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Davidsarah Black Otter Kaplan
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Bozho ani jayek. M'ke'de G'de'de ndezhnekas. Davidsarah ndezhnekas.
Bodewademi Nishnabe ndaw mine m'ko o dodem. Evanston n'doch
byayen.

Hello hello everyone. Black Otter is my name. Davidsarah is my name. | am
Citizen Potawatomi, The People of the Place of the Fire and | come from
the Bear Clan. | am from Evanston.

| am writing here to you all today to urge you to listen to my relatives at the
Pokagon Band of Potawatomi. We Bodewademi (Potawatomi) have lived
here on the coasts of Lake Michigan since time immemorial. We call this
land Bodewademiakien, land of the Potawatomi. When our Anishinaabeg
prophets brought us on our pilgrimage south through the Straits of
Mackinaw, we landed here in the arms of our beautiful sibling, Ininwewi-
gichigami (Lake Michigan). The Lake has provided for us and took care of
us ever since. Generations upon generations have been buried here, lived
here, were born here, loved it here.

If you are unfamiliar with what | am telling you, you desperately need to be
educated in the beautiful history of the land you govern.

| tell you all this because | hope it will meet your heart and you will feel
compassion for us Bodewademik (Potawatomi Peoples) and all First
Peoples of this land who have buried their ancestors in this soil. Please be
compassionate here and take the time for a survey to be done. Our people
died here, just like yours, and we would like to take them home. In any
case, there may be no grave sites and you can go on your way. Wouldn't it
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be better anyhow? Would you like to begin building and find my family's
gravesite and have to halt the construction? Is this financial cost worth it? Is
the ethical and moral cost worth it?

Evanston, listen to your Native American constituents. We are still here and
we still care.

MOA re Ryan Field

Other: Seek collaboration
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Mr. Sterling,
| support any effort to preserve Ryan Field but am opposed to mitigation as an alternative.
Sincerely,

Stephanie
stephertg@yahoo.com



The Pride of Evanston

Ryan Field
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“The year saw the completion of the University
Stadium, opened formally in the autumn and named
Dyche Stadium in honor of Mr. W. A. Dyche, the
business manager of the University, to whose
enthusiasm through many years the University owes
the Stadium. The structure is architecturally beautiful
and embodies all the latest developments in stadium
building. The attainment of the beauty has meant




added expenditures but | cannot help feeling that
this expenditure has been justified.”
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Quote from President’s Annual Report, 1926-1927, Northwestern University

Ryan Field, located at 1501 Central Street, Evanston, Illinois 60208 is the pride and joy of Evanston. The Illinois
State Historic Preservation Office has declared it eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. It represents
so many years of fun, history, and pride in our Wildcats and our community.

The stadium is of interest architecturally. It represents other stadiums of its era and was designed by James Gamble
Rogers, who has designed many places with historic designations, including many Evanston landmarks. We can
directly link the stadium to Mayor William Andrew Dyche. It was his masterpiece. We can also link the stadium to
Coach Randy Walker, for whom the Randy Walker Terrace and Walker Way were named, and for whom “Walk
with Us” is completed before home games, when the team marches down Walker Way to the Randy Walker
Terrace, lined by the marching band and cheering fans. Coach Walker, who lived and died in Evanston, coached
here from 1999 until his sudden death in 2006 (he died on June 29, 2006, before the start of the 2006 season). He
also coached as the running backs coach in 1988 and 1989. The stadium is his.

Wildcat Alley and the N Zone are Northwestern traditions of pregame festivities. Wildcat Alley, in addition to
being a turf field, is also the name of a lane at the stadium, as is Wildcat Avenue. The N Zone has concessions, food
trucks, beer, wine, and lawn games. Wildcat Alley has the marching band, entertainment, concessions, televisions
with other games, and giveaways. Tailgating in the parking lots is a tradition since the 1940s. By the 1970s, there
were enormous parties in the parking lots, with couches, stereos, beer kegs, and big grills. Fans often stayed in the
parking lots for the games. Northwestern has been on “Top Ten Tailgating Schools” lists, was listed as one of the



best 25 tailgating schools by Spoon University. Today, tailgating groups include Northwestern University
Tailgating Society.

