ground floor. Looking west. 
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South secondary elevation showing the two-story 1922 volume and 1931 single-story 
addition to the west by Childs & Smith. Looking northeast. 
 

 
 
West secondary elevation showing the original 1922 two-and-one-half story volume and 
1931 two-story addition to the north (left). Looking east across Central Park Avenue.  
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West secondary elevation showing the two-and-one-half story 1922 volume, two-story 1931 
addition by Childs & Smith, and 2001 two-story addition furthest north (left) by ARCON. 
Looking northeast across Central Park Avenue. 
 

 
 
West and north secondary elevations showing the two and one story 2001 additions by 
ARCON in relation to the 1931 addition and 1922 original volume. Looking southeast 
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View of critical open space to the west of the school structure. Looking south 
 

 
 
View of the highly-significant open space to the north of the school structure with additional 
open space to the north beyond the treeline. Looking north. 
 

DRAFT N
OT A

PPROVED

A. Page 153 of 292



 
 
View of the 2001 single-story entrance addition by ARCON in relation to the 1922 original 
volume to the south (left). Looking southwest. 
 

 
 
View of the 1931 two-story addition by Childs & Smith in relation to the single-story 2001 
addition by ARCON to the north (right) and the original 1922 volume to the south (left) by 
Henry Raeder. Looking west. 
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Proposed Design Guidelines, if any, for review of alteration, construction, demolition, or 
relocation:  
 
The Commission recommends the following guidelines. As the School District does not fall 
under the jurisdiction of the Preservation Ordinance and its binding design review 
requirements within Code Section 2-8-8 and 2-8-9, the below guidelines only apply in 
instances where the School District no longer retains ownership of the structure or its 
associated lots of record within the designation. 
 

1. Alterations and new construction should minimize or avoid adverse impacts on 
the structures critical features. 

2. It is appropriate that the structure be adapted for a new use or updated for a 
continuing use to meet current or future needs unknown. New uses that 
minimize change to the structures critical features should be prioritized. 

3. Sustainability-related alterations and additions to the structure that impact its 
exterior appearance are appropriate so long as they minimize or avoid impacts 
to the structures critical features. 

4. New additions to the existing structure and/or new construction on open-spaces 
not identified as critical or highly significant, are appropriate given they avoid 
adverse impacts to the critical features of the historic building including its 
volume and directional expression, its site, and its setting. 

5. Although the existing windows have been previously replaced, they are likely 
toward the end of their lifecycle. Future replacements should match the existing 
windows in visual appearance, and although not required, would ideally include 
simulated divided lites rather than the existing grilles between the thermopane 
to create additional depth and capture of light and shadow.  
 

Map showing the location of the nominated Landmark 
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Legislative History:  
On October 7, Thomas Weber (applicant), an individual meeting the criteria under City 
Code, Section 2-8-5 (A), filed a completed nomination form initiating landmark nomination 
proceedings for the property located at 2700 Hurd Avenue. The nomination sought to list 
the property under criterion 2, 3, 4, 6, 9, and 10.  
 
Pursuant to City Code Section 2-8-5 (C) 1., School District #65 was notified by regular mail 
and e-mail. Pursuant to City Code Section 2-8-5 (C) 2., a public hearing was held on 
December 2, 2025 -- within 90 days of the date the nomination was received. The hearing 
was conducted in accordance with the Commission's rules and procedures, during which 
the Commission heard and considered all testimony and evidence related to the designation 
criteria from the applicant. The owner of record declined to provide additional testimony, 
deferring judgement on the eligibility of the property to the Commission based on the 
merits of the nomination. No members of the public gave testimony during the hearing. 
Finding that the nomination of the subject property had met designation criteria 3, 4, and 9 
the Commission closed the public hearing, initiating proceedings under City Code, Section 2-
8-5 (E) in which the Commission's formal report and resolution are to be completed and 
adopted within 70 days of the close of public hearing. (by Tuesday, February 10, 2026). The 
Commission further asked that staff investigate the merits of meeting criterion 6, which is 
included within this report.  
 
As a community institution, District 65 has indicated that they want to honor the history of 
the City of Evanston and their own legacy while also ensuring that students have learning 
environments that support a high-quality twenty-first century education. Importantly, so 
long as the property is held in ownership by the School District, they are exempt from the 
preservation ordinance and its binding design review requirements under City Code Section 
2-8-8 and 2-8-9. This is true as the district is not required to obtain building permits from 
their local jurisdiction. With that said, the School District has in the past been a willing and 
contributing partner in efforts to retain and celebrate their architectural and cultural legacy 
embodied within their buildings. Willard Elementary is no longer being considered for 
closure as part of the Districts SDRP III initiative.    
 
If the school was closed and the property sold in the future, a landmark designation would 
position the structure to be adapted and its history celebrated and maintained under a new 
use. Additional financial incentives would also be made available as a landmark including 
Cook County’s Class L program and an easier path toward accessing Federal Historic 
Preservation Tax Credits.  This model would not only achieve the redevelopment needs for 
the property, but could more readily and mutually advance the City’s sustainability, 
economic development, affordability, and cultural heritage goals.  
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Conclusion: 
Preservation plays an indispensable role in shaping and maintaining the visual character, 
cultural fabric, and resiliency of Evanston’s distinct neighborhoods. Evanston’s cultural 
heritage is inexorably linked to its past – including its many distinguished school buildings 
such as Willard Elementary. These resources bind Evanston’s residents to their 
neighborhoods and physical environments, and provide opportunities for current and 
future generations to tell stories of Evanston’s historic, cultural, and architectural legacy -- 
including prominent architects such as Henry Raeder, and Childs & Smith.  
 
To that end, the school structure and grounds that comprise Willard Elementary School are 
irreplaceable, representing continued evolutionary trends in architecture, high-quality 
design and innovation, and high craftsmanship which in composition offers visual interest 
and curiosity in materials and forms not commonly used in today’s construction. Willard 
Elementary School has become inexorably linked to the collective memory and history of 
northwest Evanston. Its construction catalyzed change within its surrounding 
neighborhood. Its physical presence and association with northwest Evanston’s collective 
heritage and development bind its surrounding residents to place and it maintains the 
physical features and relevance necessary to act as a tangible touchpoint to this past. 
 
The Commission resolves with unanimous agreement that the nominated property meets 
criterion 3, 4, and 9 for designation, that the property retains excellent integrity, and 
therefore recommends that City Council designate the property as a landmark as a means 
of safeguarding the City’s historic, cultural, and architectural heritage for the benefit of 
current and future citizens.  
 
Submitted by members of the 2026 Preservation Commission 
 
Carl T. Klein, Chair 

Thomas Ahleman, Vice-Chair 

Amanda Ziehm, Secretary 

Stuart Cohen, FAIA 

Lesa Rizzolo 

John R. Jacobs 

Sarah M. Dreller, PhD 

Joshua Bowes-Carlson 

Charles Smith 

Matthew Johnson, PhD 

Cade W. Sterling, Liaison  
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Exhibit 2: Landmark Nomination and Associated Sub-exhibits 2A through 2W 
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 Architectural  Historical   Archaeological  Cultural 

 
f) Is property, structure, site or object within an existing historic district?   Yes     No 

 
    If yes:  Lakeshore   Ridge   Northeast Evanston  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________  
NOTE: If the nomination is for a property, structure, site or object with no official street address, please 

indicate its location on the attached city map. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
2. Provide legal description of property, structure, site or object being nominated:  
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

3. Owner of record shall be established by reference to the most current property tax assessment rolls as 
maintained by the Assessor of Cook County. 

 
a) Name of owner(s) of record of area, property, structure, site or object being nominated: 
 
  
 
b) Phone #: ______________________________________E-mail: __________________________________

 
c) (Mailing Address) Street #: _______________ Street Name: _____________________________________ 

 
    City: _______________________________ State: _________________Zip: _________________________ 

XX

X

Evanston / Skokie Community Consolidated School District 65

(847) 859-8000  schoolboard@district65.net

1500 McDaniel Avenue

Evanston IL 60201

Willard Elementary School

X

NOMINATION FEE: $100.00

CITY OF EVANSTON PRESERVATION COMMISSION
909 Davis Street, Evanston, IL 60201

(847) 448-8687

APPLICATION FOR NOMINATION OF A PROPERTY, STRUCTURE, SITE OR OBJECT FOR DESIGNATION BY 
ORDINANCE AS A LANDMARK

(Please Print or Type and check applicable boxes. Attach additional 8-1/2 x 11" sheets as necessary)

______________________________________________________________________________________________

1. Landmark Nomination  (for individual nomination of a property, structure, site or object submit the information 
below:

a) Address of property, structure,  site  or object being nominated:

Street #: ______________ Street Name: ___________________________ Zip: ______________________2700  Hurd Ave.  60201
b) Real Estate Index Number: ____________________________________________ Zoning: _____________5-33-412-007 to 05-33-412-013 and 05-33-412-0020 to 05-33 -412-0022  R1

Henry Raedlerc) Original Architect/Contractor (if known): ______________________________________________________

d) Year Built (if known): ___________________ Architectural Style: __________________________________1922  Collegiate Gothic/Classical Revival 

Primary Exterior Building Material(s): ________________________________________________________Brick

e) Significance:
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(A)  The Commission shall limit their consideration to the following criteria in making a determination on a nomination of an 

area, property, structure, site or object for designation by ordinance as a landmark or historic district:  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

     
 

      
 

 
 

 

1. Its location as a site of a significant historic or prehistoric event or activity which may or may not have taken place
  within or involved the use of any existing improvements on the property;

2. Its identification with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the historic, cultural, architectural,
archaeological or related aspect of the development of the City, State, Midwest region or the United States;

3. Its exemplification of an architectural type, style or design distinguished by innovation, rarity, uniqueness or overall
  quality of design, detail, materials or craftsmanship;

4. Its identification as the work of an architect, designer, engineer or builder whose individual work is significant in 
the history or development of the City, the State, the Midwest region or the United States;

5. Its  exemplification  of  important  planning  and  urban  design  techniques  distinguished  by  innovation,  rarity,
uniqueness or overall quality of design or detail;

6. Its association with important cultural or social aspects or events in the history of the City, the State, the Midwest
  region or the United States;

7. Its location as a site of an important archaeological resource;

8. Its  representation  of  an  historic,  cultural,  architectural,  archaeological  or  related  theme  expressed  through 
distinctive areas, properties, structures, sites or objects that may or may not be contiguous;

9. Its unique location or distinctive physical appearance or presence representing an established and familiar visual
  feature of a neighborhood, community or the City;

   

 
 

 

  

 

 

NOMINATION FEE: $100.00

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Please submit complete information as required in the Evanston Historic Preservation Ordinance, Section 2-8-4:  
Criteria for Designation. Provide relevant information (when applicable) for each single item listed in Section

2-8-4. You may include documents and photographs to emphasize the significance of the nominated area,
property, structure, site or object for designation by ordinance as a landmark or historic district. Use 8-1/2" x 11"
attachment sheets.

2-8-4. - CRITERIA FOR DESIGNATION.

Every nominated landmark or district must meet one or more of the following specified criteria for designation.

10.  Its exemplification of  a pattern of neighborhood development or settlement significant to the cultural history or 
traditions of the City, whose components may lack individual distinction.

