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INTRODUCTION

This Comprehensive Plan appears to have been written to come to a particular conclusion of what the vision should be. This document concludes that there should be
development of larger buildings throughout the city with little regard for the impacts on the neighborhoods. The document takes as fact many assumptions and
assertions that are questionable. Many of the assertions, assumptions and conclusions in the document are lacking data or authoritative statements to support them.

Page  Text Plan text Citizen comments and questions
column

6 You shared your dreams and aspirations May we see the raw data, who was surveyed,
etc?

8 human-scale design Please define. There is no other reference to
human-scale design in the Comprehensive
Plan.

8 Ensuring equitable access to safe and attainable housing and daily needs How will the city ensure this?

10 Removing barriers to medium density and affordable housing solutions that bridge the gap between What if barriers are required to protect the
single-unit homes and large apartment complexes. character, viability, desirability of a

neighborhood and the city as a whole?

10 Removing barriers to housing choice in all neighborhoods. Virtually all neighborhoods already have a
range of housing choices now.



CHAPTER 1: FUTURE LAND USE STRATEGY

The draft Comprehensive Plan makes assumptions about housing needs and housing diversity that are unsupported by any cited data. The community outreach
sampled a relatively small number of people and was inadequate in its scope and structure to truly gauge the needs and desires of the residents of Evanston.
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Plan text

A city-wide analysis to locate community resources and land with development potential was done to

support the identification of centers and corridors.

Future Land Use Map

potential for infill development

Property values and housing costs in Evanston are higher than the surrounding region

Accommodating this projected population growth will require proactive efforts by the City to create a

conducive development environment.

the City must focus on increasing housing options, providing amenities, and creating employment
opportunities to attract young families, entrepreneurs, and recent graduates.

new job centers or transportation hubs

This trend could be attributed to rising housing costs in Evanston.

Evanston has developed hundreds of strategies to mitigate greenhouse gas
emissions and build resilience to the effects of climate change over the next 25 years

Evanston’s Hardiness Zone, which assesses plant hardiness based on average annual extreme
minimum winter temperatures, has changed from 5b to 6a, affecting which plants will thrive during
certain seasons.

ARTS, CULTURE AND ARCHITECTURE: entire section

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: entire section

Public Engagement Report

This plan combines these key takeaways with other data insights

Citizen comments and questions

Let’s see analysis. Where are the community
resources and land? Were are the centers and
corridors?

Is cemetery really open space? Does this map
match zoning map? Creation and Innovation
zone currently has big box retail, parks and
light manufacturing.

Where? What kind of infill?
What data supports that?

Why? Building in the city continues now.

If the city is under a population assault why do
we have to attract more people?

Where and how will this happen?

Decline in public school enroliment is a
statewide phenomenon. See NCES study
attached.

What are they?

What does this have to do with land use and
zoning?

Isn’t this why Evanston housing is expensive,
not scarcity?

There should be a robust community outreach
now to get community feedback on the draft
plan.

Where is it?

What other data insights? Let’s see them.



CHAPTER 2: LAND USE

This chapter makes statements and assumptions presented without supporting data, all of which force the conclusion that there should be development of lots of big
buildings. This chapter’s Policy 1 directs development to corridors and centers, but much of the development could actually be in residential neighborhoods by replacing
single family homes with fourplexes as spelled out in chapter 7: Housing. The chapter lacks specificity on many subjects and needs many more details of the current
state of Evanston land use, land supply and opportunities.

Page  Text Plan text Citizen comments and questions
column
23 2 | The existing rules also support exclusionary practices, and the complicated mix of zoning districts and  How are they exclusionary? Why is it difficult
additional regulations makes it difficult for local businesses and homeowners to navigate. to navigate?
24 2 | There have been very few reports of flood damages caused by surface floodwaters. Basement Where has there been flood damage and

backups caused by sewer surcharging have been reported, but the locations have tended to vary from | basement backups? Map?
storm to storm.

25 1 | As of 2023, 95.2% of households in Evanston have internet access. Where are the 4.8% without access? Why no

access?

26 1 | The rising cost of rent and housing, transportation, and daily needs is putting pressure on and Where is the data that supports this?
displacing community members and businesses.

26 1 Evanston needs to reimagine its policies related to development and streamline the permit How will streamlined development improve
review process to improve access to housing options, transportation choices, and a mix of businesses | transportation options? Might streamlining
that support current and future community members anticipated over the next 20 years. just produce more expensive housing?