Other Ryan Field traditions include band traditions, Keys at Kickoff, and the Wildcats entrance. (The Wildcats
entrance involves running past the Wildcats garden, through the mound, through the tunnel, and beneath the roaring
inflatable wildcat head, and Day is an annual performance of area high school bands with the Northwestern
University Marching Band during halftime. Other universities, such as Northern Illinois, have copied
Northwestern’s Band Day tradition. According to Hail to Purple, “As for NUMB itself, it has more tradition and
rituals than British royalty and the Catholic Church combined. Among the best not covered elsewhere on the list:
band announcer Pete Friedmann, the growl ("AAAHHH"), the band's chair step marching technique, the display
(since 1948) of the flags of the Big Ten during "Fanfare," playing the opposing team's fight song, the "Sculpted N"
march during "Go U Northwestern," and the glide step during halftime.” The growl includes claw hand symbols.
Keys at Kickoff involves fans shaking car and house keys during the opening kickoff. Willie the Wildcat and
cheerleaders do push-ups to match the total points in the game. According to Super Tailgate, while many schools
have push-up traditions, “the unique thing about NU games is that students will sometimes be lifted into the air to do
the push-ups while counting out loud the score.”

Ryan Field is the only FBS stadium with detachable lights. (Information on moveable lighting can be found in the
1501 Central files from the City Clerk’s office and in the 1501 Central online permits). Although a few night
games, such as the Chicago Charities College All-Star games and the first night game in the Big Ten Conference on
October 5, 1935 against Purdue were hosted before 1997, they have been a tradition since that year.

Additionally, the stadium represents the community in events such as movie night, Run for Walk, now called the
Randy Walker Memorial 5K, and graduation. It has been the film site of two movies. The pre-Olympic track and
field trials were held at the stadium twice in 1932 (women) and in 1948 (men). The NCAA track and field
championships were held here in 1943. The Chicago Charities College All-Star Game was held here in 1943 and
1944. Additionally, in 1934 and 1935, the college all-stars practiced at the stadium before the game.

Dyche Stadium had the first experimental televising of football games. Station W9XAO used mechanical television
to record the 1931 games there. The games are available in the Northwestern library archives.

Coach Walker

Coach Walker was beloved by the team and by fans. He started the “Trust Yourself” tradition at Northwestern,
represented by a board with “Trust Yourself” in the locker room. Players touch that board before games as a



reminder never to lose faith in oneself. According to the Chicago Tribune, “He told his players: If you laid down a
2 by 4, everyone could walk across it. But if you raised it 100 feet, you'd be nervous. That's what happens on game
day go when you walk into a stadium. The bar has been raised. Trust yourself.”

He was said to care about the players and to tell people what they needed to know, even if it was not what they
wanted to hear. According to Hail to Purple, “Coach Walker cared about each student-athlete's success in the
classroom as much as on the field. Walker had joked that he could recite each of his player's GPAs faster than their
40 times. He pulled one player from spring practice so that the player could work exclusively on his studies, even
though the player was still academically eligible to practice.”

Coach Walker provided us with many great games at Ryan Field. The game against Michigan on November 4, 2000
is described by Smart Football as “the most important game in the history of the spread offense.” The victory
against Illinois on November 18 won a shared Big Ten title. Victory Right Il against Michigan State, came on
September 29, 2001. On October 25, 2003, homecoming, the Wildcats upset Wisconsin 16-7. October 3, 2004 was
the 33 Game against the Ohio State.

Coach Walker would often talk enthusiastically about Magic, his Black Labrador. Wildcat Report writer Louie
Vaccher remembers Coach Walker greeting and Magic after practice. Coach Walker’s wife, Tammie, had brought
him to the practice field for a visit. Coach Walker’s memorial service was on July 6, 2006 at First Presbyterian
Church. Jamie Walker said that his father was his best friend. The football team had a large presence, with former
player Jason Wright, then with the Cleveland Browns, singing “It is Well.” In April, Coach Walker had signed a
contract extension with Northwestern. He had planned not to move to a different school. A 5K annual race, which
begins and ends at the stadium, where Willie the Wildcat cheers, began in 2011. The race, originally called Run for
Walk, changed its name to the Randy Walker Memorial 5K in 2018. The 2020 races were held virtually.