(B)  Integrity of Landmarks and Districts. Any area, property, structure, site or object that meets any one or more of the
criteria in Subsection 2-8-4(A) shall also have sufficient integrity of location, design, materials and workmanship to 
make it worthy of preservation or restoration.

________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. a)  Name of Applicant(s); person(s) who submit(s) this nomination for Landmark designation:

Thomas Weber
__________________________________________________________________________________________

(812) 243-8057  weberth18@gmail.comb) Phone: ______________________________________ E-mail: _____________________________________

c)  (Mailing Address) Street #: _________________ Street Name: _____________________________________2811  Hartzell St.

City: ___________________________ State: ____________ Zip: __________________________________
Evanston  IL  60201

d) Applicant(s)’ Signature: /s/ Thomas A. Weber  Date:  10/2/2025
________________________________________________________________________________________________
Submit the nomination form to: Evanston Preservation Commission, 909 Davis Street, Evanston, IL 60201
For additional information contact: Cade  W. Sterling at csterling@cityofevanston.org
The $100.00 nomination fee is payable to the  ‘City of Evanston.’
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2-8-5. NOMINATION, CONSIDERATION AND DESIGNATION OF LANDMARKS AND DISTRICTS. 

(A) Initiation of Nomination. Local nomination of a district, building, structure, site or object for consideration 
and designation as a landmark or district shall be submitted to the Commission on a form prepared by the 
Commission, and may be submitted by any of the following:  

1. A Commissioner or member of the Commission.  

2. A member of the Plan Commission.  

3. A member of the Council.  

4. The Mayor.  

5. Any resident of the City.  

6. Any not-for-profit organization with its principal place of business in the City.  

7. An owner of record.  

(B) Withdrawal of Nomination. A nomination may be withdrawn by the person or persons who submitted the 
nomination form at any time prior to the Commission scheduling a public hearing under Subsection 2 -8-5(C). 
Requests for withdrawal of a nomination after the Commission schedules a public hearing shall be granted 
only upon an affirmative vote of at least six (6) Commissioners.  

(C) Notification of Nomination and Public Hearing. 

1. Owners of record shall be notified, by regular mail, of completion and submission of a nomination form 
within fifteen (15) business days of receipt of the nomination.  

2. The Commission shall hold a public hearing on the nomination within ninety (90) days following receipt 
of the completed nomination form, subject to continuances granted by the Commission. Notice of the 
time, place and purpose of such hearing shall be given by the Commission at least five (5) business days 
prior thereto by the following methods:  

(a) By mailing of notification to each owner of record of a nominated landmark or owner of record of 
a property, structure, site or object in a nominated district; and  

(b) By mailing of notification to every association of residents or owners that has registered with the 
Commission for this purpose.  

(D) Procedure. The hearing shall be conducted in accordance with the pertinent Section of the rules of the 
Commission. The Commission shall consider all testimony or evidence relating to the designation criteria in 
Subsections 2-8-4(A) and (B), from any person who makes written submissions or appears at the public 
hearing. The owner of any nominated landmark or of a building, structure, site, lot of record, or object within 
a nominated district shall be allowed reasonable opportunity to present testimony or evidence concerning 
the applicability of the designation criteria in Subsections 2-8-4(A) and (B).  

(E) Recommendation by Commission. Within seventy (70) days following the close of the public hearing, the 
Commission shall make a determination upon the evidence as to whether the nominated landmark or district 
does or does not meet the criteria for designation in Subsections 2-8-4(A) and (B). If the Commission 
determines that the nominated landmark or district does meet the criteria for designation, the Commission 
shall direct the City Manager or his/her designee to transmit its recommendation to the Council or its duly 
authorized committee. Such a recommendation shall be passed by a resolution of the Commission and shall 
be accompanied by a report to the Council or its duly authorized committee containing the following 
information:  
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1. Explanation of the significance or lack of significance of the nominated landmark or district as it relates 
to the criteria for designation;  

2. Explanation of the integrity or lack of integrity of a nominated landmark or district;  

3. Identification of critical features of the nominated landmark or areas, properties, sites and objects in a 
nominated district to provide guidance for review of alteration, construction, demolition or relocation;  

4. Proposed design guidelines, if any, for review of alteration, construction, demolition or relocation;  

5. A map showing the location of the nominated landmark or the boundaries of the nominated district; 
and  

6. A l ist, including the address, of every property, structure, site and object in each nominated district 
classifying each as being of contributing significance or noncontributing significance based on their 
degree of historic, cultural, architectural or archaeological significance.  

If the Commission fails to make its recommendation within seventy (70) days following the close of the 
public hearing or if the Commission finds that the nominated landmark or district does not meet the criteria for 
designation, the nomination process shall end. If the Commission fails to make its recommendation within seventy 
(70) days following the close of the public hearing or if the Commission votes not to recommend a proposed 
designation to the Council or its duly authorized committee, the Commission may not rec onsider the proposed 
designation, except as provided in Subsection 2-8-5(H), for a period of two (2) years from the date of the passage 
seventy (70) days from the close of the public hearing or the date of the negative Commission vote, whichever is 
applicable.  

(F) Notification of Commission Recommendation. Notice of the recommendation of the Commission, including a 
copy of the report, shall be transmitted to the Council or its duly authorized committee and sent by regular 
mail to the owner of record of a nominated landmark and to all owners of record within a nominated district, 
and to the nominator within fifteen (15) business days following adoption of the resolution and report.  

(G) Designation by Council. 

1. The Council shall, within one hundred twenty (120) days after receiving the recommendations of the 
Commission regarding the nominated landmark or district, and without further required public hearing, 
either designate the landmark or district by ordinance or reject designation by resolution. In reaching 
its decision the Council shall review the evidence and testimony presented to the Commission together 
with any comment from subsequent public hearings. Should Council fail to reach a decision within one 
hundred twenty (120) days after receiving the recommendations from the Commission, the interim 
protection provided under Section 2-8-7 shall no longer be enforceable and the nomination shall be 
deemed denied.  

2. The designation of a nominated local landmark or district, shall require the affirmative vote of a simple 
majority the members of Council.  

3. Notice of the Council's approval of the designation ordinance and effective date of the action of the 
Council shall be provided by regular mail to the nominator, the owner of record of the nominated 
landmark, or owners of record of all properties within the nominated district. The notice shall include a 
copy of the designation ordinance and shall be sent within fifteen (15) business days by the Division of 
Planning and Zoning. A copy of each designation ordinance shall be sent to the Commission, the Plan 
Commission and the Division of Building and Inspection Services.  

4. If the Council has refused to designate a proposed landmark or district, the Commission may not 
reconsider the proposed designation, except as provided in Subsection 2-8-5(H), for a period of two (2) 
years from the date of the Council's refusal to designate.  
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(H) Reconsideration of Previously Nominated Landmarks and Districts. The Commission may reconsider 
previously nominated landmarks and districts within a period of two (2) years of the Commission's failure to 
make its recommendation within seventy (70) days of the close of the public hearing under Subsection 2 -8-
5(C) or of the Commission's finding that the nominated landmark or district does not meet the criteria for 
designation or of the Council's refusal to designate the proposed landmark or district only where:  

1. Significant new information concerning the previously nominated landmark or district relating to the 
criteria for designation, under Section 2-8-4, is provided, and  

2. The Commission votes by an affirmative vote of at least six (6) Commissioners to reconsider the 
previously nominated landmark or district.  

(Ord. No. 29-O-18 , § 1, 5-14-2018) 
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In re Nomination of Willard School for 
Designation as Local Landmark 

 
MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT OF 
APPLICATION FOR NOMINATION 
OF WILLARD SCHOOL, 2700 
HURD AVE., FOR DESIGNATION 
BY ORDINANCE AS A LANDMARK 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

Willard School, 2700 Hurd Avenue (originally, 2947 Park Place), is historic in 

nature and features substantial integrity. The school was built over a century ago in 1922 

by Henry Raeder, who designed and collaborated on several other buildings in Evanston 

and throughout the Midwest, including five other Local Landmarks and the American 

Furniture Mart at 680 North Lake Shore Drive in Chicago, which was the largest building 

in the world at the time it was built in 1923. See Ex. A, 680 N. Lake Shore Drive. Willard 

School is named for activist Francis E. Willard, who may have done “more to expand 

opportunities for women’s rights in the late nineteenth century” than any other person. 

CHRISTOPHER H. EVANS, DO EVERYTHING: THE BIOGRAPHY OF FRANCES WILLARD 

(Oxford U. Press 2022), at 3. Willard was the first Dean of Women at Northwestern 

University, and President of the Women’s Christian Temperance Union. Id. Her original 

home is now a National Landmark on Chicago Avenue at the edge of Downtown Evanston. 

Willard School—the only District 65 school still open named for a woman—is already 

designated as a “cultural and institutional landmark[]” in an August 2025 draft of Envision 

Evanston 2045.1 And District 65 itself has determined that Willard School “is historic in 

nature, . . . features substantial integrity,” and “possesses the characteristics and age that 

could make it eligible for Local Landmark designation.” EVANSTON/SKOKIE SCHOOL 

 
1 CITY OF EVANSTON, ENVISION EVANSTON 2045 – DRAFT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, at 39 
https://www.cityofevanston.org/home/showpublisheddocument/101613/63892083549538
8487 (last visited Oct. 20, 2025). 
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DISTRICT 65 PROPERTY ASSESSMENT SUBMISSION (Sept. 25, 2025), at 88–94.2 Willard 

School should officially be designated as a Local Landmark by the City of Evanston. 

II. STANDARDS FOR DESIGNATION AS LOCAL LANDMARK 

By recognizing the “special value to the City” of Local Landmarks like Willard 

School, the City of Evanston’s Preservation Commission “[s]afeguard[s] the City’s historic 

and cultural heritage.” City of Evanston, Code of Ordinances (hereinafter “Code”) § 2-8-

1(B), (G). Doing so “foster[s] civic pride in the beauty and noble accomplishments of the 

past as represented in such landmarks,” “[p]rotect[s] and enhance[es] the attractiveness of 

the City to everyone,” “support[s] and promot[es] business, commerce, industry and 

tourism,” “provid[es] economic benefit to the City,” “prevent[s] future urban blight and 

neighborhood deterioration,” and “promote[s] the educational, cultural, economic, and 

general welfare of the City.” Id. § 2-8-1(C)–(E). 

The Commission is broadly charged with oversight and facilitation of the City’s 

preservation program and is mandated to identify, register, and safeguard the community’s 

historic, cultural, and architectural heritage. See id. The Commission should identify a 

property as a Local Landmark when two conditions are met. See id. § 2-8-4. First, the 

property must meet one of ten criteria for designation, such as: 

2. Its identification with a person or persons who significantly contributed to 
the historic, cultural, architectural, archaeological or related aspect of the 
development of the City, State, Midwest region or the United States; 

 

 
2 https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1760648164/ 
district65net/krpibtlamsfbi91i1kxz/EvanstonSkokie-School-District-65-Property-
Assessment-FinalSubmission.pdf (last visited Oct. 20. 2025). 
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3. Its exemplification of an architectural type, style or design distinguished by 
innovation, rarity, uniqueness or overall quality of design, detail, materials 
or craftsmanship; 

 
4. Its identification as the work of an architect, designer, engineer, developer, 

or builder whose individual work is significant in the history or development 
of the City, the State, the Midwest region or the United States; 

 
6. Its association with important cultural, social, political, or economic aspects 

or events in the history of the City, the State, the Midwest region or the 
United States; 

 
9. Its unique location or distinctive physical appearance or presence 

representing an established and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood, 
community or the City; or 

 
10. Its exemplification of a pattern of neighborhood development or settlement 

significant to the cultural history or traditions of the City, whose components 
may lack individual distinction.  