26 1 Community members and visitors will enjoy a mix of local retail, services, and restaurants How? Will this be mandated somehow?

with amenities including outdoor and rooftop dining. The downtown center features world-class arts
and entertainment

26 1 | MIXED USE CENTERS: entire section Where are these? Not on any map.
27 1 | NEIGHBORHOOD CENTERS: entire section Where are these? Not on any map.
27 1 large campus-type developments are targeted for infill development Where?
27 1 | Other corridors with underused commercial land should encourage redevelopment by adding housing = Where is there underused commercial land?
above or adjacent and by building new mixed-use structures. List and map.
27 1 | the scale and type of development that is desired in an area. Desired by who?
28 1 | Urban Mixed Use: There’s a lot of potential for new development in these areas, where higher buildings  What if higher buildings and density don’t
and density make sense. make sense and are out of scale with the
neighborhood?
29 1 Downtown: the edges should transition to shorter buildings as they approach nearby residential Conflicts with corridor concept
neighborhoods
29 1 innovation: areas consist of former industrial areas that host a mix of retail and service businesses, Where are they? What businesses are there
along with some lighter industrial uses. now? Where are those businesses going?
What if they don’t want to leave? Home Depot,
Target, etc
29 1 This land use category attracts new types of businesses, like research, technology, and labs to Attract how? Why can’t existing zoning handle
effectively adapt old industrial spaces and create local jobs. such businesses?
29 1  As these areas transition they will reduce the impact on nearby homes and lead to fewer environmental How will this happen? What are the
issues. unacceptable impacts now and why aren’t

they being addressed now? What if
somebody other than research and technology
wants to open a business? Cabinet-maker,
toymaker, paper clip factory, clothing maker,
etc Will they be welcome?

29 1 Campuses Where are they? List and map.

29 1  Open Space: Should cemeteries count as open space?
30 2 | 5.1. Encourage the transition... processes that stifle creativity and emerging sectors. What is stifling creativity?

30 2  5.2. achieve entrepreneurship goals that lead to creation of innovation hubs in Evanston What goals? How can city set goals for

private businesses?

30 2 | 5.2.Ensuring land and spaces that support the creation of research and innovation hubs. What does this mean? Where are research
and innovation hubs to be?

30 2  5.3. Explore the use of city-owned properties to support the creation of innovation hubs Which city-owned properties are available?
List and map. Should they be used for
affordable housing instead?

31 1 6.2. remove barriers to ensure equitable distribution of providers and services What barriers exist? Why haven’t they been
dealt with already?

31 1 6.3. support emerging trends in programming What trends? List and explain
31 1 7.4. Consider public-private partnerships to provide an opportunity for the community to develop new | What partnerships? Where have there been
facilities and infrastructure, which can be a catalyst for community development and redevelopment. successful examples? List and explain.
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8.2. accommodate infill development and development in identified Centers and Corridors

8.4. Institute full-cost pricing
8.7. See text box: A Holistic approach to Watersheds

8.10. Continue lead pipe replacement with the goal of making Evanston’s water infrastructure lead-free
by 2045.

10. close the digital divide to achieve 100% broadband availability by 2045.

11.8. transition to a high pressure efficient gas system to improve reliability, reduce leaks, and improve
system monitoring as an interim step towards phasing out natural gas use.

11.8. interim step towards phasing out natural gas use.

11.13. Prioritize growth in areas with adequate electrical capacity to accommodate building
electrification and vehicle electrification.

Where will there be infill? List and map.
Identify Centers and Corridors, list and map.

What is the pricing system now?
Where is it?

Why not make the goal much sooner?

Why not much sooner? Why not now?

What is this system?

Do people really want to phase out natural gas
completely?



Chapter 3: Transportation

This chapter puts forth a well-meaning vision to increase the safety, access and utility of public transit and forms of transit other than automobiles. It does not
address the reality of Evanston’s residents’ desire and need to own and use automobiles. It seems to assume that if the city removes enough automobile parking it
will coerce Evanston’s residents to give up car ownership, while it may just make residents’ life more difficult.
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Plan text

Intro: In 2022, greenhouse gas emissions from vehicle miles traveled accounted for 22% of
total emissions in Evanston.

Intro: Investments in public and active transportation options can reduce reliance on cars,
lower vehicle miles traveled, and decrease greenhouse gas emissions from motor vehicles

13: infill development on surface parking lots
14: data-driven parking management solutions

The CTA Yellow line does not have a stop within Evanston itself.

5.3% of Evanston’s workers aged 16 or older commute by transit

Although ridership on all transit systems has not yet returned to pre-COVID-19 levels, the
Regional Transportation Authority (RTA) reported in June 2024 that ridership is steadily
recovering.

sidewalk network is extensive and well-maintained.