Mayor Dyche

Originally called Northwestern Stadium, the stadium was dedicated on November 13, 1926 in honor of William
Andrew Dyche, the business manager of Northwestern and the second mayor of Evanston. That day, the Wildcats
beat the University of Chicago in their final meeting, 38-7. The Wildcats would go on to win a shared Big Ten
Championship in 1926. The stadium was renamed Ryan Field in 1997.

According to the Northwestern Alumni News, “Dyche Stadium was built . . . to honor William A

Dvche CAS 82, former Northwestern business manager, who urged construction of the stadium.” Mayor
Dyche
served
the




university and the community faithfully for many years, and the stadium’s name was given to him as a
surprise gift by his colleagues. Mayor Dyche was the one who urged the stadium’s construction. The
stadium was his dream. This stadium was designed to be a “Soldier Field” of the North Shore. (Soldier
Field was a National Historic Landmark, but lost its landmark status after its huge renovation. Ryan Field
has also been called “the Wrigley Field of college football.” Wrigley Field is a National Historic Landmark
and Chicago Landmark). He raised money for the stadium, initially and later. When the project was short
of funds, he went to the City Council to arrange bonds. He was the construction overseer.

According to the Under Every Stone blog, “University president Walter Dill Scott said that during Dyche's tenure as
business manager of NU, that Dyche was single-handedly responsible for bringing in over $20 million dollars in
endowment funds. ‘But,” said Scott, ‘he scorned the "high pressure” methods of modern salesmanship. His thought
was to "educate” men of wealth to his own faith in the cause of education.””

Mayor Dyche was mayor of Evanston from 1895 to 1899 and also was a two-term alderman. He was a graduate of
Northwestern Academy, and earned bachelor’s and master’s degrees from the university. He was given an honorary
Doctorate of Laws degree by the university in 1932. He served as President of Northwestern Alumni Association
from 1891-1892. He replaced his father on the Northwestern Board of Trustees, serving from 1894 to 1896 and
from 1903 to 1935. He resigned from his position as President of the State Bank of Evanston in 1919 so that he
could have more time for Northwestern. He only served one term as mayor so that he would have more time for his
other commitments. He then became Vice President and Chairman of the Board. He was re-elected President in
1935. After his retirement as business manager, he became Counselor to the University. He was named a member
of the board for life, one of the first to receive this honor. He was also named the business manager of the university
for life in 1927. Mayor Dyche retired from the university in 1934, and the ceremony was held at his stadium.

Mayor Dyche was a member of First Methodist Church, the Union League, and the University Club of Evanston.
He was married to May Louise Bennett. They had three children: David, Ruth, and George.

The stadium was declared “finished” in 1926, although construction continued in the next few years (work permits
and Hail to Purple). In 1927, the towers with “ramps to the 200 level,” according to the NU Sports webpage, were
completed. The towers have windows, bathrooms, flag poles, loudspeakers (in more recent years), and concession
stands. In 1928, wooden bleachers were added to the north and south ends (work permits). The stadium is both
Collegiate Gothic and Art Deco. The stadium’s towers are in the Collegiate Gothic tradition, like many other
Northwestern buildings designed by James Gamble Rogers. The arches are in an Art Deco style (as mentioned in
email from a Football Stadium Digest editor). The architecture reflects the time period of the stadium. Other
stadiums of that era, like Hilltop Stadium (sadly demolished) in Denver, which opened in 1926, and Schoellkopf
Field in Ithaca, New York, which opened in 1915, contain similar parabolic seating, which is not seen in new
stadiums. Hilltop Stadium also had very similar arches. Made of concrete, this stadium looked a lot like Ryan Field.
David Booth Kansas Memorial Stadium, which opened in 1927, also has arches.

Other stadiums of that time also had Gothic features, such as the University of North Dakota Memorial Stadium
(sadly demolished), built 1927, which had similar towers. This Collegiate Gothic stadium was a contributing
resource to the UND Historic District in the National Register of Historic Places. Old Stagg Field at the University
of Chicago, was built in 1892, and had towers and arches. Palmer Stadium (sadly demolished), built in 1914 for
Princeton, also had Gothic features and arches. Another classic Gothic stadium, sadly demolished, Archbold
Stadium was completed in 1907 for Syracuse University. Ryan Field stood in for Archbold Stadium in the filming
of The Express: The Ernie Davis Story, released in 2008. Another movie, Four Friends, released in 1981, was also
filmed at the stadium.