Id. § 2-8-4(A). And second, the property must “have sufficient integrity of location, design, 

materials and workmanship to make it worthy of preservation or restoration.” Id. § 2-8-

4(B). 

III. ARGUMENT 

Willard School has a high degree of historic, cultural, and architectural significance 

to the City of Evanston and thus satisfies the criteria for inclusion as a Local Landmark. 

First, Willard School is identified with Frances E. Willard, who contributed significantly 

to the United States’ and Evanston’s history. Second, Willard School is identified as the 

work of Henry Raeder, an architect whose individual work is significant in the history and 

development of Evanston and the Midwest. Third, Willard School has sufficient integrity 

of location, design, materials and workmanship, and its distinctive physical appearance and 

presence represent an established and familiar feature of Northwest Evanston. And finally, 
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while not a factor the Commission needs to consider, the owner of Willard School, District 

65, faces no burden in Local Landmark designation. 

A. Willard School is identified with Frances E. Willard, who contributed 
significantly to the United States’ and Evanston’s history. (Criteria Nos. 
2 and 6). 

Willard School was named after Frances E. Willard (1839–1898), a long-time 

resident of Evanston who was a prominent social reformer of the nineteenth century and a 

generating influence in America’s long history of social justice and activism. See Ex. B, 

WCTU Historic District Sign at 1730 Chicago Ave., Evanston, IL. Willard is known for 

her work as the 20-year president of the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union (WCTU), 

the largest women’s group in the United States during Willard’s time leading the 

organization. EVANS, DO EVERYTHING, at 3. According to one local historian, Willard’s 

WCTU “was, beyond doubt, the most important force in perpetuating the distinctive ethos 

of Evanston.” Ex. C, MICHAEL H. EBNER, CREATING CHICAGO’S NORTH SHORE (The U. 

Chi. Press 1988), at 94. As the WCTU’s leader, Willard was a leading activist in many 

important nineteenth century reform movements, including women’s suffrage, women’s 

economic and religious rights, education reform, labor reform (including the creation of 

the eight-hour workday), and prison reform. See Ex. D, New School to Honor Name of Miss 

Willard, The Evanston News Index (Jan. 10, 1923); Iowa St. U., Archives of Women’s 

Political Communication: Frances Willard.3 Willard was also a teacher, and eventually 

 
3 https://awpc.cattcenter.iastate.edu/directory/frances-
willard/#:~:text=During%20her%20lifetime%2C%20Willard%20succeeded,global%20e
xpansion%20of%20women%27s%20rights (last visited Oct. 20, 2025). 
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became the first Dean of the Woman’s College of Northwestern University. See Frances 

E. Willard: Years of Challenge (1859–1874) in ILLINOIS DURING THE GILDED AGE 

(Northern Ill. U. 2007). 

In her time, Willard was called “the best loved woman in America,” Ex. E, ELEANOR 

DARNALL WALLACE, FOR ALL THE SAINTS (The Schori Press 1978), at 8, and was 

“unquestionably America’s leading heroine to her contemporaries and the most famous 

woman of her day,” Ex. C, EBNER, at 94 (quoting Ruth Bordin, author of FRANCES 

WILLARD: A BIOGRAPHY (1986)). In line with her contributions to history, Willard is 

famous for saying, “Politics is the place for woman.” See AILEEN S. KRADITOR, THE IDEAS 

OF THE WOMAN SUFFRAGE MOVEMENT, 1890–1920 (1981). “Her death created a national 

mourning that rivaled the deaths of Abraham Lincoln and Ulysses S. Grant,” and she was 

the first woman honored with a statue in the Statuary Hall of the United States Congress in 

1905. EVANS, DO EVERYTHING, at 3; Ex. F, MARGERY BLAIR PERKINS, EVANSTONIANA 

(ed. Barbara J. Buchbinder-Green, Chi. Rev. Press 1984), at 38. 

At the local level, Willard has been said to be “Evanston’s greatest citizen.” Ex. G, 

CLYDE D. FOSTER, EVANSTON’S YESTERDAYS (1956), at 59. Willard’s “love both for her 

city and the university was unself-conscious and exuberant.” Ex. E, DARNALL WALLACE, 

at 10. Willard wrote an entire book on the City of Evanston, which she called a “human 

oasis.” Ex. H, FRANCES E. WILLARD, A CLASSIC TOWN: THE STORY OF EVANSTON (ed. 

Jenny Thompson, original: 1891), at 29. Indeed, Willard stated: “When I reach heaven, I 

want to register as from Evanston.” Ex. E, DARNALL WALLACE, at 10; Ex. G, FOSTER, at 

63. Fittingly, Willard’s book also includes an entire chapter on “Our Public Schools.” Ex. 
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H, A CLASSIC TOWN, at 77. In recognition of her important place in our nation’s and City’s 

history, Willard’s family home in Evanston, built in 1865, is a National Historic Landmark. 

See Ex. I, Frances Willard House Plaque (1965). 

In January 1923, the District 754 Board of Education voted to name Willard School 

after Frances E. Willard, and it was the first school in the City of Evanston to bear a 

woman’s name. Ex. D, New School to Honor Name of Miss Willard. Over a century later, 

Willard Elementary School is still the only District 65 school named after a woman, 

following the closure of Bessie Rhodes next school year. As an editorial at the time of the 

school’s opening put it, the community “rejoice[d] that the name of the greatest woman 

that has called Evanston home is to be given to the new school.” Ex. K, Editorial: Frances 

Willard School, The Evanston News Index (Jan. 15, 1923). Willard “loved children,” “saw 

in them the promise of the future,” and “knew the importance of environment for them to 

grow into maturity of which they were capable.” Id. The Editorial hoped that, in naming 

the new school after Willard, “her spirit w[ould] hover over the children who will be trained 

there” and that “her ideals and high standards be imbibed a little from this association with 

her.” Id. 

In the years that followed the school’s opening, the students of Willard similarly 

expressed the “honor” of their school “being named for such a noteworthy woman as Ms. 

Willard” and “hope[d] that the school w[ould] grow to hold the same place in the esteem 

 
4 In 1950, School Districts 75 and 76 were merged to form District 65. See Ex. J, 
BARBARA J. BUCHBINDER-GREEN, EVANSTON: A PICTORIAL HISTORY (G. Bradley 
Publishing, Inc. 1989), at 178. 
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of Evanston residents that Ms. Willard did.” Ex. L, Jack Hubbard, Frances E. Willard 

Services Interest Willard School Kids, The Junior Evanston Index (Mar. 1, 1926). And the 

students and educators of Willard School have continued to honor Frances Willard for over 

a century. See, e.g., Ex. M, Willard: Curriculum Night Tonight at 7, Pioneer Press (Sept. 

24, 1998) (actress “appeared in dress in period costume as Frances Willard” to visit 

classrooms to “tell the children about Willard’s life”). Indeed, the educators, students, and 

families of Willard School have worked to develop an educational environment for which 

our community can be proud, with the school ranking in the top 10 elementary schools in 

the state several times since 2000. See, e.g., Ex. N, Karen Berowitz, Willard School Among 

Best in State, Evanston Review (Nov. 5, 2009) (listing Willard as the seventh “highest-

performing school on the Illinois Standards Achievement Test,” which was “remarkable 

because the six schools ahead of Willard are gifted schools or use test scores as admissions 

criteria”). Willard School should thus be identified as a Local Landmark given its 

identification with Frances E. Willard, who contributed significantly to the United States’ 

and Evanston’s history. 

B. Willard School is identified as the work of Henry Raeder, an architect 
whose individual work is significant in the history and development of 
Evanston and the Midwest. (Criteria Nos. 2–4). 

Henry Raeder (1857–1943) was selected by the Board of Education to construct 

Willard School in 1922. See Ex. O, Announce Plans for New School for North End: District 

75 Board Approves Building Program on Park Place Site, Henry Raeder Is Named 

Architect, The Evanston News Index (Mar. 15, 1922); see Ex. P, City of Evanston 
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Application for Building Permit No. 9957 (Apr. 28, 1922) (listing “Henry Raeder” as 

“Architect”). 

Raeder moved to Chicago after living in New Jersey, Germany, and Boston and 

graduating from MIT with a civil engineering degree in 1876. Ex. Q, EVANSTON’S DESIGN 

HERITAGE: ARCHITECTS, DESIGNERS & PLANNERS (Heidrun Hoppe ed., Design Evanston 

2020), at 12. In addition to Willard School, Henry Raeder “designed many commercial and 

manufacturing buildings, including the American Furniture Mart” at 680 North Lake Shore 

Drive in Chicago, which was the largest building in the world at the time it was built in 

1923. Id.; see Ex. R, THE SKY’S LIMIT: A CENTURY OF CHICAGO SKYSCRAPERS (Pauline 

A. Saliga ed., Rizzoli Int’l Publ’ns, Inc. 1990), at 118–19 (listing “Henry Raeder 

Associates” as architect of the American Furniture Mart at 680 N. Lake Shore Pl. and 

including photos); Ex. A (photos of 680 N. Lake Shore today). The American Furniture 

Mart occupies an entire city block and features a 474-foot Gothic Revival tower that 

includes blue-and-gold terra cotta spires and a cupola atop the tower, and it remains a 

prominent feature of the Streeterville skyline today. Ex. R, THE SKY’S LIMIT, at 118–19; 

see Ex. A. 

Raeder also designed many other buildings across the Midwest, including the ten-

story Century Building in St. Louis in 1896 (which was once listed on the National Register 

of Historic Places);5 the Hotel Maytag in Newton, Iowa, a five-story brick and terra cotta 

 
5 Technical Review, Century Theater and Office Building, St. Louis Special Supplement 
to the Inland Architect and News Record, August 1897 (NATIONAL BUILDING ARTS 
CENTER, Vol. XXX, No. 1), available at: https://web.nationalbuildingarts.org/recovery-
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building commissioned for appliance magnate F.L. Maytag in 1926;6 an eight-story office 

building called The Palladio in Duluth, Minnesota in 1889;7 and the Bloomington Union 

Depot, a three-story brick train station built in 1913.8 See also Ex. F, BLAIR PERKINS at 

169. 

