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Envision Evanston 2045

This 1s a once-1n-a-generation opportunity
that will produce two documents:

Comprehensive e

Plan

A shared vision for the future A major tool, focused on how
with goals and strategies to property can be used, that works to
achieve our vision. achieve our vision.




Envision Evanston 2045

Phase 3

Developing
our Vision
(April-May)

Lived Experience
(February-March)

f Share your thoughts !

Pursuing our Vision
(June-July)

Help us verify the

Participate in shaping our strategies
vision and goals (

“

are aligned with Let us know

o g the cotmunty elpus et e ifthepians
values strategies for on theri
in Evanston effect making the plan track ?
YOU? a reality.
Develop
avision
together

(August—September)

Adopting the
Plan + Code
(October-March 2025)

Finalizing the
Plan + Code

\ A

The plan is ready to

P Share your I
support & voice he adopted
YOUfthES}'Or‘S We have successfull
a thJ IC created a vision an
mee Ings. plan for the future of

Evanston together!

> We want to hear from you'



Envision Evanston 2045

Input Opportunities

[ Office Hours, upon request J

[ Email: EnvisionEvanston2045@cityofevanston.org }

[ Big ldea website submission (since April) }




Envision Evanston 2045

[ Gather Data }

Phase 1 + [ Review Existing Plans }
Community Input

[ Review Current Zoning }

& /




Envision Evanston 2045

 Phase 1| So many sticky notes!

oB3 What I love about Evanston , ) e e words I,

" - - = oGS oLk nEwssa pe e . Elije tres palabras
e aton o . Building a Vision i g S | oot SHEEER e pases
Lo que me encanta de Evanston... 5 gha}}er;giii?fex{.g:?go;n e : oo B 2045 @  Construyendo una visién ’ i
esallos de

THINKING ABOUT THE CHALLENGES YOU IDENTIFIED,

WHAT DO YOU LOVE ABOUT LIVING IN EVANSTON? I L1 ENGES DO YOU FAGE N DALY BASIS , THNKIN ABOUTTHE CHALLENGES XOU BENEEED, IMAGINE IT'S 2045, TMAGINA QUE ESEL ANO 2045
' : DEVIVIRENEVANEIONE DEArios e o CASTE EVANSTON HAS GROWN EXACTLY HOW YOU WANT IT TO. EVANSTON HA CRECIDO EXACTAMENTE COMO DESEAS.
UL ESLO QUE MASTECUSTA L%‘iigfgﬁﬁhs ; A E&n xgvl{EnlgErNgyiré%ﬁoﬂ:'uNo DE choose three words that describe your vision of Evanston Elije tres palabras que describan tu visién de Evanston.
b CUENTANOS SOB! g M ‘vv:_ /AN IMP NTL e A - = > e o
TELL US WHAT QUALITIES MAKE LIFE EASIER AND MORE ENJOYABLE. THINK ABOUT THINGS L E—— T OAFIoS HAYA TENID UN GRAN IMPACTO EN Ti
LIKE WALKABILITY, ACCESS TO GROCERIES, COMMUTES, QUALITY OF PARKS AND OPEN SPACE, THAT EFFECT THE WAY YOU

WRITE YOUR IDEAS DOWN ON A STICKY NOTE AND PLACE THEM HERE )

OR SOMETHING ELSE. DINOS LO QUE PIENSAS DEJANDO UNA NOTA ADHESIVA AQUL

w H“"‘S.a‘ CUENTANOS QUE CUALIDADES HACEN LA VIDA MAS FACIL Y PLACENTERA. PIENSA EN COSAS
SRS BISIE Copo L ACCESIBILIDAD PARA PEATONES, EL ACCESO A ALIMENTOS, EL DESPLAZAMIENTO
DIARIO, LA CALIDAD DE LOS PARQUES Y LOS ESPACIOS ABIERTOS, 0 ALGUNA OTRA “7SA

(Unapista)

SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS ON A STICKY NOTE HERE /

JRTHOUGHTS OM A STICKY NOTE MRS SINOS L0 QUE PENSAS DEJANDO UNA NOTA ADHESIVA AQUL

HeRe
R You:
DINOS L0 QUE PIENSAS DEJANDO UNA NOTA ADHESIVA AQU

oy =

2 |\

=

SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS ON A STICKY NOTE HERE
DINOS LO QUE PIENSAS DEJANDO UNA NOTA ADHESIVA AQUI.

