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WHEREAS, Thomas H. Brinkmann has been a vital member of

Evanston’s community, graduating from Northwestern University and being appointed 

one of the youngest Dean faculty members to Northwestern’s Engineering School, 

before serving the community as an Alderman during the 1970’s; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Brinkmann, in his capacity as Alderman, opposed the 

longstanding, established discrimination of minorities by local realtors who sought to 

keep Evanston firmly segregated, and organized a caucus of fellow Aldermen and 

Alderwomen to establish Evanston’s first Fair Housing Review Board and to fund public 

housing; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Brinkmann chaired the committee that oversaw the

drafting and adoption of the first Liquor Control Ordinance in the Northshore

Chicagoland area, post-Prohibition.  This ordinance permitted liquor sales in restaurants 

for the first time in over forty (40) years and paved the way for Evanston’s thriving 

restaurant sector; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Brinkmann chaired the Human Services Commission

hearings that resulted in Evanston’s first-ever funding of day care; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Brinkmann chaired the hearing that resulting in funding 

“Operation Nutrition,” Evanston’s first open pantry/food depository; and 



 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

   

 
 
_______________________________ 
Stephen H. Hagerty, Mayor 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Approved as to form:

_______________________________
Kelley A . , Corporation Counsel

~2~

125-R-19

WHEREAS, Mr. Brinkmann continued to serve the community in his post-

retirement years, leading senior citizen and Northwestern alumni reunion bus tours of 

the City and giving talks on the City at the Evanston King Home,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF 

THE CITY OF EVANSTON, COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS, THAT:

SECTION 1: The foregoing recitals are hereby found as fact and 

incorporated herein by reference.

SECTION 2: On behalf of the entire citizenry of the City of Evanston, the 

City Council hereby expresses appreciation for Thomas H. Brinkmann by designating 

that portion of Lake Street between Asbury Avenue and Wesley Avenue “Thomas H.

Brinkmann Way.”

SECTION 3: This Resolution 125-R-19 will be in full force and effect from 

and after the date of its passage and approval in the manner provided by law.

Attest:

______________________________
Devon Reid, City Clerk

Adopted: __________________, 2020���������	
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