The Yale Bowl, which is a Gothic Stadium, is a National Historic Landmark and on the National Register of
Historic Places and opened in 1914. Hermance Stadium, a Gothic stadium in Brookhaven, Georgia, dedicated in
1929, and which has been converted to baseball, is on the National Register of Historic Places, as is Ken Locke
Stadium, in Knoxville, lowa. Ken Locke Stadium, which opened in 1940, is in the Knoxville WPA Athletic Field
Historic District. Michie Stadium, opened in 1924, is a contributing resource to the United States Military Academy
District, which is listed in the National Register of Historic Places. Note: as this is an older entry, this form does
not give an inventory of structures for the area. In that case, the state historic preservation office makes the
determination which structures are significant. The New York State Historic Preservation Office said that Michie



Stadium is a contributing structure to the United States Military Academy District. The stadium is listed in the
Historic Structures Inventory, West Point, New York. Bristol Municipal Stadium is a Gothic football stadium in
Bristol, Tennessee. The stadium is on the National Register of Historic Places and has been recognized as a
landmark by both the Tennessee Historical Commission and the Bristol Historical Association. It was completed in
1937.

Native American Connections

Ryan Field is located on the homeland of several tribes. The Native American Guardians Association and the Tribal
Historic Preservation Office of the Pokagon Band of the Potawatomi Indians have expressed concerns about
demolition of the stadium and new construction on tribal land. According to The National Desk, ““NAGA believes
the presence of Native American ancestral burials and archaeological sensitive sites are reason to prevent
construction,” NAGA President Eunice Davidson told The National Desk (TND) Tuesday. ‘Once again, in this
instance, the liberal left is advocating to cancel history by targeting, oppressing and eradicating a race of people they
dislike - American Indians.””

Ryan Field History of Structures and Services




Ryan Field is largely concrete. Steel structures and brick were added in 1949, when the stadium was enclosed to
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form a horseshoe. Additionally in 1949, the wooden bleachers on the north and south ends were removed. The
north bleachers were replaced with steel bleachers. A Northwestern Alumni News article states that the bleachers
were removed to make room for track. (The bleachers at the north and south ends of the stadium, when wooden and
steel, were movable. Sometimes they were deployed and sometimes they were not). Also in 1949, the north end of
the east stand was extended. The Randy Walker Terrace, originally called Touchdown Terrace, was completed in
the 1996-1997, and is mostly concrete, with a concrete roof. The Randy Walker Terrace was named in 2006 after
Coach Walker’s death. This terrace contains the home locker rooms, sports medicine facilities, and training
facilities, along with equipment rooms.

Much of Ryan Field has remained intact. The parabolic stands, arches, and the towers are still there. (The parabolic
stands are designed to improve fans’ view of the action on the field, by concentrating seats near the center of the
field.) From work permits, we can see that the stadium is in good condition and is well-maintained. The university
has maintained the concrete and done many repairs and refurbishments over the years. The university does many
electrical repairs, plumbing repairs, and maintains the heating and cooling, gas, communications equipment, and
electrical equipment. It is also obvious from the permits that the university maintains the elevators.

The 1996-1997 renovation (prior to the 1997 season) removed the AstroTurf and replaced it with natural grass,
lowered the playing surface, widened the concourse, and remodeled the bathrooms and concession stands, in
addition to taking out the elevator, replacing it, and adding 2 additional elevators. The seats were replaced. The total



number of seats was reduced from 49,256 seats to 47,129 seats. The press box was replaced with the Leonard B.
Thomas Press Box and the Stadium Club was created in that box, along with the Wildcat Den underneath. The
Press Box and Stadium Club are largely steel, with some other materials, like concrete, fiberglass, and vinyl. There
was a replacement of the loudspeakers. There was also a renovation of the concession stands in November of 1997.

There has been much remodeling of the scoreboards over the years, most recently in 2014, when the main
scoreboard/video board was replaced with a large video board and additional ribbons of video boards were added to
the north and south end zones. In 1988, an advertising panel was added to the bottom of the scoreboard at the
southwest corner of the stadium. This scoreboard had been moved from the southeast to the southwest corner in
1985. The main scoreboard and two auxiliary scoreboards were refaced in the summer of 1996, with a “supporting
member” of one of the scoreboards being moved to the southeast. A box advertising the Chicago Sun-Times was
also added at this time to an auxiliary scoreboard. In 2001, replacement and auxiliary scoreboards came to the south
end of the stadium. There was a new replacement computerized scoreboard in 1982.