The U.S. EPA’s National Walkability Index rates Evanston neighborhoods as either “Most
Walkable” or “Above Average,”

Bicycling: entire section

many transit stops and retail areas offer bike racks, and the City also provides secured,
covered bike parking in two municipal garages.

Evanston’s bike share program includes 14 docking stations and 140 bikes.
Driving is the most common mode of commuting for Evanston residents.

Most Evanston households own at least one vehicle. According to the 2018-2022 American

Community Survey 5-year estimates, around 16% of households do not own a vehicle, while

34.5% own at least two cars.
Evanston also has more than 300 unpaved alleys: entire paragraph

Chart: Journey to work

PARKING. Evanston owns and operates three parking garages and 37 surface lots
throughout the city.

most residential streets offer on-street parking, both with and without permit requirements.

TRUCK AND DELIVERY SERVICES

COMPLETE AND GREEN STREETS

Green Streets strategies include permeable paving, vegetated swales, and stormwater
planters, which can be incorporated into the public right-of-way.

The City’s adoption of the Complete and Green Streets policy in 2014 encourages a shift
toward active transportation and infrastructure that supports these goals,

the 2017 update introduced an implementation framework offering flexibility and metrics for
planning, design, and construction of public right-of-way projects.

This framework also provides guidelines for exceptions where the policy may not apply.

The accompanying Livability Checklist serves as an evaluation tool

Citizen comments and questions

Data? What is the source? How does it compare to
neighbor cities?

Where will investments come from? What if CTA,
Metra cut Evanston service?

Which parking lots? Where do cars park?
What are those? Explain

Where is the plan to get Yellow Line stops in
southwest Evanston?

Data source?

What is the data for Evanston specifically?

Well maintained by what standard? Compared to
what? This statement is contradicted elsewhere in
this chapter.

Where? Map

Is Evanston evaluating arterial bike paths vs
residential streets? Chicago has, has Evanston
consulted them? How much do paths cost? Where
will the money come from?

Where? Add to map

Where? Map.
Let’s see detailed data.

Let’s see the data details. What are the total number
of cars owned by Evanston residents?

What is the plan for paving the alleys?

Evanstonians drive to work 3 to 1 over walking or
using transit. Adequate parking in residential
neighborhoods is essential unless massive changes in
mass transit opportunities occur.

Where are they? Capacities? List all

Where? Map where parking is open, by permit and
not allowed.

How do delivery services (DoorDash, Amazon, Uber,
Lyft, GRUBHUB, Instacart, Fedex, UPS) and residents
reliance upon them affect traffic, arteries, side streets,
emergency access, wear and tear? Do associated
sales taxes cover impact on roads?

Define and provide examples of what these are

Where would these be? How are they incorporated?
Cost? Impact on bikes, etc? Why not improve all
alleys to use permanently permeable paving, not just
crumbling asphalt?

What have the results of ten years of Complete and
Green Streets policy? Attach text of 2014 policy.

Attach text of update. What was the result?

Attach text. What exceptions have been allowed to
date.

Where is the checklist? How has it been used to
date?
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Map

PARKING MAP

TRANSIT. Entire page

Transit Network Connectivity: connectivity in the western part of the city is limited.

Transit Service Limitations: Entire paragraph.
Transit Infrastructure Challenges: Entire paragraph.

WALKING: entire section

Some areas in Evanston have missing or inadequate sidewalks

In certain neighborhoods, sidewalks are either present only on one side of the street or are
narrow vehicle step-outs insufficient for pedestrian or wheelchair use (Figure 16)

Biking on sidewalks is permitted in some areas
the City has established a bike share program

Most community members have not received formal training in cycling safety or broader
traffic safety skills. Supporting educational opportunities as part of City policy

Evanston’s cycling network is incomplete, with many locations requiring cyclists to use busy
streets

several regional trails lack cohesive connections within Evanston,

Lakefront trails and paths are also non-contiguous, especially along the southern edge
where private property restricts continuity

The network of docking stations for shared active transportation is not well integrated with
public transit.

Crash Data 2022

Driving imposes significant economic and environmental costs on Evanston.... entire
paragraph

Evanston’s proportion of car commutes is lower than that of Cook County and the CMAP
region, car use remains a dominant travel mode for residents.

The City’s 2018 Climate Action and Resilience Plan emphasizes this need, recognizing
transportation as a key driver of climate change and setting a strategic goal to reduce
vehicle miles traveled.

PARKING: entire section

Parking lots cover approximately 5.5% of Evanston’s total land area,

Many of these lots remain vacant for much of the day, space that could potentially be
repurposed for housing or other community needs.

Consequences of Reducing Parking Fees: entire paragraph.