Quastions? Senc 1/
orvisit the webs -

WHAT CHALLENGES DO YOU FACE ON DAILY BASIS
LIVING IN EVANSTON?

¢(QUE DESAFIOS ENFRENTAS A DIARIO AL VIVIR EN
EVANSTON?

= OW you want it to, WRITE Y0 ‘ Imagij i
UR IDEAS DOWN oN 4 gina que es el afio 2045
choose three Words  STICKYNOTEAND PLACE THEM pEge  2.C7eCd0 exactamente co

: DINOS LO QUE PIENS, 11
that describe your visio for Eveny ssocmoouvs —_Elije tres pala

NOTA ADHESIVA AQUI.
TELL US WHAT CREATES A CHALLENGE IN YOUR DAY TO DAY LIFE. THINK ABOUT THINGS

que describan tu visién de E;
THAT EFFECT THE WAY YOU GET AROUND OR HOW YOU ACCESS YOUR DAILY NEEDS.

[0) ENVISION
Hint

CUENTANOS QUE CREA DESAFIOS EN TU VIDA DIARIA. PIENSA EN LAS COSAS QUE AFECTAN * Bu11dlng a Vision R R

TU FORMA DE DESPLAZARTE ATISFACES TUS NECESIDADES DIARIAS. 4 PARA STENER MAS ORMACRIL R
(CF3H0) ENVISION n2picte) DEqMo s [ ] Construyendo una visiéon EnvisionEvanston:
FOR MORE INFO, VISIT: EVANSTON
vanston. 4RA OBTENER MAS INFORMACION, VISITA SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS ON A STICKY NOTE HERE ! 5 = &
=) What I love about E s 7 5 DINOS LO QUE PIENSAS DEJANDO UNA NOTA ADHESIVA AQUI IMAGINE IT’S 2045, IM/ EL ANO 3
®  Loqueme encantade Evanston... EVANSTON HAS GROWN EXACTIY HOW YOU WANTITTO, _ EVANSTON HA CRECIDO EXACTANIENTE GOMO DESEAS

choose three words that describe your vision of Evanston Elije tres palabras que describan tu visién de Evanston.

ELL US ABOUT
WHAT THINKING ABOUT THE THINGS YOU LOVE, T!
ghaotoz sa e T Eae 2 A TIME THIS HAD A MAJOR IMPACT ON YOU.

WRITE YOUR IDEAS DOWN ON A STICKY NOTE AND PLACE THEM HERE

[ Fetessst g7
7
o v 2 £ o e
B ey JPENSANDO EN LAS COSAS QUE TE ENCANTAN, CUENTANOS
T " E ENIDO UN
. TELL S VAT QUALITIES AKE LIFE EASIER AND MORE ENJOTABLE THINK ABOUT THINGS SOBRE UN MOMENTO EN EL QUE ESTO HAYA T!
Sgn'  LIKEWALKABILTY ACOESS TO GROCERIES, CONMUTES, QUALITYOF PARKS AND OPEN SPACE, GRAN IMPAGTO EN TI
e e +
Hn S HACEN LA VDA MAS FACILY PLACENTERA. PIENSA EN COSA ,
) e e PATONES ELAGCESD AALIMENTOS, L ESPLAZAMIENTO .
DIARD LA AL oALGuN
SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS ON A STICKY NOTE HERE ’
S0 kA E 153 A NOT ACHESA A NS L0 QUE IENSHS DEJANDD UNANGTA ADHESIA AU

This is a year-long, community driven process that will lead to a new comprehensive plan and zoning code.
From land use to racial justice to affordable housing, this initiative aims to reflect a shared vision for the future of Evanston.

Este es un proceso de un afio, impulsado por la comunidad, que nos llevara a un nuevo plan integraly reglamento de zonificacidn. Desde.
el uso del suelo hasta justicia racial y vivienda asequible, esta iniciativa busca reflejar una vision compartida para el futuro de Evanston.

Questions? Send us an e-mail/; Tiene alguna un email:
or visit the website/o visita nuestra pagina web: EnvisionEvanston2045.com

org




Envision Evanston 2045

Phase 1 | Show us on the map!