The field was originally grass. In 1973, it was replaced with Tartan Turf. Also, a larger track with more lanes was
formed. Additionally in 1975, the concrete was repaired and refurbished. In 1976, a masonry wall was replaced and
the ticket offices were remodeled. Sometime in this era, the remaining old wooden seats were replaced with
aluminum seats (6,300 aluminum seats had already been installed, replacing the wooden seats), and the press box
and the bathrooms being remodeled and turnstiles were installed, along with painting of the stadium. Additionally,
the bleachers at the north end of the stadium were removed sometime in the mid-1970s.

The ticket offices were remodeled again in 1983. (Additional seating renovations were held sometime between
1989 and 1993). In 1984, the Tartan Turf was replaced with SuperTurf. In 1994, the SuperTurf was replaced with
AstroTurf. In 2004, a video review deck was added to the press box. Hannibal, the bronze wildcat on the mound
behind the south end zone, appeared soon before the 1998 season started. After Illinois beat the Wildcats on
October 3, 1998, their players put one of their helmets on Hannibal’s head. Offended, the Wildcats put one of their
helmets on Hannibal’s head after they beat Illinois on November 18, 2000, winning a shared Big Ten title. Damien
Anderson scored 4 touchdowns and rushed 179 yards on 39 carries, breaking Darnell Autry’s school records for
touchdowns in a season and rushing yards in a career.

In 1949, a television booth was added to the roof of the west stand. In 1957 and 1958, a concrete block ticket office
was added. In 1951, the entrances at the west stand were rearranged. In 1958, six concrete block Pepsi stands were
added. An additional Pepsi stand was added in 1967. Additional concession stands were created in 1959 and the
shower room was converted to a steam room. In 1961, the press box was remodeled and an elevator was installed,
along with a second floor photography room. In 1962, two women’s bathrooms were remodeled. In 1970, an
NROTC office was added. In 1980, there was new lighting for the N Club. (Inthe 2017-2018 of McGaw Hall, the
N Club was extended onto the roof of the Randy Walker Terrace). In 2011, seating had been extended to the roof of
the Randy Walker Terrace, with moveable tables and chairs. In 1981, the locker rooms, training rooms, coaches’
office, and conference room were remodeled. In 1983, offices and bathrooms were remodeled and a bathroom was
removed. On April 23, 1983, the Louis R. Lurie Athletic Training and Sports Medicine Center at the stadium was
dedicated. Sometime around this time, the Director’s Club, “a unique concession area planned for special events at
Dyche Stadium and McGaw Hall,” according to Northwestern University Athletic Facilites Campaign News, was
constructed.

There have been some renovations to storage rooms. In 1958, new storage rooms were added to the east stand. A
telecommunications room was added to the northeast storage room in 2003. In 1981, a new concrete block storage
room for band instruments was added. In 1984, there was an addition of storage space for athletic equipment.

In 2009, a new public address/notification system was installed. In 2015, a new parapet wall was constructed. A
lawn irrigation system was added in 2016.

There was a change in location of who seats where in 2014, without changing the seats themselves. According to an
email sent out by Northwestern Athletics, quoted in Inside NU, “First, our student section and marching band will be

repositioned to Sections 111-114. We’re excited to offer our student body a vantage point closer to the field of play,
with better views of the action and video board, and the opportunity for more television exposure with which to



represent Northwestern.With that, Sections 134-136 and 235-236 in the northwest corner of the stadium will become
the portion of Ryan Field allotted to the visiting team (previously in Sections 101-104).Why move our roaring
students away from the Wildcats, and the visiting fans behind the Northwestern bench? Because the football team
will have the ability to use both the east and west sidelines during the 2014 season. The team will choose its sideline
on a game-by-game basis depending on which location offers the stronger competitive edge in a given week.
Additionally, this change will provide fans on both sides the experience of being near the team during select games.”