Financial sustainability: entire paragraph

COMPLETE AND GREEN STREETS
TRANSIT 1

T2.4 key bus stops (e.g., Dempster and Dodge) to create inviting community gathering
spaces

Amount of parking on the map is misleading. Parking
lots on the map include parking for private businesses
(Jewel, Trader Joe’s, Binny’s, Home Depot, Target,
Valli to name a few).

Comp Plan needs Transit sections addressing safety,
reliability, longevity, affordability and accessibility.

Where is the plan to address this? How do we get
CTA to create a Yellow Line stop or two in SW
Evanston?

Where are the plans to address all these?
Where are the plans to address these?

How will increased density improve walkability and
safety? For example, Chicago Avenue from Dempster
to Main is barely walkable now and bike path will
make it worse for pedestrians.

What areas? What is the plan to fix this? Earlier in
the document Evanston’s sidewalks were called out
as a strength. They are actually deficient. How do
they compare to neighboring communiities Niles,
Skokie, Wilmette?

What neighborhoods? Where is Figure 167?

Where? Map
What is the bike share program? Details.

What'’s the plan to address this?

Where? Map the gaps in the cycling network.

Where? Map the regional trails.

Where? Map

Map of current docking stations?

What are statistics over the last ten years? Worse or
better over time? What has been done to improve?

Where are Evanston-specific data with sources?

Specific data on modes of commute in Evanston?

What is the effect of car traffic from northern suburbs
or Chicago residents driving through Evanston, or to
and from Northwestern Univ? How to mitigate

Where are statistics and sources? What is business’s
view on current parking conditions? Surveys? What
are best practices for parking included in new
developments?

Data source? How many are public, how many private
(shopping centers, store lots, etc)?

Used for housing during the day? Where will the cars
go at night?

Pure conjecture with no data or analysis to support it.
What do surrounding towns do? What has worked
other places to help businesses, reduce congestion?
What are the goals of parking policies?

Pure conjecture with no data or analysis to support it.
What if business thrives and sales tax increase to
cover lost parking fees? What happens in neighbor
towns?

What are these policies?
Encourage CTA to add Yellow Line stops in Evanston?

What about bus hub downtown at Davis CTA stop;?
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T15.1 Implement recommendations from the 2024 Putting Assets to Work report.

T16.1 Pilot automated parking garages to increase parking capacity within a smaller
footprint.

T17.1 Review recommendations from the 2022 parking study conducted by WG

T18.1 Collaborate with industrial and commercial businesses to coordinate delivery times

What is this report? What does it say?

What are automated parking garages? Examples?
Vendors? Cost?

What is this study? What were the results?

How will this be done? Who will oversee and enforce?



CHAPTER 4: PARKS AND OPEN SPACE

This chapter appears to pretend that the city has ample parks and open space that are in much better condition than they probably are. Parks and open space, such
an important part of the lives of the residents, both young and old, deserve much more detail and scrutiny in this document than they are getting here.
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Plan text

INTRODUCTION: assess how effectively parks are meeting the needs of user populations

EXISTING CONDITIONS: entire section

EXISTING CONDITIONS: Evanston is rich in parks, with 89 in total of various sizes and with
diverse amenities.
EXISTING CONDITIONS: First paragraph re: acreage

Responses to the Parks and Green Spaces Community Survey, conducted in 2023 by ETC
Institute, substantiate this, with 98% of the 469 residents who participated...

29% of those who visited a park rated the overall condition as excellent and 56% as good.

The extensive network of public spaces in Evanston (Fig 34)

but the investment in maintenance has been insufficient to provide the level of experience
that people using parks expect.

KEY CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES

KEY CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES

POLICIES AND ACTIONS

PO 3.1: Develop outdoor education programs in partnership with schools

Citizen comments and questions

Assessment should include all residents and a critical
assessment and benchmark comparison to other
surrounding towns. Where is discussion of
community gardens?

This section should be much more complete with
accurate maps of all open spaces by type, usage
estimates, general conditions and possible upgrades.

List the parks, with acreages. Map?

Total is 358 acres. Is this sufficient, better/worse than
neighboring towns?

Where is this study What were the entirety of result?
This is a very low number of participants for a city of
70,000.

Therefore, 25% rated overall condition “Less than
good”. Is that acceptable? What are the standards?
Which parks are in what condition?

Where is Fig 347

What has been spent on maintenance? What should
it be? Where should the money come from?

Entire chapter has little mention of indoor facilities
and access thereto.

Our beaches are the jewels and are optically terrible
and poorly maintained.

Why does the city not envision Northwestern Univ
commitment to parks and park’s trees? Why isn’t NU
held accountable for keeping lake access open to
public?