A\l

NT) Show us on the map| or moRe INFo, visiT: [CHEBE) E\I;A\ﬁg{%llg ShOW us on the map! FOR MORE INFO, VISIT: % Eg L
- PARA OBTENER MAS INFORMACION, VISITA: ; £ iMUéStl‘anoslo en el mapa! PARA OBTENER MAS INFORMACION, VISITA: ’_;’TEE:& i; 2045

iMuéstranoslo en el mapa! EnvisionEvanston2045.com (g} s V_EnwswnEvanston2045.com 5

|

*_i RER L |
WE WANT.TO KNOW YOUR THOUGHTS mERE— = = B8 AN RAETTE N 0 o SN ESRS o v WE WANT TO KNOW YOUR THOUGHTS

N\

\\ ABOUT PLACES IN EVANSTON! ABOUT PLACES IN EVANSTON!
it i O N {QUEREMOS SABER TU OPINION SOBRE iQUEREMOS SABER TU OPINION SOBRE
| \
g ViR e - . 8 P LUGARES EN EVANSTON! | LUGARES EN EVANSTON!
R 5 > . 3 x -
L e e cen : | COLOCA PEGATINAS EN EL MAPA USANDO LA SIGUIENTE GUIA. “@mm COLOCA PEGATINAS EN EL MAPA USANDO LA SIGUIENTE GUIA.
—-t T : Q) PARK OR OPEN SPACE YOU LOVE TO VISIT A PARK OR OPEN SPACE YOU LOVE TO VISIT
‘ . o UNFARQUEDIESEACIOABIERTO.QUETE ENCANTAVISITAR @ 1\ PARQUE 0 ESPACIO ABIERTO QUE TE ENCANTA VISITAR
’i-~._~ et YOUR FAVORITE PLACE FOR SHOPPING/ENTERTAINMENT YOUR FAVORITE PLACE FOR SHOPPING/ENTERTAINMENT
=gk : o ULUGRREARSIRDECOMERAS/DE ENIRETENIMIEHTO ERYORILD TU LUGAR PARA IR DE COMPRAS/DE ENTRETENIMIENTO FAVORITO

YOUR FAVORITE NEIGHBORHOOD ) :
BN e sl o ‘ i YOUR FAVORITE NEIGHBORHOOD
L ECHD RO EAVORITOL = TU VECINDARIO FAVORITOT N

SOMEWHERE THAT IS CHALLENGING TO WALK OR BIKE
UN LUGAR DONDE SEA DIFICIL CAMINAR O ANDAR EN BICICLETA

SOMEWHERE THAT IS CHALLENGING TO WALK OR BIKE | |
UN LUGAR DONDE SEA DIFICIL CAMINAR O ANDAR EN BICH\

A ROAD OR INTERSECTION THAT FEELS UNSAFE

UNA CARRETERA O INTERSECCION QUE PARECE INSEGURA @) AROAD OR INTERSECTION THAT FEELS UNSAFE _—

UNA CARRETERA O INTERSECCIGON QUE PARECE INSEGURA

AN AREA THAT NEEDS IMPROVEMENT
UN AREA QUE NECESITA MEJORAR oy

AN AREA THAT NEEDS IMPROVEMENT

4 ,. — UN AREA QUE NECESITA MEJORAR
i Use a sticky note to tell us more about the pl.
i . & L places . =
iz Al 6%\1 identified. 3:3 ?dzt:t:il;iye Eote to tell us more about the 5

e ILIZA UNA NOTA ADHESIVA PARA CONTARNOS = 3
oo MAS
; SOBRE LOS LUGARES QUE IDENTIFICASTE. UTILIZA UNA NOTA ADHESIVA PARA CONTAR =
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.

i
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Envision Evanston 2045

Phase 1

oBE What I love about Evanston....
Lo que me encanta de Evanston...

WHAT DO YOU LOVE ABOUT LIVING IN EVANSTON?
(QUE ESLO QUE MAS TE GUSTA DE VIVIR EN EVANSTON?

TELL US WHAT QUALITIES MAKE LIFE EASIER AND MORE ENJOYABLE. THINK ABOUT THINGS
LIKE WALKABILITY, ACCESS TO GROCERIES, COMMUTES, QUALITY OF PARKS AND OPEN SPACE,
OR SOMETHING ELSE:

CUENTANOS QUE CUALIDADES HACEN LA VIDA MAS FACIL Y PLACENTERA. PIENSA EN COSAS

COMO LA ACCESIBILIDAD PARA PEATONES, EL ACCESO A ALIMENTOS, EL DESPLAZAMIENTO
DIARIO, LA CALIDAD DE LOS PARQUES Y LOS ESPACIOS ABIERTOS, O ALGUNA OTRA COSA.

SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS ON A STICKY NOTE HERE
DINOS LO QUE PIENSAS DEJANDO UNA NOTA ADHESIVA AQUf.

“The Wy
Close o MK

“and grauft

oF ok propk

Compiey,
Moo=

“l

FOR MORE INFO, VISIT: ) Ey&g{%ﬁ

PARA OBTENER MAS INFORMACION, VISITA: 2045
EnvisionEvanston2045.com [G)fr::

THINKING ABOUT THE THINGS YOU LOVE, TELL US ABOUT
A TIME THIS HAD A MAJOR IMPACT ON YOU.

JPENSANDO EN LAS COSAS QUE TE ENCANTAN, CUENTANOS
SOBRE UN MOMENTO EN EL QUE ESTO HAYA TENIDO UN
GRAN IMPACTO EN TI.

SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS ON A STICKY NOTE HERE
DINOS LO QUE PIENSAS DEJANDO UNA NOTA ADHESIVA AQUI.

Students envisioning their futures!

= < — -

= \ i 77; o
QY m

«® Building a Vision e e o P

Construyendo una vision EnvisionEvanston2045.com

IMAGINE IT'S 2045, 5
EVANSTON HAS GROWN EXACTLY HOW YOU WANT IT TO. E_VANSTON HA CRECIDO EXACTAMENTE COMO D’ESEAS
choose three words that describe your vision of Evanston Elije tres palabras que describan tu visién de Evanston

WRITE YOUR IDEAS DOWN ON A STICKY NOTE AND PLACE THEM HERE
DINOS LO QUE PIENSAS DEJANDO UNA NOTA ADHESIVA AQUI ‘

Peacesul
and safe
FunCleaty
Doie

Community
D




Envision Evanston 2045

Phase 1 | Lived Experience

39 3.000+

Meetings, Presentations,
Pop-ups and more!

Responses, Attendees and
Participants




Envision Evanston 2045

What we heard

1. High Cost of Housing 5. Protect Vulnerable + Marginalized
Community Members
2. Need for Transportation

Improvements 6. Enhance Public Spaces + Activities
3. Preserve Evanston’'s Sense of Place /. Address Public Safety
4. Climate Change 8. Support Local Businesses +

Downtown Vibrancy




Envision Evanston 2045

Developing a Community Vision

Phase 3

Developing
our Vision
(April-May)

Lived Experience
(February-March)

f Share your thoughts !

Pursuing our Vision
(June-July)

Participate in shaping our strategies
Help us verify the

vision and goals
How does zoning and are aligned with '3 Let us know ' '
land develo mgent the community’s us craft @ if the plan is
in Evanston%ffect values. stiitegies for on the rl?ht o
maling the plan track

YOU?

reality.
Develop
avision
together

Finalizing the
Plan + Code
(August—September)

Adopting the
Plan + Code
(October-March 2025)

The plan is ready to

Share your I
support & voice 3 Siyes)
YOUfthES}'Or‘S We have successfull
a thJ IC created a vision an
mee INgs. plan for the future of
Evanston together!

We want to hear from you'



Envision Evanston 2045

Draft Vision
Phase 1
Community Input - J
+ ‘
Phase 2 s B\
Community Input
Draft Goals

\_ - N y




Envision Evanston 2045

Phase 2 | V/isioning Workshop




Envision Evanston 2045

Phase 2 | Vision and Goal Validation

Share Your T! With Us! 3 [O) ENVISION

ViSion | ) s ECT WEBS : EVANSTON
. Goals i 151 2045

PUT A GREEN DOT IF YOU AGREE WITH THE VISION AND RED DOT IF YOU DISAGREE. IF YOU DON'T AGREE WITH THE
VISION USE A STICKY NOTE TO TELL US WHY.

In 2045, Evanston is a vibrant, resilient,
and welcoming community for all.