In addition to Willard School, Raeder also designed five other Local Landmarks in 

Evanston, including Orrington School (built 1911) and several “notable residential 

designs,” including: 1742 Asbury Ave. (built 1889), 1733 Asbury Ave. (built 1890), 1104 

Greenwood St. (built 1892), and 2236 Orrington Ave. (built 1895). Ex. Q, EVANSTON’S 

DESIGN HERITAGE, at 12; see Ex. S, STUART COHEN ET. AL, EVANSTON: 150 YEARS, 150 

PLACES (Design Evanston, 2d ed. 2013), at 59; Ex. F, BLAIR PERKINS, at 103 (photo of 

2236 Orrington Ave.); id., at 168–69 (photos of 1742 Asbury Ave.); Ex. J, BARBARA J. 

BUCHBINDER-GREEN, EVANSTON: A PICTORIAL HISTORY (G. Bradley Publishing, Inc. 

 
projects/theater-office/century/ (last visited Oct. 20, 2025); see also Bradford McKee, 
When Preservation Equals Demolition (N.Y. TIMES Mar. 31, 2005) (“[I]n October 2002, . 
. . the Interior Department accepted the Landmarks Association’s nomination of the 
Century to the National Register of Historic Places.”), available at: 
https://www.nytimes.com/2005/03/31/garden/when-preservation-equals-demolition.html 
(last visited Oct. 20, 2025). 
 
6 Newton’s Hotel Maytag (RDG Planning & Design), available at: 
https://rdgusa.com/work/project/hotel-maytag (last visited Oct. 20, 2025). 
 
7 Paul Lundgren, Postcard from the Palladio Building (PERFECT DULUTH DAY, Mar. 2, 
2022), available at: https://www.perfectduluthday.com/2022/03/02/postcard-from-the-
palladio-building/ (last visited Oct. 20, 2025). 
 
8 Thomas Dyrek, A Tribute to a Depot (THE TRACKSIDE PHOTOGRAPHER, Nov. 18, 
2021), available at: https://thetracksidephotographer.com/2021/11/18/a-tribute-to-a-
depot/ (last visited Oct. 20, 2025). 
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1989), at 87 (description of 1742 Asbury Avenue); Code § 2-8 Schedule B “List of 

Evanston Landmarks.” Willard School’s designer was thus a prominent early twentieth 

century architect in Evanston and the Midwest generally, which supports Willard School 

being designated as a Local Landmark. 

C. Willard School has sufficient integrity of location, design, materials and 
workmanship, and its distinctive physical appearance and presence 
represent an established and familiar feature of Northwest Evanston. 
(Criteria Nos. 3, 9–10). 

After receiving a 1922 petition bearing the signatures of 965 Evanston residents 

calling for the erection of a new grade school, the Board of Education of District 75 

accepted the petition to build Willard School. See Ex. O, Announce Plans for New School 

for North End. The District hired Henry Raeder to construct a twelve-room school building 

(including a gymnasium, an assembly hall with observation balconies, a teachers’ break 

room, a kitchen, a laboratory, a library, theater dressing rooms, a doctor’s office, and a 

clinic) to accommodate 400 children—the largest school in the District. Id. The exterior of 

the building was to include “an impressive front to the ideal approach offered by the wide 

street parkings and landscape beauty of Park place” with “[h]uge, round-arched, cathedral 

windows three in number extending from ground to parapet,” which would “flood the 

gymnasium and assembly hall with light.” Id. The windows were to be “capped by round 

arches of terra cotta,” which would be “uniquely outlined against the background of brick.” 

Id. The building was to be 70 feet wide, 180 feet long, and 36 feet high, at a cost of around 

$150,000. Ex. P, Building Permit. Sixty years later, Willard School’s “venerable red brick 

building” was described as looking like it had been “painted by Norman Rockwell” and 
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“evoke[d] a nostalgic twinge for anyone over 35.” Ex. T, Mary Ann Weston, Tradition 

Reigns at Willard School, Evanston Review (Aug. 14, 1980). 

Today, Willard School at 2700 Hurd Avenue is located in Northwest Evanston and 

is a dignified brick school building with a design that evokes early twentieth-century 

Collegiate Gothic and Classical Revival architecture. The façade includes large vertical 

window bays and classical detailing. The building is substantial in size and is surrounded 

predominately by low density, single-family residential uses. The building was 

commissioned by School District 75 and has been owner occupied since it was built in 

1922. 

Willard School is in a portion of the City consisting of North Evanston (which was 

a separate village until it was annexed by the City of Evanston in 1874) and Centralwood 

(annexed in 1916). Ex. J, BUCHBINDER-GREEN, at 44; Ex. F, BLAIR PERKINS, at 131. The 

area was the westernmost terminus of the streetcar system, which was extended along 

Central Street to Lincolnwood Drive in 1906. See Ex. F, BLAIR PERKINS, at 84. The 

structure is two blocks north of the west Central Street merchant district, which is still 

largely intact with many well preserved traditional mixed-use structures, predominately 

between Lincolnwood Drive to the west and Bennett Avenue to the east. The neighborhood 

north of Central Street and west of Ewing Avenue was largely developed beginning in the 

1920s and 30s, shortly before streetcar service was terminated in 1935. The built fabric is 

noticeably different than the neighborhoods east of Ewing and south of Central Street 

which were built out earlier under different land use controls. Although no historic district 

was ever formed, much of Northwest Evanston contains significant concentrations of 
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individual Landmarks—a testament to its architectural heritage and significant built 

environment including a prominent street network and purposeful system of expansive 

parkways (Park Place to the north and Lincoln Street to the south) and public parks 

(Independence Park, Howell Park, Perkins Woods, Quinlan Park, Ellingwood Park, 

Ackerman Park), connecting various merchant districts and important institutional 

resources. Willard School thus exemplifies the architecture of the neighborhood and stands 

out as a unique piece of the fabric of Northwest Evanston. 

Since its construction over a century ago, Willard School has been a prominent 

feature of the Northwest Evanston community. It has hosted a variety of community 

activities, including poetry, sports events, science summits, art fairs, plays, voting, 

community organizing, charity fundraising, halls of fame, picnics, summer camps, puppet 

shows, pie-eating contests, free-throw competitions, political rallies, academic lectures, 

church meetings, carnivals, luncheons, petting zoos, a circus, and even a dinosaur exhibit, 

along with school-related activities. See, e.g., Ex. U, Dorothy Andries, Angela Jackson: 

Poems Live Inside the Children, Evanston Review (Jan. 22, 1976); see generally Evanston 

Review articles from 1922 to present. Indeed, the school was featured on ABC’s Good 

Morning America, whose longtime host, Charles Gibson, attended Willard School as a 

child. See Ex. V, Karen Berkowitz, Morning Show Host Pays Visit to His Old School, 

Pioneer Press (Aug. 29, 1996). Willard School has also been a focus of District 65’s sixty-

year integration effort, see Ex. J, BUCHBINDER-GREEN, at 178, and the School has sought 

to honor and celebrate our City’s diversity, see, e.g., Ex. W, Karen Berkowitz, Exhibit 
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Reflects Contributions (Feb. 27, 1997) (discussing Willard School’s Black History Hall of 

Fame stretching an entire corridor of the school). 

Willard School thus represents an established and familiar feature of Northwest 

Evanston, which supports its designation as a Local Landmark. 

D. The owner of Willard School, District 65, faces no burden in Local 
Landmark designation. 

Designating Willard School as a Local Landmark follows a long tradition of 

safeguarding our public-school buildings. Six Evanston public schools have already been 

designated Local Landmarks, including three that were built after Willard School: 

(1) Washington Elementary School (914 Ashland Ave., built 1901);  

(2) Orrington Elementary School (2626 Orrington Ave., built 1911); 

(3) Oakton Elementary School (436 Ridge Ave., built 1914);  

(4) Evanston Township High School (1600 Dodge Ave., built 1924); 

(5) Haven Middle School (2417 Prairie Ave., built 1927); and 

(6) Nichols Middle School (800 Greenleaf St., built 1929). 

Code, § 2-8, Schedule B, “List of Evanston Landmarks.” 

The addition of Willard School to this list of Local Landmarks will not harm District 

65 because school projects are reviewed by the State and do not require building permits 

from local governments. Bd. of Ed., Sch. Dist. 33, DuPage Cnty. v. City of W. Chicago, 55 

Ill. App. 2d 401, 404 (Ill. App. Ct. 1965) (“school building under the School Code within 

the boundaries of a municipality is to be excepted from the Building Code of that 

municipality”); Cnty. of Lake v. Bd. of Educ. of Lake Bluff Sch. Dist. No. 65, Lake Cnty., 
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325 Ill. App. 3d 694, 698 (2001) (same). Designating Willard School as a Local Landmark 

will celebrate its rich history, without harming the District’s ongoing efforts to educate our 

community’s children. 

IV. CONCLUSION 

For the reasons described above, the City of Evanston Preservation Commission 

should vote to approve the nomination for designation by ordinance of Willard School as 

a Local Landmark. 

DATED: October 20, 2025 /s/ Thomas A. Weber  
Thomas A. Weber 
City of Evanston Resident and Nominator in 
Support of Willard School for Designation by 
Ordinance as a Landmark 

A. Page 179 of 292



EXHIBIT A

A. Page 180 of 292



A. Page 181 of 292



A. Page 182 of 292



A. Page 183 of 292



EXHIBIT B

A. Page 184 of 292



A. Page 185 of 292



EXHIBIT C

A. Page 186 of 292



A. Page 187 of 292



A. Page 188 of 292



A. Page 189 of 292



A. Page 190 of 292



EXHIBIT D

A. Page 191 of 292



Evanston News-Index (published as THE EVANSTON NEWS-INDEX) - January 10, 1923 - page 1
January 10, 1923 | Evanston News-Index (published as THE EVANSTON NEWS-INDEX) | Evanston, Illinois | Page 1

CITATION (AGLC STYLE)

Evanston News-Index (online), 10 Jan 1923 1 ‹https://infoweb.newsbank.com/apps/news/document-view?p=AMNEWS&docref=image/v2%3A18C8772FF8150036%40EANX-NB-1904C5DA8E85CA49%402423430-19048B78828B4CBD%400-19048B78828B4CBD%40›

© This entire service and/or content portions thereof are copyrighted by NewsBank and/or its content providers.

A. Page 192 of 292



EXHIBIT E

A. Page 193 of 292



A. Page 194 of 292



A. Page 195 of 292



A. Page 196 of 292



A. Page 197 of 292



EXHIBIT F

A. Page 198 of 292



A.
Page 199 of 292



A.
Page 200 of 292



A.
Page 201 of 292



A.
Page 202 of 292



A.
Page 203 of 292



A.
Page 204 of 292



A.
Page 205 of 292



A.
Page 206 of 292



EXHIBIT G

A. Page 207 of 292



A. Page 208 of 292



A. Page 209 of 292



A. Page 210 of 292



A. Page 211 of 292



A. Page 212 of 292



A. Page 213 of 292



A. Page 214 of 292



A. Page 215 of 292



A. Page 216 of 292



A. Page 217 of 292



A. Page 218 of 292



EXHIBIT I
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Willard School among best in state - Evanston Review (IL) - November 5, 2009 - page 1
November 5, 2009 | Evanston Review (IL) | KAREN BERKOWITZ kberkowitz@pioneerlocal.com

Willard Elementary School in Evanston ranked 7th among Illinois elementary schools on a Sun-Times Media
list of the highest-performing schools on the Illinois Standards Achievement Test.

The feat is all the more remarkable because the six schools ahead of Willard are gifted schools or use test
scores as an admissions criteria.

Located in far northwest Evanston, Willard is one of District 65's 10 elementary schools and it draws students
from a geographic attendance area. The school ranked 12th on the Sun-Times list in 2008.