The menu for concessions was changed in 2017. According to Inside NU, “The food was really gourmet.” A new
“signature menu” was available In addition to new menu offerings at every home game, E-Town Eats opened, which
featured treats from Evanston restaurants such as Bat 17, Pete Miller’s Seafood & Prime Steak, and Buffalo Joe’s.
New items included elaborate burgers with football toothpicks, massive sundaes in little football helmets, and loaded
nachos.

The stadium won the Football Field of the Year
award in 2000 and 2011 by the Sports Turf
Managers Association. In July 2016, Sports
Management Degree Guide named Ryan Field,
“the most amazing college stadium in Illinois.”

The university thinks that Ryan Field is out of date.
But other universities and owners of college
football stadiums have embraced their historic
stadiums. The Historic Stadium Caucus was
created by two representatives to preserve historic
college football stadiums. The representatives went
around to the owners of old college football
stadiums asking them to join and 18 said yes.
Northwestern should add Ryan Field to this list of
stadiums. It would provide free funds and
legislation to preserve our beautiful treasure.

James Gamble Roqgers

Many of James Gamble Rogers’s other works have
received historic designations. Here in Evanston,
Rogers House Residence Hall, Scott Hall/Cahn
Auditorium, Willard Residential College, Hobart
House (Women’s Residential College), and the
Charles Deering Memorial Library are Evanston
landmarks, with Willard Residential College being
a contributing resource to the Northeast Evanston Local Historic District. These landmarks are all Collegiate
Gothic, like the stadium. Other Collegiate Gothic buildings are in the Northwestern University Chicago Campus
Landmarks District (City Of Chicago), which includes the Montgomery Ward Memorial Building, the Weiboldt
Hall of Commerce, and Levy Mayer Hall/Gary Law Library. Another Collegiate Gothic building is in the Hyde
Park-Kenwood Historic District (National Register of Historic Places), Emmons Blaine Hall of the School of
Education of the University of Chicago. The Hyde Park Union Church is also a contributing resource to this district.
The Dover Street Historic District (City of Chicago) contains the Dover Street apartments designed by James
Gamble Rogers. The Dover Street apartments are in the Sheridan Park Historic District of the National Register of
Historic Places.

James Gamble Rogers designed several designated structures in New York City. New York City Landmarks include
Harkness House and the Yale Club. Harkness House is a contributing resource the Upper East Side Historic District
(New York City), which also includes Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church House, and the Swedish Consulate as
contributing resources. The Harkness Mausoleum was a major part of why Woodlawn Cemetery in the Bronx was
named a National Historic Landmark. The Richard C. Lee Courthouse in New Haven, Connecticut is on the
National Register of Historic Places. The James Gamble Rogers house is a contributing resource to the West




Mountain Historic District in Ridgefield, Connecticut. In Gales Ferry, Connecticut, the Yale Boat House is a
Historic Architectural Resource in Ledyard. In Philipstown, New York, the Sloan Estate is on the National Register
of Historic Places. James Gamble Rogers designed Holly Hill, Thayer Hall, Harkness Hall, Trevor Arnett Library
(now Trevor Arnett Hall) and domitories in what is now Clark Atlanta University, which is in the Atlanta University
Center Historic District, (National Register of Historic District). In New Orleans, the Federal Courthouse is on the
National Register of Historic Places individually and as part of the Upper Central Business District and was named a
National Historic Landmark. The MacDonald House was remodeled by James Gamble Rogers. This house, at 131
Farnham Avenue in Toronto and part of De La Salle College, is designated under Part 1V of the Ontario Heritage
Act. In Monticello, Illinois, the Roger Allerton Park is on the National Register of Historic Places and the gardens
are a National Natural Landmark. The Rutherford Health Department is on the National Register of Historic Places
in Murfreesboro, Tennessee. Laurel Court is on the National Register of Historic Places and is listed as a landmark
by Cincinnati. Westmoreland is a Lake Forest Landmark and is on the National Register of Historic Places.
Additionally, in Lake Forest, several buildings of James Gamble Rogers are in the East Lake Forest Historic
District: 121 N Sheridan Road, 296 E Deerpath, 400 E Illinois Road, 606 Tiverton Road, and 990 Illinois Road. In

Ossining, New York, Ossining High School is listed as a “Significant Structure” and is a contributing resource in the
Downtown Ossining Historic District. In Memphis, the Shelby County Courthouse is individually in the National
Register of Historic Places and is a contributing resource to the Adams Avenue Historic District, which is a county,
city, super district, and National Register of Historic Places Historic District. Second Goodwyn Institute is a
contributing resource in the Madison-Monroe Historic District, which is also a county, city, super district, and
National Register of Historic Places district. The Josephine Louise House, Woldenberg Art Center, and Newcomb
Hall are contributing resources in the Tulane University Historic District in the National Register of Historic Places.
In Geneva, the Arthur Farwell house is a contributing resource in the local historic district. In Holland Township,
New Jersey, Riegel Ridge Community Center is on the National Register of Historic Places.