WO oue ok
| gt Ye® Ty

attainable. Evanston’s neighborhoods are

:: Create Healthy '.‘
4 Community :
Evanston celebrates its diversity through O o o :
our arts, culture, history, and neighborhoods. i o @ :
Steady growth in our local circular economy : Establish a Strong o0 ©® ® o :
cultivates opportunities close to home while i Locel Secnen 0 @ X ) ':
achieving ambitious climate action. Our oA ) 0 e B .. . ______________________________________ ST -
abundant access to parks and open spaces ! 09 0@ e I
promotes well-being and extensive housing S prioritize Environmentall it ® 7 ® © : E:;E;:?..:,‘\ |
options make living in Evanston safe and : S : : oo . o ‘. «gs;»m 2 !
: '.

. Tell us why... .
connected through a robust network of transit, 3 i e ‘.
bike, and pedestrian options. AV ims oy |10 e B oo (S,
. Wlhuqhb 5 t(,f; i T secand this/ @L\:V Nd‘%“ ; \
L e = s iEs ':
We achieve this vision through proactive ! - @ G G0 a ae. . mmm @ e 3
- ; Z ” Make Evansto Cona gemat 8¢ 4
e planning, community collaboration, and bold LU Lo i Sovers f,“,‘f g e an L :
@ action. g shoss e ) S G \
0 R £ 5 e emplyss optee o ok L e ]
/ dl\/l//SWj | %i:ﬂﬁ%@s. A%, Sl I e '

W eep i
_____________________________________ froe C apeatr
____________ . LR OVE Koy | iy Fnint
hores, o ord Ao U
e

Create Equitable
Opportunities for All



Envision Evanston 2045

Phase 2 | Pop-Up Events




Envision Evanston 2045

Phase 2 | Developing a Community Vision

20 400+

Meetings, Presentations,
Pop-ups and more!

Responses, Attendees and
Participants




Envision Evanston 2045

Draft Vision Statement

In 2045, Evanston is a vibrant, resilient, and welcoming community. Evanston
celebrates its diversity through our arts, culture, history, and neighborhoods.
Steady growth in our local circular economy cultivates opportunities close to
home while achieving ambitious climate action. Our abundant access to parks
and open spaces promotes well-being and extensive housing options make
living in Evanston safe and attainable. Evanston’s neighborhoods are connected
through a robust network of transit, bike, and pedestrian options.

We achieve this vision through proactive planning, community collaboration, and
bold action.



Envision Evanston 2045

Prioritize

environmental

sustainability

&/

Celebrate
arts and
culture

Create
equitable
opportunities
for all

(-
Increase

housin
diversity

il

Create a

healthy
community

(J
-4 SO
Invest in
~ I active
wlll transportation

Establish a

strong local
economy



Envision Evanston 2045

Pursuing the Community’s Vision

Phase 3

: : Developin : . inalizi ]

Lived Experience ORISR0 pursuing our vision | FRalzigthe  Adopting the
(February-March) ol Vay) (June-July)

pril-May August—September) (October-March 2025)

Share vour thouahts ! Participate in shaping our strategies
f YoM Help us verify the (

vision and goals '
are aligned with Let us know ' The plan is ready to

Help us craft if the plan is
land development the community's * P Share your :
in Evanston effect values. msgllanggtlﬁg ;?arn P o t{::g '?ht support & voice be adopted!
YOU~? A\ a reality. yougtqgss“gns We hav(zje successfull
Devel created a vision an
% vision meetmgs plan for the future of
together Evanston together!

We want to hear from you.’

How does zoning and




Envision Evanston 2045

Pursuing the Community’s Vision

[ Observations + Bold Steps }

T ' D
a N

Phase 3 -
Community Input

_ Y N /

Draft Comprehensive Plan




Envision Evanston 2045

Observations and Bold Steps

We are running out of land and people cannot find housing

e Identify growth centers and corridors that can accommodate more people, for example,
transit hubs and along major bus routes

e Encourage housing choice by allowing duplexes, triplexes, and fourplexes in all
neighborhoods

e Provide housing for people, not cars - eliminate parking minimums



Envision Evanston 2045

Observations and Bold Steps

Families who have lived here for generations are being pushed out, and
children who grew up here can’t afford to stay or return as adults

e Implement an anti-displacement strategy

e Increase density in identified growth centers and corridors to increase the tax base