Superintendent Hardy Murphy noted that Willard is "really the top Illinois elementary school" because it is the
first school on the list without a selective admissions policy.

Three District 65 middle schools -- Bessie Rhodes, Haven and Nichols -- ranked among the top 100 middle
schools in the state. Meanwhile, Orrington Elementary School moved onto the statewide list for the first time.

"Our district has a lot to celebrate," Murphy said. "Our district and our schools continue to be at the very top
of the school rankings ... and our student achievement compares favorably at the national level.

"High percentages of District 65 students are exceeding state standards ... and our district has shown an
accelerated trend in reducing the achievement gap between students who traditionally excel and those who
historically have struggled."

Principal Shelley Carey credited the "incredible learning community" of parents and staff. Her school has
ranked high for each of the past four years.

"What I find," she said, "is that we really believe that every child belongs to each one of us."

To compile the lists, Sun-Times Media averages individual student scores, then ranks schools according to the
percentage of students statewide who scored the same or lower than the school's average.

Willard captured its spot with a percentile ranking of 86, meaning 86 percent of students statewide scored
lower than the average score at Willard.

Bessie Rhodes Magnet School retained its 49th position, which it also held in 2008. Haven Middle School rose
from 71st to 54th place and Nichols Middle School from 135th to 65th place. The average scores at Bessie
Rhodes, Haven and Nichols were better than about three-fourths of all students in the state.

Orrington School jumped from 198 to 95 in the rankings to land on the list of the top performers among
more than 2,600 schools in the state.

Speaking to Willard's success, Carey said teachers work with students before and after school, and some
students attend sessions on study skills during the fine arts rotation.

"We work hard to make sure that children feel welcome, challenged and respected, no matter where they are
as a learner," Carey said. After all, she said, "all of us are on a learning continuum until we take our last
breath."
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 Memorandum 
 
To:  Members of the Preservation Commission 

From: Cade Sterling, Planner 

Subject: 26PRES-0003 – 1122 Judson Avenue – Landmark – Lakeshore Hist. 
Dist. 
 
Jennifer P. Holtz, architect and applicant on behalf of the homeowner, 
submits for a Certificate of Appropriateness to construct a single story 
addition and wraparound porch at the homes rear volume.  
  
Applicable Standards: Alteration [1-10]; and Construction [1-8; and 10-
15]. 
 

Date:  February 10, 2026 

 
Recommended Action: 
The Commission shall review the proposal for demolition and new construction against the 
identified applicable standards. Staff may provide a professional opinion on the proposal at 
the Commission’s request.          
 
Commission Action: 
For Action 
 
Summary: 
Construction Period:  
1894 
  
Style:  
Tudor Revival 
  
Architect of Record: 
Ernest Mayo 
  
Condition:  
Good 
  
Integrity:  
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Excellent 
  
Status:  
Landmark designated in 1978 (earliest batch of landmark designations) as an exemplification 
of an architectural style, the work of a master architect, and an association with an individual 
significant in the history of the city, region, and nation.  
  
Setting: 
1122 Judson Avenue is located on the west side of Judson Avenue midblock between 
Hamilton Street to the north and Greenleaf Street to the south. The block was developed at 
the turn of the century between the 1890s and the early 1910s. It retains excellent integrity 
with five individual landmarks and no non-contributing structures except for the two structures 
at the blocks southeast corner, the City’s first planned development in the 1980s).  
  
Significance: 
This early design by an important Evanston architect contains elements that he continued to 
use successfully for more than a generation. The scale of the Tudor elements is narrower 
compared to his later work, but the details are also thin and the combination works well with 
the strong vertical emphasis of the simple design. Some of the details, especially in the porch 
framing, suggest the concurrent Queen Anne style. The integrity is excellent. The porch 
added in 1910 is in the back, and the dormers added in 1907 are small and only slightly 
disrupt the clarity of the front gable’s form.  
  
This house was for years the home of Clara Ingram Judson.  Clara Ingram Judson, an early 
twentieth century children’s author, was born in Logansport, Indiana, but primarily grew up in 
Indianapolis. In 1901, she married James McIntosh Judson, an affluent oil executive, and 
together they had two daughters, remaining close to her birthplace in the agrarian Midwest, 
ultimately settling in Evanston. A practical home economist, Judson lectured across Illinois for 
the United States Department of the Treasury during World War I on the subject of war bonds 
and held less formal town hall-style meetings on family finances throughout her life as a 
housewife. on latethe in program radio 1920’s into spread soon popularity Her a
homemaking that established her as one of the very first women to have her own radio show. 
  
The stories that Judson made up for her young children became the inspiration for her 
widely-circulated “Bedtime Tales” column and later for her most noted work, the Mary Jane 
Series. This well-received series for young girls featured the character, Mary Jane, who was 
a typical American girl who encountered fascinating adventures and learned from them how 
to better behave toward others. In all there were about twenty Mary Jane editions spanning 
over two decades. 
  

dozenseveralwroteJudson Series, to Mary the addition In AmericanJane history 
biographies that focused on inspirational Americans, from foreign immigrants to famous 
leaders. Beginning in the 1940’s, she published her They Came from. . . series about simple 
stereotypical American immigrants from various countries of origin. Judson’s historical but 
somewhat fictional biographies, titled Abraham Lincoln, Friend of the People and Theodore 
Roosevelt, Fighting Patriot, were Newbery Honor Books. Her novel Mr. Justice Holmes won 
the Thomas Alva Edison Mass Media Award in 1957. In total, Judson garnered a pair of 
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Indiana Authors’ Day Awards and two American Library Association Notable Book citations, 
largely for her brief biographies of inspiring Americans intended for young children. 
  
Judson’s writing career spanned nearly fifty years and included the publication of more than 
seventy children’s books with gross sales of more than sixty million copies. A few months 
prior to her death in 1960, she received the Laura Ingalls Wilder Medal for substantial and 
lasting contributions to children’s literature. In a fitting tribute to her lasting career, the Society 
of Midland Authors, of which she was formerly a director and treasurer, established the 
annual Clara Ingram Judson Award in 1961. 
  
Ernest Alfred Mayo (1865-1946): 
Ernest A. Mayo was born and educated in Birmingham, England. Before immigrating to the 
United States, Mayo practiced architecture in South Africa. In the 1890s, Mayo settled in 
Evanston and set up his practice in Chicago, where he specialized in designing large houses. 
His imposing structures, primarily in the Tudor Revival style, but also commonly in the 
Craftsman and Colonial Revival Style, appealed to the prosperous businessmen of the North 
Shore. In addition to designing 32 houses in Evanston, Mayo also designed a clubhouse for 
the Woman’s Club of Evanston (1912). Other Evanston residents called on Mayo to remodel 
their “out of fashion” early and late Victorian houses to the more popular Tudor Revival Style.  
  
Mayo’s son Peter B. Mayo (1875-1976) joined the firm in the late teens, and another son, 
Vivial, joined the firm in the late 1920’s. Known as Mayo & Mayo, the firm continued to design 
substantial residences on the North Shore. In 1927 and 1929, Mayo & Mayo published 
portfolios of their work, in which they described their architectural philosophy, “In every home 
we build, we endeavor to truly represent the owners ideas and tastes to make them practical 
and as beautiful as we may, in whatever style they prefer.” 
  
Mayo designed 27 homes in the Lakeshore Historic District. Of those, 23 are designated 
landmarks.  
 
Tudor Revival: 
Tudor Revival styled homes feature steeply pitched roofs, a dominant front gable, half-
timbering, masonry or stucco walls, massive chimneys and narrow multi-light casement 
windows. Tudor Revival is based on late Medieval English prototypes from grand manors to 
thatched roof cottages and was popularized in the United States during the same period as 
the Colonial Revival gained ascendency as a preferred residential architecture style. Tudor 
Revival is sometimes termed “Tudorbethan” – an amalgamation of Elizabethan medieval 
prototypes and the Jacobean style, which features more Classical stylistic elements designed 
mostly in masonry. The Tudor Revival is mostly a post World War I American architectural 
style found in many “estate” neighborhoods of both cities and suburbs. There are 60 Tudor 
Revival Landmarks in Evanston. 
  
Public Comment 
None.  
 
Applicable Standards 
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Staff recommends the following standards be applied. Additional standards may be applied at 
the Commission's discretion. Determination of whether the standards have been met is 
exclusively afforded to members of the Commission.  
  
Staff may provide a professional opinion on the proposal at the Commission’s request.  
  
Alteration 
1. Every reasonable effort shall be made to adapt the property, structure, site, or object in a 
manner that requires minimal alteration of the property, structure, site, or object and its 
environment. 
  
2. The distinguishing original qualities or character of a property, structure, site, or object and 
its environment shall not be destroyed. The removal or alteration of any historic material or 
distinctive architectural features shall be avoided whenever possible except when retention 
represents a hazardous or dangerous condition. 
  
3. All properties, structures, sites, and objects shall be recognized as products of their own 
time. Alterations to sites, buildings, structures, or objects that have no historic basis shall be 
discouraged. 
  
4. Changes that may have taken place in the course of time are evidence of the history and 
development of a property, structure, site or object and its environment. These changes may 
have acquired significance in their own right, and this significance shall be recognized and 
respected. 
  
5. Distinctive stylistic features, materials, finishes, examples of skilled craftsmanship, or 
examples of distinctive construction techniques that characterize a property, structure, site or 
object shall be treated with sensitivity. 
  
6. Deteriorated architectural features shall be repaired rather than replaced, wherever 
possible. In the event replacement is necessary, the new material should match the material 
being replaced in composition, design, color, texture and other visual qualities. Repair or 
replacement of missing architectural features should be based on accurate duplications of 
features, substantiated by historic, physical, or pictorial evidence rather than on conjectural 
designs or the availability of different architectural elements from other structures or objects. 
  
7. The surface cleaning of buildings, structures or objects shall be undertaken with the 
gentlest means possible. Treatment methods that will cause damage to the historic materials 
of the structure, site, or object must not be used.  
  
8. Every reasonable effort shall be made to protect and preserve archaeological resources 
affected by, or adjacent to, any project. 
  
9. Innovative design for alterations to existing properties shall not be discouraged when such 
alterations do not destroy significant historic, cultural, architectural or archaeological material, 
and such design is compatible with the features, size, scale, proportion, massing, color, 
material and character of the property, neighborhood and environment. 
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10. Wherever possible, alterations to structures and objects shall be done in such a manner 
that if such alterations were to be removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the 
structure would be unimpaired.  
  
Construction 
1. Height. Height shall be visually compatible with properties, structures, sites, public ways, 
objects and places to which it is visually related.  
  
2. Proportion of facades. The relationship of the width to the height of facades shall be 
visually compatible with properties, structures, sites, public ways, objects, and places to 
which it is visually related.  
  
3. Proportion of openings. The relationship of the width to height of windows and doors shall 
be visually compatible with properties, structures, sites, public ways, objects and places to 
which the building is visually related.  
  
4. Rhythm of solids to voids in facades. The relationship of solids to voids in the facades of a 
structure shall be visually compatible with properties, structures, sites, public ways, objects 
and places to which it is visually related.  
  