With Northwestern too?



CHAPTER 5: ENVIRONMENT

This chapter presents many noncontroversial policies. Data details and sources leading to the policy recommendations are lacking. It ignores the potential impacts of
the city-wide development called for in the rest of the Comprehensive Plan.

Page  Text Plan text Citizen comments and questions
column

65 1 EXISTING CONDITIONS: The Environmental Protection Agency’s Environmental Justice Let’s see the data.
Screen contains data pertaining to Evanston’s environmental health and air quality. It shows
that Evanston has elevated levels beyond national averages of particulate matter, ozone,
nitrous dioxide, and diesel particulate matter.

65 1 the lake shore and the areas along the North Shore Channel are potentially vulnerable to How vulnerable? Where? Where is the lake level
flooding events. The lake shore is particularly susceptible to changing water levels in data?
Lake Michigan,

66 1  According to LiDAR data analyzed by the Chicago Region Trees Initiative, Evanston’s tree Can we see the data and the analysis?
canopy cover is estimated at 38%,

66 1 tree canopy cover is not uniform throughout the city. Some areas of eastern and northern What are the details? Map tree coverage. Where
Evanston have canopy coverage above 44%, while some areas in western and should trees be planted? How does shade from tall
southwestern Evanston are below 20%. buildings affect tree canopy?

66 1 | As the city’s mature trees reach the end of their natural life, there are fewer mid-sized canopy  Is there an inventory of trees by species, age and
trees to take their place. location?

67 1 | Climate changes in other parts of the country are projected to result in people migrating to Who projected this? Source? Data supporting this
the Great Lakes region, requiring land use strategies that can accommodate an unknown assertion?

number of climate migrants.

68 2 ENV 3.4 Support efforts to improve the tree canopy cover on private property in areas where = How will this be done?
it is limited, including in the western parts of the city.

68 1 ENV 7.1 Encourage green infrastructure techniques What are they? Sources of info? Costs?
68 1 ENV 7.2 investing in modern stormwater drainage systems What are they? Sources of info? Costs?
68 2 | ENV 8.5. Attract more circular businesses like package free shops and thrift stores. How?



CHAPTER 6: ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

This chapter considers a critical subject. Many statements lack data presented to support them. Assumptions and conclusions appear meant to support the push to
development.

Page ~ Text Plan text Citizen comments and questions
column

73 1 EMPLOYMENT: As of March 2023, there were approximately 2,500 establishments, which Where did this data come from? Details? What kind of
collectively provide around 40,000 jobs in Evanston. Of these jobs, only about 12% of establishments and jobs? Which workers live here
workers also live in the City while the rest commute into Evanston from neighboring cities. and which commute?

73 1 the unemployed population is largely concentrated in the western and southern Data sources?
neighborhoods

74 2 | The City has since prioritized the rejuvenation of its retail sector through an action plan What is this Action Plan? What have the results been?
called Evanston Thrives Retail District Action Plan. How long has the plan been in effect?

74 2 OCCUPATIONS AND WAGES : entire section Where did these statements come from? Data?

Sources?

75 Unemployment map What is the source of the data?

76 1  Itis important for the City to ensure there will be enough jobs for its people and that there Ensure? Really? How?
will be enough people equipped with the right skills for the jobs our society needs

76 1 | Evanston is trending towards a future with fewer younger people and more older people. Won’t older people die off so younger people can
This poses a risk to local economic development as older people are less likely to participate move into their homes? Much of the local workforce
in the labor force, and there are insufficient younger people to replenish the workforce. commutes here now. Won’t that continue regardless

of how many old people live in Evanston?

76 1 | Anincreasing age dependency ratio could indicate that the working population might have Highly speculative. Where is the data to support this?
to shoulder a greater tax burden in order to support the dependent population, thereby Old people pay taxes too. Property taxes care only a
increasing their cost of living in the city. little about age. Affluent elderly are not dependent on

the working-age population. The school-age
dependent population is declining, therefore is less
dependent on working-age population.

77 Both charts What is the source of the data?

78 1 EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT: entire section What is the data source of all the statements?

78 2 NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY: Evanston can work toward greater retention of Evanston can also make it easier to commute into the
undergraduates in the city by providing good infrastructure and maintaining an affordable City to work, regardless of cost of living here.

cost of living, in addition to connecting workforce opportunities to students’ expertise

79 1 Expanding Evanston’s tax base and diversifying Evanston’s housing supply can bolster the How? What are other sources of tax revenue? How
City’s ability to provide exceptional services without overburdening property owners or does housing diversity generate tax revenue?
generating displacement.