Envision Evanston 2045

Observations and Bold Steps

We have a rich fabric of people, but we do not have enough spaces and
places for them to experience fun, joy and happiness

e Identify locations for mixed-use development that incorporates greenspace and outdoor
dining

e Close down streets (temporarily or permanently) to enhance the pedestrian experience and
opportunities for people and businesses to call Evanston home

e Remove barriers and allow more events and art throughout the community



Envision Evanston 2045

Observations and Bold Steps

The current [zoning] code is complicated and difficult to use, approval
process is unpredictable

e Streamline the development process to reduce the time and complexity
e Simplify the zoning code by reducing the number of districts
e Use illustrations to communicate ideas

e Reduce the number of exceptions to the rules by allowing more uses by right



Envision Evanston 2045

Focus Group Topics

Arts and Culture Housing and Community Development
Design Professionals Jobs and the Economy

Development Community Land Use and the Built Environment
Equity and Prosperity Social Gathering Places

Transportation and Mobility



Envision Evanston 2045

Phase 3 | Development Scenario Workshop




Envision Evanston 2045

Phase 3 | Pursuing the Community's Vision

20 600+

Meetings, Presentations,
Pop-ups and more!

Responses, Attendees and
Participants




Envision Evanston 2045

Finalizing the Plan + Code

Phase 3

; : Developing Finalizing th Adopting th
Lived Experience : isi nalizing the opung the
ved Experience  ourvision  PursuingourVision | "p2nieac" | gk + Code
(April-May) y August-September) (October-March 2025)
f Share your thoughts ! Help us verify the ( Participate in shaping our strategies
e o e et s now | O l" g’
How does zoning and area Hel it The plan is ready to
o devlopmrt e e 3?:%'??;n o ih"e'?-"ﬁft el b adpted
YOU? a rgalltyp rack yougtqueg}lons We have successfull
Develop me%LtJmIng created a vision an
a vision plan for the future of
together Evanston together!
iy




Envision Evanston 2045

Plan Development

e Community input driven

The feedback and discussions that occurred in earlier phases lead to the themes,
observations, and goals that informed the policies and actions proposed.

e Included collaborative interdepartmental effort

Staff across the City’'s departments provided feedback and helped to make sure other
completed plans were contemplated in what was drafted.



Envision Evanston 2045

1 Future Land Use Strategy | Qverview

e Provides a planning context for walh e NI
including demographic information et = Sl ‘
and early planning history e s e N 3

e Touches on the community W NG
engagement provided earlier, ™ Wi
iIncluding major themes that emerged. | W e

e Introduces the Future Land Use Map == e g

i | F w5

uuuuuuuu



Envision Evanston 2045

Overview

The Land Use Chapter outlines policy directives for Evanston's land resource management, integrating
environmental justice, equitable development, and smart growth principles to foster healthy, inclusive
neighborhoods. This strategy emphasizes a "centers and corridors" framework, focusing on developing
densely populated centers linked by transportation corridors with efficient public and active transit options.
Centers are mixed-use hubs for economic, social, and cultural activities, enabling residents to live, work,
and play in one area. Corridors, serving as vital links between centers, enhance connectivity and
accessibility.



Envision Evanston 2045

Draft Policies 1/2

Direct development to centers and corridors to ensure the efficient use of land and access to transportation

1 choices and amenities.

5 Ensure development, infrastructure improvements, and zoning decisions implement the Comprehensive
Plan and Future Land Use Map.

3 Evaluate development and redevelopment proposals to measure their impact.

4 Prioritize capital improvement projects in centers and corridors.

Encourage the transition of industrial areas and buildings to support innovation districts with a thriving
5 entrepreneurial and research scene that foster collaboration, innovation, and economic development
through close proximity and shared resources.

6 Collaborate with local institutions to implement Envision Evanston 2045 and address emerging trends.




Envision Evanston 2045

Draft Policies 2/2

2 Ensure public facilities are carbon neutral, support workforce and customer needs, and improve service
delivery.

8 Prioritize efficient utility planning to sustain system adequacy, manage costs, and keep the City’s utility rates
competitive while addressing sustainability and climate resiliency.

9 Ensure equitable and proper stormwater management by improving infrastructure, programs, and
regulations to improve the health of urban watersheds.

10 Ensure universal broadband access across all neighborhoods in Evanston by prioritizing underserved areas
to close the digital divide to achieve 100% broadband availability by 2045.