5. Rhythm of spacing and structures on streets. The relationship of a structure or object to the 
open space between it and adjoining structures or objects and the setback from the public 
ways shall be visually compatible with the properties, structures, sites, public ways, objects 
and places to which it is visually related.  
  
7. Relationship of materials and texture. The relationship of the materials and texture of the 
facades shall be visually compatible with the predominant materials used in the existing 
structures to which it is visually related.  
  
8. Roof shapes and roof mounted equipment. The roof shape of a structure including any roof 
mounted equipment shall be visually compatible with the structures to which it is visually 
related.  
  
10. Scale of a structure. The size and mass of structures in relation to open spaces, windows, 
door openings, porches and balconies shall be visually compatible with the properties, 
structures, sites, public ways, objects and places to which they are visually related.  
  
11. Directional expression of facades. A structure shall be visually compatible with the 
properties, structures, sites, public ways, objects, and places to which it is visually related in 
its directional character, whether this be vertical character, horizontal character, or non-
directional character.  
  
12. Original qualities. For additions to existing structures, the distinguishing original qualities 
or character of a property, structure, site or object and its environment should be preserved. 
The alteration of any historic material or distinctive architectural features should be avoided 
when possible.  
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13. Archaeological resources. Every reasonable effort shall be made to protect and preserve 
archaeological resources affected by, or adjacent to any project.  
  
15. New additions. Wherever possible, new additions to structures or objects shall be done in 
such a manner that if such additions were to be removed in the future, the essential form and 
integrity of the historic property and its environment would be unimpaired.  
 
Attachments: 
Combined COA Application_Current 
Survey Sheet 
Statement of Significance 
260120_COA_1122 Judson 
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Section A.  Required Information (Print Clearly)  

1) Property Address: 
 

FOR STAFF USE ONLY 
Application Number: 

2) Applicant’s Name: 
 

Address: 

City: 
 

State: Zip: Phone: Email: 

3) Owner’s Name: 
 

Address: 

City: 
 

State: Zip: Phone: Email: 

4) Applicant’s Relationship to the Owner:   Same     Architect      Contractor    Other:     
 

5) Landmark:      Yes    No   

6) Within Local Historic District:   Yes     No;    
If yes,    Lakeshore     Ridge      Northeast Evanston    Woman’s Christian Temperance Union     

7) Refer to the completed Zoning Analysis and check as applicable if your project requires:   
     Major Zoning Variance;  Special Use;  Planned Development   If any are checked, additional   
submission requirements may apply. A member of the Planning & Zoning Division will contact you.  

8) Acknowledgement of Potential Archaeological Resources:  I acknowledge that if any archaeological 
materials are encountered during construction, I will stop work and notify the Planning & Zoning Division 
immedietly. An approved Certificate of Appropriateness is not a clearance for purposes of the Illinois Human 
Remains Protection Act as amended. (20 ILCS 3440)  
9) Applicants Signature: I acknowledge that I understand the requirements for what constitutes a complete 
application and affirm that the requirements for a complete application have been met. 
 

_________________________________________________________________  Date: ____________________ 
 

NOTICE: This form is not a permit application. 
 
Application Required: This application is required for all scopes of exterior work, including minor, major, and 
window/door replacement projects affecting Evanston landmarks and properties within local Evanston historic 
districts when a permit is required and when work is visible from the public way (street, alley, sidewalk, or other 
parcel of land appropriated to the public for public use).  
 
Submission Deadline: To ensure timely processing of your application, submit this application no less than 15 
business days before the second Tuesday of each month. Incomplete applications will not be accepted. 
Refer to the Submittal Requirements, pages within this application to ensure completeness. Upon receipt 
of your application, staff will determine whether the proposal can be reviewed administratively, or whether it will be 
referred to the Preservation Commission for review and action. Completed applications referred to the 
Commission will be scheduled for review at the next available meeting as long as all required information is 
provided by the deadline and the number of items on the agenda allows.  
 
For more information: It is encouraged, but not required, to meet with staff  to review submittal requirements 
prior to submitting. To set up a meeting or to answer any questions as to which requirements apply to your project, 
please contact Cade W. Sterling at (847) 448-8231 or email: csterling@cityofevanston.org 

Application for  
Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) 
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Section B: Application for Certificate of Appropriateness 
1) Describe, in detail, the proposed activity and reason for requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness 

including how the proposal meets the Binding Review Standards.  
 
Attach a separate sheet or sheets if necessary.  
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talo02
Text Box
The proposed project includes a small infill addition at the southwest corner of the first floor, substantial interior renovation of the rear half of the first and second floors, and a new wraparound porch at the rear/west and south sides of the house. 

The infill addition replaces an open, covered side porch and a tall open space that extends from grade to the underside of a second floor addition. The south and west stucco walls of the addition align with existing, adjacent walls and will be stucco to match the texture and color of the existing. New window and door openings are compatible with the proportion and spacing of existing openings. New door and window trim will match the size, profile and color of existing trim using Tru-Exterior and/or James Hardie smooth trim boards. [Standards (B)7, 10 & 12]
The second floor renovation, while significant, respects and maintains all windows and/or openings on this level. At the new washroom, a taller awning replaces an existing double-hung window. The proposed design maintains the size and proportion of the original exterior trim, with a decorative infill panel that borrows form and materiality from existing panels on the front gable of the house. [Standards (A)1 – 5, (B)7, 12]     

The wraparound porch serves three functions: a covered at-grade entrance accessing a new mudroom at the north end; a screened porch accessed from the kitchen; and a covered side porch that provides access to the kitchen and screened porch. The scale, proportion, and materiality draw from the existing front porch. Like the front, proposed materials for the wraparound porch include a standing seam metal roof, Lannon stone piers and foundation walls with painted cedar lattice panels, and trim details, columns, and a painted railing to match the size and profile of those at the front porch. [Standards (B)7,8, 10, 11] To maintain ample daylight into the kitchen, the porch roof has two skylights on the west side. On the south side, the metal roof transitions to a cedar pergola whose rafters match the slope of the adjacent roof. The eave trim and gutter extend along the length of the pergola to maintain consistency in volume and character between the two “roof” types. The existing decorative frieze at the base of the second floor remains visible below the pergola and shed roof along its entire length. [Standards (B)8, 12]

The sum of the proposed parts -- infill addition, interior renovation, and new porch -- provide a program for modern living with a design that is sympathetic to the materials, detailing, character, scale and proportion of the original house. 
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CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS 
 

 REPAIR, REPLACEMENT, RE-POINTING, SOLAR INSTALLATION, AND SITEWORK INCLUDING 
NEW PATIOS, TERRACES, OR WALKWAYS 

 1 copy of a completed COA Application Form and all supporting written information including a 
detailed project narrative (Section B) that includes how the proposal meets the Binding Review 
Standards.  

 Plat of survey that accurately represents current conditions of the property.  

 As applicable, provide a to-scale existing and proposed site plan (roof plan for solar installation) 
clearly showing the proposed change(s) with dimensions of proposed features, setbacks from 
proximate lot lines, and material annotations. An aerial image or birds eye photo with areas of 
work identified will be sufficient for proposed roof replacement and re-pointing.  

 Labeled, color photographs showing all exterior views of the building, structure, and/or site 
including all areas of proposed work and any areas of deterioration. Google street view or other 
non-current photos will not be accepted.  

 If materials are being proposed for repair or replacement that are other than an exact match to 
original, physical or visual samples or manufacturer brochures must be submitted.  

 Any additional information that is requested after your initial consultation with staff or as 
requested by the Commission’s Pre-Application Review Subcommittee.  

 FENCES – Provide a plat of survey with the existing and proposed fence and gate location(s) clearly 
identified. Include photos of the existing fence and any gates, and an illustration or sample photo of the 
proposed fence and gate style(s).  

 

 REPLACEMENT OF WINDOWS, DOORS, and SKYLIGHTS 
Due to the sensitivity required for window and door replacement, the Commission has created 
additional resources for applicants (available following the links below or accessing the Preservation 
Commissions webpage) including separate design guidelines, a sample best practice submission, and 
sample drawings for wood and steel windows. 

 1 copy of a completed COA Application Form and all supporting written information including a 
detailed project narrative (Section B) that includes how the proposal meets the Binding Review 
Standards.  

 Context photos of all impacted elevations with the location of new or altered windows/doors labeled 
by number and by type. If there are typical windows (more than one of the same size material, and 
operating style), label each window type A,B,C etc. If there are multiple windows for a single type, 
those would be labeled as, 1A, 2A, 3A etc. Google street view or other non-current photos will not 
be accepted. 

 Condition photos, interior and exterior, of all windows and doors scheduled for replacement. Labels 
on condition photos should match those on the context photos above.  

 If replacing original or historic wood windows, provide information on the viability of 
restoration/repair. This must come from a licensed general contractor, architect, or restoration 
specialist on the provider’s letterhead, not from the window supplier/contractor.  

 To-scale and labeled floor plans (recommended if new window openings are proposed). 

 To-scale, existing and proposed elevation and section drawings for each window type presented 
side-by-side on the same sheet. Drawings must include annotations and dimensions including the 
overall window opening, stile, top and bottom rail, meeting rail, muntin, sill, and exterior trim or 
moulding profiles. Drawings of existing windows must be based on field measurements.  For all 
drawings, the window’s relationship to the existing wall plane must also be provided.  
 
Important Notice: Manufacturers’ standard cut sheets are not an acceptable substitute for detailed 
drawings since they are not drawn specifically for the proposed window replacement and do not 
show custom applications or installation details required for the project.  
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 MAJOR ALTERATIONS, ADDITIONS, NEW CONSTRUCTION, RELOCATION, AND DEMOLITION 
If a major alteration, construction or relocation, or demolition is planned, City staff will notify neighbors 
within 250 feet of the subject property at least five (5) business days prior to the Preservation 
Commission hearing. The applicant is responsible for paying the mailing fee. 

 Zoning Analysis Required: A completed Zoning Analysis must be submitted with the COA 
application. Zoning staff requires at least 10 business days to complete a zoning analysis. During 
the height of construction season, zoning analysis reviews may take longer. Applicants must give 
themselves enough time to request a zoning analysis in order to meet the COA deadline below. 

 1 copy of a completed COA Application Form and all supporting written information including a 
detailed project narrative (Section B) that includes how the proposal meets the Binding Review 
Standards.  

 Plat of survey that accurately represents the current conditions of the property including the 
location of existing trees with their size and species identified.  

 Drawings that accurately indicate existing conditions and all proposed changes and areas of new 
work 

o To-scale existing and proposed site plan clearly showing the proposed change(s) with 
dimensions of proposed features, setbacks from proximate lot lines, material annotations, 
and approximate location of major structures on adjacent lots.  

o Labeled, color photographs showing all exterior views of the building, structure, and/or site 
including all areas of proposed work and any areas of deterioration which demonstrate 
why repair is not possible. If a change in height, scale, or massing is proposed, provide 
photos of the existing structure in context with the immediate structures on the block to 
which it is visually related. Google street view or other non-current photos will not be 
accepted. 

o To-scale, annotated, and dimensioned existing and proposed exterior elevations side-by-
side on the same sheet (as possible). Elevations must clearly annotate all building 
materials, window types, trim types and sizes, etc.  

o If the proposal includes changes or additions to the original roof, include to-scale and 
annotated existing and proposed roof plans including details such as configuration, slope, 
overhang dimensions, and the new roof transitions into existing. 

o For new additions and new free-standing construction, 3D drawings, models, or 
axonometric drawings in context with the primary structure and its immediate surroundings 
are required. Context includes adjoining structures on adjoining lots. This requirement 
may be waived for new garages and smaller accessory structures. 

o For proposed free-standing construction including ADU’s, Coach Houses, and new 
Principle Structures along streets, block studies showing the visual, massing, and other 
proportional relationships of the proposed structure to the structures it is visually related to 
shall be provided. 

o Details or sections if required to explain areas of complexity.  