79 2 | Evanston can capitalize on state resources to grow sectors which already exist in the City. Which sectors already exist here? What companies?
For example, clean energy, life sciences, quantum computing, and Al sectors could benefit Data? Who in city government would work on this
from the engineering programs as well as first class research at Northwestern University. and how?

79 2  In Evanston, however, market research suggests that e-commerce may not have had as What market research? Why are so many store fronts
much of an impact as anticipated. shut then?

79 2  ltis critical for Evanston to strategize and revitalize its retail scene, so that the city remains How?
attractive to existing and future workers that will contribute to the local economy.

80 1 ECON 1.2 Support entrepreneurship initiatives for communities of color. How?

80 1 ECON 1.3 Remove barriers to entry, using demographic data to understand workforce What does all that mean?

composition, identify gaps, and shape organizational strategy

80 1 ECON 2.1 Develop incentives and create zoning regulations to encourage child care What incentives? What regulations?
providers to locate throughout the City.

80 1 ECON 2.2 Encourage large buildings in strategic employment nodes to dedicate space What nodes? Encourage how?
within their buildings to house infant care and childcare services

80 2 4. Continue to create and preserve attractive public spaces and vibrant retail streets which | This is directly contradicted by some of the proposed
contribute to Evanston’s unique identity. rezoning.

80 2 ECON 5.1: Provide incentives to draw innovative and emerging businesses into the city. What incentives? Costs?

80 2 ECON 5.2 Collaborate with hospitals to create health oriented districts (HOD). Where? What hospitals? What will the zoning rules

be? Do any hospitals want this?

80 2 ECON 5.3 Collaborate with school districts and the university to develop and refine How?
academic programs and degrees that support clean energy technology and life sciences
industry needs.

80 2 ECON 5.6 Convert vacant office spaces downtown into tech incubator spaces and How? Who is going to do this? Why not convert into
accelerators for businesses in these sectors. child care, studios for artists, homeless shelter,
affordable housing, thrift store, theater space,
carpentry shop, book store, etc?

10



81

81

ECON 6.2 Consider new incentives and programs with private-sector partners that support
entrepreneurial activity, including a venture fund that facilitates new restaurant and small
business start-ups

ECON 6.3 Continue to support and grow programs that assist legacy businesses.

11

What new incentives? Where does the venture fund
money come from? Who will manage it?

What programs? What legacy businesses?



CHAPTER 7: HOUSING

Nowhere does the plan attempt to set a goal of the “right amount”of housing and density. Evanston is land-locked. We are already as dense as Chicago (residents
per square mile). We cannot grow to unlimited density. We should ask: at what point does density make Evanston unlivable- or at least undesirable. The supply and
demand formula works the other way: we can increase affordability by reducing demand - by reducing desirability.

Proposals in this chapter are in direct conflict with other goals stated in the Comprehensive Plan: Page 9: We strive to actively preserve our natural environment

for the benefit of current and future generations by: Fostering adaptive use and rehabilitation, repair, salvage and reuse of high-quality building materials, and
deconstruction rather than demolition. Yet the Housing proposals incentivize tear-downs and new construction.

This chapter advocates for more development city-wide without considering any standards to safeguard the livability, character or desirability Evanstonians love and
enjoy.

Page ~ Text Plan text Citizen comments and questions
column

84 INTRODUCTION: The absence of high-quality, safe, and attainable housing .... What data supports there is a housing shortage?
How many units have been added in the last two
decades? What is the vacancy rate? How does it
compare to other neighboring towns?

84 POLICY STATEMENT 1: Increase housing supply and housing choice What data supports a statement that Evanston lacks
diversity of housing? Define housing choice? What
housing choices do residents actually want? Data?

Surveys?
90 Soaring Housing Costs: Housing construction is not keeping pace with demand, which Where is data that supports that conclusion? Might it
pushes up housing costs. not not just be that Evanston is a desirable place to

live? Are housing costs up everywhere equally in the
city? Are all types of housing up equally? Have
Evanston housing prices increased faster than
neighboring towns?

90 As high housing costs are driven by a shortage of available homes, increasing the housing Unproven theory. There is ample data showing that
supply through new developments, higher-density zoning, and repurposing underutilized simply increasing the supply of market rate residential
spaces can provide both renters and buyers more options. More housing benefits units does not increase the supply of affordable
households at all income levels, from low to high. housing. See quote from Journal of the Urban

Institute:: “We find that land-use reforms that reduce
restrictions to increase allowed density lead to a 0.8%
increase in housing supply, on average, in the cities
we study. However, we find no statistically significant
evidence that these reforms lead to an increase in
affordable rental units within three to nine years of
reform passage. We do find that such reforms are
associated with an increase in units affordable for
above-middle-income household, and that effects on
units affordable to those with extremely low incomes
and very low incomes are positive but with large
standard errors, likely because of the small number of
units affordable at these levels baseline. Therefore, we
do not have enough data to conclude that the
impacts are significant.”

a0 increasing the housing supply through new developments, higher-density zoning, and Might increasing the market-rate housing supply
repurposing underutilized spaces can provide both renters and buyers more options. simply attract people to move here and fuel the
population growth this plan warns of?