James Gamble Rogers was a graduate of Yale, where he was a member of the Yale Scroll and Key
Society and the baseball team. There, he met Edward Harkness, for whom he later designed many

buildings. He graduated with an architectural certification from the Ecole des Beaux-Arts in Paris. He
and Herbert Hale founded RBSD Architects in New York City, (originally called Rogers and Hale, but



Herbert Hale died in 1909), now one of the oldest practicing architectural firms. His nephew’s son, James
Gamble Rogers IV, who was also an architect, became a famous folk singer who went by Gamble
Rogers, which was the same name James Gamble Rogers used at Yale. His nephew, James Gamble
Rogers I, was a famous architect who has buildings on the National Register of Historic Places. His
grandson, James Gamble Rogers lll, also is an architect and attended Yale. This grandson, who goes by
Jim Rogers, was on the golf team, and the 1968 team captain. He designed the Yale golf clubhouse.
According to Yale Golf History, “There have been six family members named James Gamble Rogers. All
have been architects except Jim’s father and son.” (The numbers of the names are confusing. For
example, James Gamble Rogers Ill is not the son of James Gamble Rogers Il. James Gamble Rogers IV
is the son of James Gamble Rogers II).

Union History

On September 21, 2013, during the Northwestern’s win over Maine at Ryan Field, 35-21, Northwestern
players made history by writing “APU,” short for “all players united,” on their armbands as a show of
support for a college athletes union. Georgia players and Georgia Tech quarterback Vad Lee also joined
in. Quarterback Kain Colter led the drive among the Wildcats. He organized a meeting among the
players, and said that almost all of them signed union cards. He received support from political director
Tim Waters and his union the United Steelworkers, and from Ramogi Huma, with whom he would form
the College Athletes Players Association, which was modeled after the players’ associations in the
professional leagues. The Chicago hearing of the NLRB upheld the unionization, although a national
appeal hearing of the NLRB declined the unionization, after the players were ruled not to be university
employees.

Coach Green

Northwestern hired the first Black head football coach in a Power 5 school in 1981, Coach Dennis Green.
Coach Green was hired to turn around the struggling Wildcats, who were in the midst of a losing streak.
He instilled the team with “Desire, Dedication and Determination.” On September 25, 1982 won against
Northern lllinois in the Streakbreaker at Dyche Stadium, which touched off the wildest celebration in
Northwestern history. In the locker room, Coach Green dove off a table. Northwestern would go on to
win two more games (The October 9 game against Minnesota was at Dyche Stadium) and Coach Green
was named “Big Ten Coach of the Year.” Offensive tackle Chris Hinton became the fourth overall pick in
the 1983 NFL draft. In 1986, Coach Green became the wide receivers coach for the 49ers. He would
later become the head coach of the Vikings and the Cardinals. On July 21, 2016 he died suddenly due to
heart problems.

Wildcats Games and Seasons

The 1995 “Run to the Roses”
galvanized Evanston. People
talked excitedly about the Wildcats
and wore Northwestern Rose Bowl
apparel after their berth in the
bowl. 1995 saw three consecutive
sellouts at Dyche Stadium. They
had a 12-game winning streak at
our stadium and were ranked #5 in
the nation in the AP Poll on
November 5. On November 4,
they had beaten Penn State for the




NOVEMBER 13, 1995
$2.95 (CAN. $3.95)

first time 21-10. Darnell Autry scored all
three touchdowns, earning him a Sports
lllustrated cover story and a race for the
Heisman Trophy. On December 3,
Northwestern moved up to #3 in the AP
Poll and earned a berth in the Rose Bowl.
Also on that day, Wheaties announced that
it planned to feature the Wildcats on a box.
The team won an unshared Big Ten
Championship. Even though the Wildcats
eventually lost to the University of
Southern California in a close game, the
season holds a place of honor in Evanston
history.