 For proposed demolition, include photos and narratives demonstrating the current conditions that 
necessitate demolition and why repair or rehabilitation are not possible or being pursued. 
Depending on the proposal, staff may require a statement from a structural engineer. 

 FEE – Proposals which are referred to the Preservation Commission for review are subject to a 
preservation fee per Code Section 2-8-16. An invoice will be sent to the applicant following receipt of a 
complete application. The invoice must be paid prior to a case being scheduled for review.     

Links to Additional Information: 
1. Evanston Preservation Commission Including List of Meeting Dates 
2. Frequently Asked Questions 
3. Procedural Guidelines 
4. Evanston Preservation Program Including Resources for Applicants 
5. Preservation Commission Window Replacement Guidelines 
6. Sample Best Practice Window Replacement Submission 
7. Sample Supplemental Window Drawings 
8. Solar Panel Installation Guidelines 
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City of EVANSTON LAKESHORE HISTORIC DISTRICT RE-SURVEY

PIN 11-19-208-015-0000

BEGINNING  STREET # 1122

PHOTO ID \Images\11-19-208-015-0000.jpg

CATEGORY Building

CONDITION Good

INTEGRITY Historic alterations and/or addition(s)

ARCHITECTURAL 
CLASSIFICATION Tudor Revival

DETAILS

CONSTRUCTION YEAR 1894

OTHER YEAR

DATESOURCE Building permit

PLAN Rectangular

NO OF STORIES 2.5

WALL MATERIAL (current) Stucco

WALL MATERIAL 2 (current)

FOUNDATION Stone

ROOF TYPE Front gable

ROOF MATERIAL Asphalt - shingle

WINDOW MATERIAL Wood

WINDOW MATERIAL 2 Leaded glass

WINDOW TYPE Casement

WINDOW 
CONFIGURATION

1-light; multi-light

PORCH Wraparound

HISTORIC 
FEATURES

Stucco exterior with decorative half timbering on 2nd story and under gables; front gable roof with front overhang and oversized 
corner brackets; side gable dormers; paired 2nd story three-sided window bays on front façade--SEE CONTINUATION SHEET

ALTERNATE 
ADDRESS?

GENERAL INFORMATION

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

SECONDARY STRUCTURE Detached garage

SUFFIX AVENUE

LOCAL

WITHIN LOCAL DISTRICT? Lakeshore

LOCAL DISTRICT CONTRIB/NON-CONTRIB? C

LOCAL LANDMARK? YES  YEAR 1978

LOCAL LANDMARK ELIGIBLE? -

 CRITERIA: N/A

NATIONAL REGISTER

WITHIN NR DISTRICT? Lakeshore

NR DISTRICT CONTRIB/NON-CONTRIB? C

NR LANDMARK? NO YEAR -

NR ELIGIBLE? NO CRITERIA -

CURRENT USE Domestic - single dwelling

HISTORIC USE Domestic - single dwelling

SIGNIFICANCE This 1890s Tudor Revival residence is an early design by Ernest Mayo, a popular and prolific architect from the 1890s through the 
1920s.  The house is historically significant as the home of writer and lecturer Carla Ingram Judson.

STREET # SUFFIX

STREET NAME JUDSON

END STREET #

NRSECOND C
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City of EVANSTON LAKESHORE HISTORIC DISTRICT RE-SURVEY

BUILDER Wigginton, James

ALTERATIONS Front porch does not appear to be original--Sanborn maps through 1950 show house with wraparound front porch that extends 
across façade---SEE CONTINUATION SHEET

HISTORIC INFORMATION

PHOTO ID2 \Images\11-19-208-015-0000-2.jpg  PHOTO ID3

OLD ADDRESS 
(city dir.year)

BUILDING MOVED? No

MOVED FROM

ORIGINAL 
OWNER

Thomas, John M.

ORIGINAL 
ARCHITECT

Mayo, Ernest A.

ARCHITECT 
SOURCE

BP559

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

SURVEYOR Lara Ramsey

SURVEYOR 
ORGANIZATION

GRANACKI HISTORIC CONSULTANTS

SURVEY DATE 2/21/2012

AVENUE
ADDRESS

1122 JUDSON

Historic Info 
Compiler

aoe

SURVEYAREA EVANSTON LAKESHORE PHASE II

OTHER PINS
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City of EVANSTON LAKESHORE HISTORIC DISTRICT RE-SURVEY

PERMIT/HISTORIC INFORMATION

OLD ADDRESS 
(city dir.year)

MOVING INFORMATION
BUILDING MOVED? No

MOVING PERMIT #  DATE

JUDSON AVENUE1122
CURRENT ADDRESS

BUILDER Wigginton, James

COST $4,000

MOVED FROM

ORIGINAL PERMIT  INFORMATION

BLDG PERMIT # 559  DATE 1894.12.18

BUILDING PERMIT 
DESCRIPTION

2-story house 33'x44'x44'h, 12 rooms

ORIGINAL OWNER Thomas, John M.

ORIGINAL OWNER 
OCCUPIED?

yes

ORIGINAL 
ARCHITECT

Mayo, Ernest A.

ARCHITECT SOURC BP559

HISTORIC INFO COMPILER aoe

HISTORIC INFO
Clara Ingram Judson, who lived here, wrote more than 70 
children's books & won awards including American Library 
Association's prestigious Laura Ingalls Wilder award.  [MB Perkins]

OTHER SOURCES
Evanston Landmark (1978).  ELHD #144.

COA INFO

EXTERIOR ALTERATION PERMITS
BP3104, 1907.10.04, 2-story frame impr 33x45x34 8 rooms (add 
bathroom) $1500, owner HS Haugen, archt HM Hansen, carp H 
Hulteen.  BP4304, 1910.06.08, 1-story frame porch  $300 owner 
Haugen.  BP39595, 1970.06.05, remodel bsmt $1500, owner/contr 
Victor Dye

OTHER PERMIT INFO
BP4090, 1910.08.01, 1-story frame garage 15x24x18'h, 2 rooms 
$846, owner HG Haugen, archt HM Hansen, carp H Hulteen.    
BP9131, 1921.09.15, 1-story frame garage addition 16x18x14 
$400, owner/archt/carp JS Sheafer.

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION 1894
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City of EVANSTON 
LAKESHORE HISTORIC DISTRICT RE-SURVEY 

CONTINUATION SHEET 
  

STREET # 
 
1122 

 
STREET 

 
JUDSON AVENUE 

 
  
 

ADDITIONAL PHOTOS OR INFORMATION 
 

Historic Features  
 
Stucco exterior with decorative half timbering on 2nd story and under gables; front gable roof with 
front overhang and oversized corner brackets; side gable dormers; paired 2nd story three-sided 
window bays on front façade;  five-part window under front gable with wood casement windows 
decorative wood surround; most window appear to be historic wood casement windows, many 
featuring leaded glass transoms; 2.5-story north bay with gable roof; 2-story, 3-sided oriel bay with 
leaded glass windows and dark wood surround under overhang on north gable. 
 
Alterations 
 
Front porch does not appear to be original--Sanborn maps through 1950 show house with 
wraparound front porch that extends across façade, but a building permit from 1910 (BP4034, 1sty 
front porch 7x28x14, $300) indicates that the porch may have been altered earlier; 2-story rear 
addition (1907). 
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_to his later work, but the details are also tying
iand the combination works well with the strongwif

“‘vertical emphasis of the simple design. SomegofL
Ethe details, especially in the porch framing,f§{;

?fsuggest the concurrent Queen Anne style. Thei.;}
»:§integrity is quite good; the porch added in lég0f. Qis in the back, and the dormers added apparent?yV
'Eéin 1907 are small and only slightly disrupt tiegi

_
clarity of the front gable's form.

‘ f;‘

f
F§_This early de31gn by an important Evanston archi:
.ELftect contains elements that he continued to Use'?
g? successfully for more than a generation. The; 3
?g scale of the Tudor elements is narrower compared:

Em '

f
l

wfni$%g'

fThis house was for some years the home of Clara'
.,}Ingram Judson, lecturer and nationally known §"K

i§writer for young people. During her lifetime g‘fEshe wrote more than seventy books. She create?i
r.the first newspaper feature for children in 1922“qand carried it on for seven years, had her own

Lprogram on WLS, beginning in 1921, dealing wit
f_"Home Management, Money and Time."

w.
I

‘She gave this early career up to write for chi?-j
gidren. Among her many volumes are the 19 books%,;
;?of the Mary Jane series, seven books built as
Sirdund the theme "They Came From", dealing withf

'

_ 57theforeign born, a number a biographies (Jane““3
AI5Adams,Robert Fulton, Frances Willard, Abraham_;§

Lincoln, Thomas Jefferson, etc.), several pre4 7

fschool books, including "Summer Fun", and a

:social studies series for the primary level mjgfi
(about "People Who WOrk." She receiVed a number‘

.Aof literary awards, including the Laura Ingall
“Wilder Award from the American Library Associa-

j tion, the Thomas Edison Foundation Mass Media
"Award for her Mr; Justice Holmes,and the Thetag';

—— :Lj.,-
(continued under other comments)

Immauys?rnr=w : A

:-£avms170matmm?mnR‘K

~ ”ADDRESS:1122. Judson
. * =9€0MMQN~NAME: Same ..

REAL' EiSI‘ATEI‘NDEWENUMBER:
:DAIE€0F*CONSTRG@$¥@N:1394
5AR€HI5IECT10R?3313mm: ErneSt Mayo

.OR?GFNALmSJTE-_§fWMOVED __

s I‘G-N‘Ié?txCANCE:
‘ HISTORY-6A1; __vH1‘ __ H-Z' .x_ H3
“ARQHTTECTURAL.ji-AA A; A5 __ A6

_‘_A7 '__"‘A'8
’_

A9

OTHER COMMENTS:
‘ a

Sigma Phi "headliner" award for her novels for :

children about the fbreign—born. "
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Date:

Project #
SD0.1

GARTLAND RESIDENCE

01/13/26

2513
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EXISTING 
GARAGE

1
2

.3
0
'

47.60'3.00'

1
.4

0
'

EXISTING HOUSE
1,550 SF

OVERHANG 
165 SF

350 SF

48 SF

120 SF

98 SF

AT-
GRADE 
DECK 
457 SF

368 SF60 SF

84 SF

190.00'

5
0
.0

0
'

87.04'

FRONT 
PORCH 
186 SF

S
ID

E
 S

.B
.

9
.3

0
' E

X
G

.