11 Collaborate with the energy utilities to continue to modernize, decarbonize, and increase efficiency.




Envision Evanston 2045

Overview

Evanston’s development has historically been shaped by transportation planning and investments. This
section emphasizes creating a comprehensive, multimodal transportation system that expands access to
diverse transportation options. These efforts align with regional, statewide, and local goals. With climate
change intensifying, reducing transportation emissions is critical. Investing in public and active
transportation can decrease car dependency, reduce vehicle miles traveled, and lower greenhouse gas
emissions.



Envision Evanston 2045

Draft Policies 1/3

1 Collaborate with and support regional transit partners to improve and expand Evanston’s transit network
coverage, service levels, and vehicle decarbonization.

5 Invest in Evanston’s transit infrastructure and programs to ensure that transit is a safe, accessible,
affordable, desirable, and convenient option.

3 Enhance the safety, accessibility, convenience, and usability of the existing active transportation network for
all ages and abilities.

4 Invest in infrastructure and programs that encourage walking for both transportation and recreation.
5 Develop infrastructure that encourages use of the bike lane network.
6 Support and create programs that reduce financial and skill barriers, promote safe road practices, and

increase participation in active transportation.




Envision Evanston 2045

Draft Policies 2/3

2 Expand the shared active transportation fleet, integrating it into existing networks for maximum
effectiveness.

8 Develop an educational and regulatory framework to support safe, positive active transportation
experiences.

9 Support an increase in the share of electric vehicles (EVs) within Evanston.

10 Implement policies and infrastructure improvements that support EV use by the City of Evanston and other
fleets operating in the city.

11 Encourage reductions in vehicle miles traveled (VMT) by Evanston residents.

12 Promote safe driving practices through infrastructure and traffic operations improvements.




Envision Evanston 2045

Draft Policies 3/3

13 Encourage infill development on surface parking lots.

14 Support data-driven parking management solutions.

15 Revise the parking fee structure to balance affordability with transient parking goals.

16 Apply best practices in street design and construction to promote all forms of transportation.

17 Manage truck and delivery vehicle use to support local businesses while minimizing adverse impacts.

18 Ensure seamless transitions between travel modes and service providers to enhance the user experience.




Envision Evanston 2045

Overview

Parks and open spaces are vital for enhancing physical, mental, and environmental well-being. They
promote community health, improve quality of life, strengthen social bonds, connect people with nature, and
preserve natural areas. By designing high-quality parks that reflect community demographics, we can
increase equitable access and address environmental injustices. Focusing on community health, equity, and
environmental resilience strengthens the cultural, economic, emotional, environmental, intellectual,
physical, and social fabric of our community. Parks also offer a means to address and reverse the impacts

of past inequities.



Envision Evanston 2045

Draft Policies

1 Evaluate existing park and recreation programming.

2 Ensure park facilities are age-appropriate based on user demographics.

3 Assess and invest equitably in parks.

4 Increase city investment to maintain and operate park and recreational facilities.
5 Evaluate and establish a plan for an accessible public bathroom system.




Envision Evanston 2045

Overview

The climate, air quality, water, natural resources, and their sustainability are fundamental to life in Evanston.
This chapter explores Evanston’s natural resources, ecosystems, green infrastructure, and urban tree
canopy. Nature-based solutions can mitigate climate change, pollution, and resource scarcity. As Evanston
grows, investing in its natural assets is essential for a sustainable future for all residents.



Envision Evanston 2045

Draft Policies 1/2

Incorporate climate resilience measures into infrastructure projects to mitigate future climate impacts,

1 including increased flooding, heat waves, and storm events.
2 Effectively manage natural resources to optimize ecosystem health.
3 Effectively manage the tree canopy to optimize the benefits of the urban forest.

4 Employ land-use practices that optimize soil health.




Envision Evanston 2045

Draft Policies 2/2

Manage land along the lakeshore and the North Shore Channel to limit habitat degradation and protect and

5 )
preserve water quality.

6 Ensure a sustainable water supply by protecting Lake Michigan and promoting water conservation practices
across residential, commercial, and industrial sectors.

- Prioritize stormwater management strategies that protect water quality, manage flood risks, and enhance

the natural function of wetlands, floodplains, and water bodies.