The next season was of the Cardiac Cats,
who earned their nickname by having six
close games and winning five, four of
which were at Dyche Stadium. The close
home victories at are against Michigan on
October 5 17-16, October 12 against
Minnesota 26-24, against lllinois 27-24 on
October 26 on homecoming, and against
Purdue 27-24 on November 16. The
Wildcats went on to win another unshared
Big Ten Championship and earned a berth
in the Citrus Bowl.

A sold-out crowd watched Northwestern
beat Notre Dame on October 27, 1962.
Northwestern climbed to #1 in the AP Poll,
and Notre Dame continued a losing streak
to Northwestern, now at four games.

In 1930, the Wildcats won a third shared
Big Ten title against Wisconsin during homecoming with a full house. They broke Tulane’s 15 game
winning streak on October 4 at Dyche Stadium. Also at our stadium, they defeated the Ohio State on
October 11, who were undefeated.

In 1931, the Wildcats won a shared Big Ten title. Al Capone, Machine Gun Kelly, and other gangsters
visited on October 3, when the Wildcats beat Nebraska. This was one of Al Capone’s last days out of
prison, and he chose to spend it coming to our stadium. The fans, however, were not happy to see him
and his entourage. They were booed intermittently throughout the game and eventually left during the
third quarter. During homecoming on November 7, the Wildcats came back against Minnesota from
being down by 14 points after the first half. The final score was 32-14.

In 1936, the Wildcats won an unshared conference championship for the first time. They beat Minnesota,
who had been undefeated for the past three seasons and played a streak of 28 games without a loss.
The Wildcats won all their games at home and away until their loss at Notre Dame Stadiumat the end of
the season.



On October 4, 1941 Northwestern clobbered Kansas State 51-3 in their opener, which was at Dyche
Stadium. It was the first game of Otto Graham who “scored three touchdowns and passed for another,”
according to The Daily Northwestern.

During homecoming 1945, the Wildcats beat Purdue, who were ranked 4th in the AP poll, 26-14. The
Wildcats were unranked by the poll.

The 1948 team, which won all their games at home, won the 1949 Rose Bowl.

Northwestern’s season opener in 1958 at Dyche Stadium was an upset over Washington. The Wildcats
had not won a game in 1957, while Washington had the most efficient quarterback and had trounced
Stanford the week before.

The September 26, 1959 season opener included “some of the most interesting and bizarre [events] in
college football history,” according to The Daily Northwestern. The game was fixed by the mob, who
added a drug to the Sooners’ fruit cocktail, which had been developed to produce vomiting, diarrhea, and
fevers for multiple days. Several Sooners went to the hospital. Northwestern upset the Sooners, who
were ranked #2 in the AP Poll, and took over the #2 spot in the poll for 3 weeks.

On September, 23, 1967 at Dyche Stadium, Northwestern played Miami (Florida) in their first game of the
season. According to The Daily Northwestern, “And despite losing 15 starters from the previous season,
NU sprung the upset in a thrilling game. The defining moment came with NU down 7-6 and on the Miami
9 with only a few minutes left in the fourth quarter. Quarterback Bill Melzer handed the ball off to Chico
Kurzawski, who then passed it back to Melzer — who had slid to the flat. Melzer galloped into the
endzone to send the Hurricanes home empty handed.”

In Homecoming 1991 on October 26, the Wildcats, who had convinced Coach Peay to let them wear
purple pants, purple helmets, and purple jerseys to make things interesting, upset lllinois, “who had been
favored to win by three touchdowns” according to The New York Times. The game was played in the
rain. Quarterback Len Williams remarked that, “We looked like grapes.”

On November 21, 2020 the Wildcats upset Wisconsin. The Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel wrote,
“Northwestern continues to be Wisconsin’s kryptonite, particularly in Evanston.” The Wildcats would go
on to win a Big Ten-West title.

Ryan Field is an irreplaceable Evanston treasure, full of our memories. It represents so much history,
beauty, and pride. The lllinois State Historic Preservation Office has listed it as eligible for the National
Register of Historic Places. Native American groups have expressed a desire to preserve its land. Ryan
Field should be granted Evanston landmark status give it much deserved honor for all that it has done for
us.
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