90 Combat Displacement. How? Who will fund incentives? How will city stop
cultural displacement, closing of churches,
restaurants? What mechanism?

91 The lllinois Affordable Housing Planning and Appeal Act requires non-exempt municipalities | What does this mean for Evanston? How does
with the most acute shortage of affordable housing, defined as having less than ten percent = Evanston stand on housing affordability? Is Evanston
of total housing stock affordable to homebuyers at 80% and renters at 60% of the regional exempt or non-exempt? What are the exemption
median household income, respectively, to develop a housing plan to meet that criteria?
requirement.

91 Collaboration with local and regional organizations, anchor institutions, philanthropic What collaborations, partnerships? What
organizations, and financial institutions will allow Evanston to address housing attainability... | organizations and institutions? How will housing
entire section. attainability be improved? What funding streams?

92 1 1. Implement a comprehensive housing strategy If this has not been done, how can a policy of

increasing housing supply and housing choices be
justified?
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1 H2.1 Allow housing types such as townhomes, small flats, and cottage clusters by right in all ' Incentivizing tear-downs and new construction does
neighborhoods, not prioritize sustainability. Are all neighborhoods

happy to have existing homes demolished for
construction of these types of residences? What if
the neighborhood character is irrevocably changed?
What about conflicts with preservation, not just in
historic districts but city-wide? Who in the city wants
their neighbor’s house torn down and replaced with a
fourplex next door? What impact will this have on
displacement, affordability?

1 | H 2.2 Reduce minimum lot and dwelling sizes, and remove parking minimums to allow more | Where are the cars going to park then? Will buyers of

housing units and reduce development costs these new units be forbidden from owning cars?
1  H 2.6 Institute a fast-track entitlement process for developments that significantly exceed Will fast-track entitlement process overwhelm the
the percentage of inclusionary units required by the Inclusionary Housing Ordinance. rights of neighbors to have a say and protect the

character of their neighborhoods?

1 H 2.8 Explore developing pre-approved design plans for ADUs, duplexes, triplexes, cottages = How will this not be a one-size-fits-all, cookie cutter
and other neighborhood-scale housing to expedite approval processes and reduce approach? If there are to be tear-downs and rebuilds
development costs of fourplexes in R1 zones there should be rigorous

design standards so the new construction does
nothing to detract from the character of the
neighborhood, but enhances the streetscape, beauty,
architecture of the neighborhood.

2 H 2.10 Redevelop underutilized City properties to expand the supply of housing affordable Shouldn’t this be the first step in creating affordable
to low- and moderate- income households, housing? How many city properties are available?
Where are they? How many units of housing could be
created? Why isn’t this happening now?

2 H4.1 Develop and finetune an anti-displacement strategy to address the changing How? What is anti-displacement strategy?
development landscape in Evanston.
1 H 5.1 Adopt and enforce zero emissions building codes This will increase red tape called out to be reduced in
H2.5.
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CHAPTER 8: PLACEMAKING, ARTS AND CULTURE

This chapter needs much more background, details and result so far of Evanston Thrives Retail District Action Plan.

Page

98

99

102

102

Text
column

1

Plan text

PLACEMAKING: The City has since prioritized the rejuvenation of its retail sector through an

action plan called Evanston Thrives Retail District Action Plan.

Map: Existing Amenities

POLICIES AND ACTIONS: entire section

PAC1.3 Explore and develop incentives for private developments to include accessible

public spaces.

14

Citizen comments and questions

How long has this plan been effect? What actions
have been taken? What have the results been on
placemaking? Details? Data? How much has been
spent? What'’s the budget for future projects? What
projects are in the works?

Legend does not correspond with map. Libraries are
incorrect. Where are the private schools? Where are
police and fire stations?

What should Northwestern be contributing to Arts and
placemaking? What can be done to improve and
expand Farmer’s Markets in Evanston?

Private developments are to include public spaces?
How?



CHAPTER 9: PRESERVATION

This chapter requires much more details, data, maps and lists of locations to facilitate execution of preservation policies. These details are particularly necessary
given the emphasis on development that runs throughout the rest of the Comprehensive Plan and is likely to directly conflict with the preservation of the character of
Evanston the citizens love .

