
Creating a One Stop Shop for 
Affordable, Resilient Net-Zero Homes



● Aims to provide building owners, households, renters, and 
residents in Evanston with the home improvements they need 
for refuge without displacement. 

● Emphasis is placed on moderate to low-income Black and 
Latinx Evanstonians as they are especially vulnerable to 
climate change hazards. 

● This equity-centered program aligns with several of 
Evanston’s Climate Action and Resilience Plan (CARP) goals: 
one-hundred percent renewable energy for all properties 
by 2030 and city-wide carbon-neutrality by 2050.



Project Design
Social and Climate Vulnerability Mapping

Building Assessment Pilot
Expert Advisory Group

Robust, Authentic Community Engagement
Human Centered Program Design





Potential Upgrades
• Air Sealing and Insulating attic/roof and walls 
• LED Lighting 
• Energy Star Certified Appliances (Refrigerator, Dishwasher and Clothes Washer) 
• EPA WaterSense water fixtures and toilet 
• Clothes dryer conversion to a heat pump clothes dryer or electrically fueled heat pump 
clothes dryer 
• Higher – Efficiency upgrades to existing heating and cooling equipment or converting 
heating and cooling equipment to electrically fueled heat pumps 
• Domestic Hot Water Heater conversion to tankless water heater or electrically fueled 
heat pump water heaters 
• Rooftop Solar Photovoltaic (PV) potential 
• Stormwater management improvements (ie downspouts, native vegetation, trees) 
• Lead abatement







Policy/Finance 
Recommendations

● Phased Approach
● Preserving Affordability
● Compliance with Local Codes, Ordinances and Construction 

Standards
● Equitable Workforce Development and Procurement
● Identify a Sustainable Funding Source Through the City of 

Evanston
● Explore Different Financial Products



Next Steps
● Share information with other communities pursuing similar 

projects

● Identify initial funding options