ZONING ANALYSIS  (R-1)

BUILDING LOT COVERAGE 30% MAXIMUM / 2,850 SF

2,158 SF

LOT AREA 9,500 SF

EXISTING BUILDING AREA

MAXIMUM BUILDING HEIGHT 35 FT OR 2 1/2 STORIES

EXISTING BUILDING HEIGHT 42 FT

ADDITION ALLOWED 692  SF

IMPERVIOUS COVERAGE 45% / 4,275 SF

EXISTING IMPERVIOUS 3,411 SF

ADDITIONAL IMP. ALLOWED 864 SF
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© 2025

Date:

Project #
SD0.4

GARTLAND RESIDENCE

01/20/26

2513

1/16" = 1'-0"
1

SITE PLAN - EXISTING

Page 20 of 34

B.
Page 276 of 292



UP

190.00'

5
0
.0

0
'

PROPOSED 

PORCH
536 SF

EXISTING 

GARAGE

EXISTING HOUSE
1,715 SF

FRONT 
PORCH 
186 SF

350 SF

48 SF

120 SF

NEW WALK
192 SF

EXG. WALK 368 SF60 SF

NEW WALK 
72 SF

REAR SETBACK

75.04' 29.50'

11.96'

3
5

.5
7
'

6
.3

3
'

6
.1

7
'

8
.2

6
'

FRONT SETBACK 27 FT

LOT AREA 7,200 SF MIN.

SIDE SETBACK NORTH 5 FT

REAR SETBACK 30 FT

SIDE SETBACK SOUTH 5 FT

REQUIREDDESCRIPTION

47.60 FT

9,500 SF

4.0 FT (+/-)

87.04 FT

9.3 FT

EXISTING PROPOSED

TOTAL BUILDING COVERAGE 2,158 SF

(E) STAIRS AND STOOPS 60 + 84 = 144 SF

(F) EXISTING DECK @ GRADE 457 SF

IMPERVIOUS SURFACE COVERAGE

MAX = 45% =  4,275 SF

BUILDING COVERAGE 

MAX = 30% =  2,850 SF

(H) PROPOSED WALKWAYS -

48 SF(I) DRIVEWAYS AND APRONS

(G) EXISTING WALKWAYS 604 SF

2,694 SF

60 SF

EXISTING PROPOSED

ZONING DISTRICT R-1 NO CHANGE-

NO CHANGE

NO CHANGE

8.26 FT

6.17 FT

75.04 FT

(A) EXISTING PRINCIPAL BUILDING 1,715 SF

(B) PROPOSED PORCH ADDITION

93 SF

(C) EXISTING GARAGE 

1,715 SF

536 SF

350 SF

EXISTING PROPOSED

TOTAL 2,158 SF 

(22.7%)

2,694 SF 

(28.4%)

0 SF

-

752 SF

48 SF

3,411 SF 

(35.9%)

TOTAL 3,554 SF 

(37.4%)

(D) ROOFED FRONT PORCH (50% CREDIT)

-

350 SF

93 SF
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Date:

Project #
SD1.0

GARTLAND RESIDENCE

01/20/26

2513

1/16" = 1'-0"
1

SITE PLAN - PROPOSED

ZONING AND SITE INFORMATION
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CRAFT ROOM
12' - 8" x 12' - 3"

MECHANICAL ROOM
11' -4" x 25' - 10"

T.V. ROOM
20' - 2" x 12' - 0"

STORAGE
8' - 0" x 13' - 0"

UTILITY ROOM
18' - 0" x 10' - 9"

CRAWL 
SPACE

SAUNA

HALL
4' - 0" x 19' - 6"

BATH
5' - 0" x 10' - 6"

NO WORK NO WORK

NO WORK U.O.N.

NO WORK U.O.N.
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Project #
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GARTLAND RESIDENCE

01/20/26

2513

3/16" = 1'-0"
1

BASEMENT PLAN - PROPOSED
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UP

UP

DN

DN

KITCHEN
16' - 3" x 13' - 7"

DINING ROOM
14' - 8" x 13' - 7"

LIVING ROOM
16' - 2" x 13' - 7"

LIBRARY
11' - 0" x 12' - 0"

HALL
14' - 6" x 14' - 2"

MUDROOM / BACK STAIR
13' - 8" x 10' - 2"

SCREENED 

PORCH
11' - 6" x 18' - 0"

CUBBIES

D.W.

PIANO

COVERED ENTRY
10' - 6" x 8' - 10"

18" D.W.
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GARTLAND RESIDENCE

01/20/26

2513

3/16" = 1'-0"
1

FIRST FLOOR - PROPOSED
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UP

DNDN

PRIMARY BEDROOM
15' - 5" x 15' - 0"

BEDROOM 2
14' - 6" x 14' - 2"

BEDROOM 1
12' - 9" x 13' - 2"

CLOSET
8' - 9" x 5' - 0"

PRIMARY BATH
10' - 10" x 6' - 6"

GUEST BEDROOM
13' - 6" x 9' - 6"

HALL BATH
9' - 0" x 6' - 0"

LAUNDRY CLO.
3' - 0" x 4' - 7"

WASH ROOM
5' - 6" x 6' - 0"

WINDOW 
SEAT

LIN.

STAIR HALL

STAINED CEDAR 
PERGOLA
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01/20/26

2513

3/16" = 1'-0"
1

SECOND FLOOR - PROPOSED
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3/16" = 1'-0"
1

ATTIC PLAN

NO WORK
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Date:

Project #
SD1.5

GARTLAND RESIDENCE

01/20/26

2513

3/16" = 1'-0"
1

EXISTING EAST ELEVATION
NO WORK
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Project #
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01/20/26
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3/16" = 1'-0"
1

EXISTING SOUTH ELEVATION
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STONE PIERS, RAILING, AND 
PORCH TRIM TO MATCH 

EXISTING AT FRONT PORCH

PAINTED CEDAR LATTICE TO 
MATCH COLOR OF FRONT PORCH

STAINED CEDAR PERGOLA

STANDING SEAM METAL ROOF 
TO MATCH FRON PORCH

SCREENED PORCH BEYOND

NEW MARVIN ULTIMATE 
DOUBLE HUNG WINDOWS 
WITH PAINTED TRIM TO 
MATCH EXISTING 

P
R

O
P

O
S

E
D

 P
O

R
C

H
 H

E
IG

H
T

1
6

' -
 1

"

NEW STUCCO TO MATCH COLOR 
AND TEXTURE OF EXISTING

EXISTING DECORATIVE FRIEZE 
AND BRACKETS TO REMAIN

| 1234 sherman ave.  |  evanston  |  il  |  60202  |  t. 847.733.7300   |  www.studiotalo.com |

tal   architecture
studi

inc.

© 2025

Date:

Project #
SD1.7

GARTLAND RESIDENCE
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1

PROPOSED SOUTH ELEVATION
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1

EXISTING WEST ELEVATION
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STANDING SEAM 
METAL ROOF WITH 
FIXED SKYLIGHTS

NEW MARVIN ULTIMATE 
AWNING WINDOW WITH 
HIGHER SILL HEIGHT AT 
EXISTING OPENING; INFILL 
PANEL BELOW WINDOW WITH 
DECORATIVE WOODWORK 
SIMILAR TO EXISTING AT THE 
FRONT GABLE

COVERED ENTRY WITH NEW 
MARVIN ULTIMATE FRENCH 

DOORS AND TRANSOM WINDOW

PAINTED COLUMN SUPPORTED BY 
STONE WALL  WITH PAINTED TRU-
EXTERIOR CAP AND TRIM; MATCH 

CONDITIONS AT FRONT PORCH

NEW PAINTED FRIEZE BOARD AND 
TRIM TO MATCH EXISTING

TIMBERTECH TREADS 
AND RISERS

TIMBERTECH PORCH 
DECKING  WITH PAINTED 
TRU-EXTERIOR APRON 

NEW PORCH COLUMNS 
AND TRIM TO MATCH 
EXISTING AT FRONT 
PORCH
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01/20/26
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3/16" = 1'-0"
1

WEST ELEVATION - PROPOSED

Page 30 of 34

B.
Page 286 of 292



| 1234 sherman ave.  |  evanston  |  il  |  60202  |  t. 847.733.7300   |  www.studiotalo.com |

tal   architecture
studi

inc.

© 2025

Date:

Project #
SD1.10

GARTLAND RESIDENCE
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1

EXISTING NORTH ELEVATION
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DECORATIVE STONE 
CHIMNEY AT 
SCREENED PORCH

INFILL WINDOW WITH 
STONE TO MATCH EXISTING
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Project #
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GARTLAND RESIDENCE

01/20/26

2513

3/16" = 1'-0"
1

NORTH ELEVATION - PROPOSED
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GUTTER AND DOWNSPOUT 
TO MATCH EXISTING
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Project #
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GARTLAND RESIDENCE

01/20/26

2513

1
NW AXON - PROPOSED

2
EXISTING NW AXON
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CEDAR PERGOLA AT SIDE 
PORCH; MATCH PITCH OF 
ADJACENT METAL ROOF

STANDING SEAM 
METAL ROOF

NEW WINDOW AT 
EXG. OPENING WITH 
DECORATIVE WOOD 

PANEL BELOW

STONE PIERS WITH PAINTED 
CEDAR LATTICE PANELS 

COVERED ENTRY WITH 
BLUESTONE LANDING, STONE 

KNEE WALLS AND PAINTED 
COLUMNS AND TRIM TO 

MATCH CONDITIONS AT THE 
FRONT PORCH

GUTTERS AND DOWNSPOUTS 
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MINUTES
Preservation Commission 

Tuesday, January 13, 2026 @ 7:00 PM
909 Davis Street, Floor 3, Conference Room 332

 
COMMITTEE MEMBER 
PRESENT:

 Stuart Cohen, Commission Member
Amanda Ziehm, Commission Member
John Jacobs, Commission Member
Carl Klein, Chair/Committee Member
Thomas Ahleman, Vice Chair/Committee Member
Cade Sterling, Staff
Lesa Rizzolo, Committee Member
Matthew Johnson, Committee Member

COMMITTEE MEMBER 
ABSENT:

Sarah Dreller, Commission Member
Joshua Bowes-Carlson, Committee Member
Charles Smith, Committee Member

STAFF PRESENT:

1. CALL TO ORDER/DECLARATION OF A QUORUM

2. NEW BUSINESS

A. 25PRES-0125 – Landmark Nomination - 2600 Colfax Street, commonly known as 
Lincolnwood Elementary School

The Commission shall hold a public hearing on the proposed nomination, considering all 
testimony or evidence relating to the designation criteria in Subsections 2-8-4(A) and (B), 
from any person who makes written submissions or appears at the public hearing. Within 
seventy (70) days following the close of the public hearing, the Commission shall make a 
determination upon the evidence as to whether the nominated landmark or district does or 
does not meet the criteria for designation in Subsections 2-8-4(A) and (B)

Motion: Jacobs
Second: Rizzolo

Continued to February 10 7-0-4
Ayes: Cohen, Ziehm, Jacobs, Klein, Ahleman, Rizzolo, and Johnson
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Preservation Commission
January 13, 2026

Nayes: None
Absent: Dreller, Bowes-Carlson, Sterling, and Smith

3. ADJOURNMENT
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