8 Increase circularity of materials and resources to reduce burdens on the environment.




Envision Evanston 2045

Overview

Economic development enhances a community’s economic well-being and quality of life. Effective economic
development builds a dynamic, sustainable economy, creates quality jobs that support residents’ prosperity,
and improves overall quality of life. Fostering a vibrant, resilient local economy requires strategic planning
and investments in business support, workforce development, and infrastructure. Evanston has the
potential to exemplify how transforming local economies means not only creating jobs but also cultivating
places where people want to live, work, and play.
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Draft Policies

1 Increase economic mobility, especially those who have the lowest median household incomes.

2 Increase the number of families who choose to live in Evanston.

3 Provide support for the growing senior population.

4 Continue to crgate gnd preserve attractive public spaces and vibrant retail streets which contribute to
Evanston’s unique identity.

5 Expand workforce development.

6 Continue revitalization efforts of the local retail economy.

Increase digital presence and awareness of Evanston as a desirable place to do business, to live, and to
have fun.
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Overview

Access to safe and stable housing is vital for a healthy, diverse, and economically vibrant community,
supporting residents’ physical, mental, and economic well-being. This housing chapter outlines a framework
to expand housing choices and supply, preserve existing homes, prevent displacement, and uphold
Evanston's racial and economic diversity. Key goals include ensuring that housing is fair, safe, stable,
connected, healthy, affordable, and accessible. Decades of discriminatory practices have left a lasting

legacy of inequity. These past harms, along with continued issues in zoning, land use, and housing policies,
still impact Evanston today.
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Draft Policies

1 Increase housing supply and housing choice

2 Preserve current homes and prevent displacement

Expand support for non-traditional housing models including community land trusts, shared housing, and

3 limited-equity cooperatives
4 Focus on healthy buildings and neighborhoods
) Expand revenue for housing initiatives

6 Build and leverage local capacity and partnerships
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8 Placemaking, Arts and Culture|  Qverview

Placemaking is a multifaceted approach to planning, designing, and managing public spaces that
emphasizes community engagement, cultural expression, and the creation of vibrant, inclusive
environments. Placemaking can take many forms, from the creation of lively public squares and
pedestrian-friendly streets to the integration of public art and cultural events and activities that reflect a
community’s unique identity. Effective placemaking strategies create a strong sense of belonging and
transform public spaces. Arts-based placemaking, focused not on the art itself but on fostering community
connections, invites residents to engage, share ideas, and build bonds.

Arts and culture significantly shape Evanston’s identity, enhance livability, drive economic development, and
foster social cohesion. Through dance, music, murals, theater, and sculpture, art can create welcoming
public spaces that contribute to the community’s health, happiness, and multicultural dialogue.
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Draft Policies 1/2

1 Make public spaces more accessible and friendly to all ages and abilities.
2 Encourage more ground-up placemaking initiatives in the community.
3 Align placemaking strategies with climate adaptation and mitigation goals.

4 Connect public spaces through a network of active transportation infrastructure.
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Draft Policies 2/2

Enhance cultural arts activities that increase participation in local arts and culture and engage all ages and

> abilities.
6 Integrate arts and culture in City decision making.
- Promote equity by including historically underrepresented communities in the creation and preservation of

placemaking, arts, and culture.

8 Expand the use of public space for creative and cultural activities.
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Overview

Historic preservation is key to Evanston’s future, safeguarding the cultural, architectural, and historical
assets that shape its identity and sense of place. As a foundational land-use tool, preservation helps
balance the City’s long-term goals for economic development, housing, sustainability, and culture.
Integrating historic preservation into future planning enables Evanston to retain its unique character and
collective memory while supporting new housing, revitalization, and heritage tourism for future generations.
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Draft Policies

1 Support adaptive use and rehabilitation of historic buildings to support the City’s economic development
and housing goals.

2 Continue to survey and document properties eligible for historic designation and protection.

3 Promote historic preservation tools and approaches in line with the City’s growth, housing, and economic
development goals.

4 Preserve spaces that embody historic, social, and cultural periods, people, and events.
5 Promote inclusive economic development in historic areas.
6 Establish, maintain, and leverage a range of incentives and programs to address neighborhood

rehabilitation and stabilization needs.

7 Include residents, educational institutions, and other partners in preservation efforts.
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Upcoming Releases + Input Opportunities

Draft
Zoning Code
Release

Nov + Dec 2024

Town Halls

Dec 2024

Land Use
Commission

Nov + Dec 2024
Jan 2025

Final Draft
Plan + Zoning
Code Release

Feb 2025

City
Council

Feb + Mar 2025




Questions?