Page
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Plan text

POLICY STATEMENT 5: Promote inclusive economic development in historic areas.

POLICY STATEMENT 6: Establish, maintain, and leverage a range of incentives and
programs to address neighborhood rehabilitation and stabilization needs.

POLICY STATEMENT 7: Include residents, educational institutions, and other partners in
preservation efforts.

NE Evanston Historic District: The Northern half of the District, north of Lincoln Street is not
overlaid with a local historic district — leaving these significant resources vulnerable to
development pressure, including demolition and improper alterations.

Oakton Historic District: the Oakton District is also vulnerable to increased development
pressures, including demolition and improper additions and alterations due to the area not
being overlaid as a local historic district.

Northwest Evanston Historic District (eligible)

Suburban Apartment Buildings: Refers to 48 buildings dating from 1890 to the 1920s that
exemplify the suburban apartment building styles popular in Evanston during the
unprecedented building boom of the 1910s and 20s.

LANDMARKS:

dozens more have been identified by the State Historic Preservation Office as eligible.

The Preservation Commission maintains a list of over 60 properties eligible for local
designation based on surveys conducted in Evanston’s downtown and Chicago Avenue
corridor that have been identified as eligible and are not within an existing historic district.

By engaging historically excluded communities in preservation, etc

P1.1 Remove barriers and streamline the permit review process for adaptive use of historic
properties

P 1.2 Provide technical and financial assistance for owners of historic properties, including
support for decarbonization retrofits.

P1.3 Promote preservation-based economic development strategies
P1.3 Promote preservation-based economic development strategies in the C

P1.5 Support the adaptive use of significant institutional structures, such as schools and
buildings of assembly,

P 2.1 Implement the survey and documentation recommendations of Preserve 2040.

P 3.1 Support National Register nominations for Evanston’s historic income-producing
resources

P 3.3 Establish technical assistance and incentives for building deconstruction and materials
reuse over demolition.

P 3.4 Improve procedures for designating commercial landmarks that identify where change
should be minimized and highlight where flexibility is appropriate.

P 4.1 Allow for landmark designations based on cultural and social significance and provide
additional flexibility in design review.

P 4.2 Collaborate with local community organizations to support the collection of oral
histories and personal narratives from residents of color and underrepresented population
groups and identities to inform future designations.

P 4.3 Require appropriate names for new developments and streets

P 4.4 Support creation and designation of a cultural historic district that celebrates residents
of color

P 5.1 Strengthen programs that recognize and support businesses owned by historically
marginalized communities, offering financial aid, marketing support, and partnerships to
prevent displacement.

15

Citizen comments and questions

Define inclusive economic development. Economic
development in historic residential districts? What
historic areas? Map.

What incentives and programs? The Housing chapter
incentivizes tear-downs and new construction.

How?

What is the plan to address this? Why hasn’t it been
done already?

What is the plan to address this? Why hasn'’t it been
done already?

Add to map. What are the plans for establishing this
historic district? Why hasn’t it been done already?

Sounds lovely. Map them. What is the plan for
preservation? Why hasn’t it happened already?

Map them all.

Is there a plan for getting them listed in the National
Register?

Is there a plan for completing designation of these
properties?
Engage how?

What barriers?

How?

What are those?
Which ones?

Which ones are available? Map.

What are those? Attach it here. Does it conflict with
EE20457?

What are they? List and map.

What incentives? Who will provide assistance?

What are the procedures now? How will procedures
be improved? What do other communities with
historic buildings do it?

How flexible? Why?

Which organizations?

What new streets? Is there any place to put new
streets?

Where? Map.

What programs? What financial aid, marketing and
partnerships? How?
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113
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2 P 5.2 Use asset mapping to identify culturally significant businesses and areas vulnerable to
development and market pressures and ensure they receive targeted support to maintain
their presence.

1 | P 6.1 Create funding programs or partnerships to support community-led projects aimed at
revitalizing and preserving landmark buildings and resources associated with historically
underrepresented and marginalized neighborhoods in Evanston.

1 | P 6.2 Protect naturally occurring affordable housing and prevent displacement through the
creation of conservation districts.

P 6.3 Promote heritage tourism to expand knowledge of cultural history

P 6.1 Collaborate with community partners in advancing preservation efforts and decision
making.

P 6.4 Ensure that the City of Evanston leads by example and follows preservation best
practices in municipal decision making and capital improvements.

P 6.6 Increase consultation with Tribal Historic Preservation Officers, whose ancestral
homeland includes Evanston, to ensure potential archaeological resources are treated with
the sensitivity and respect they deserve.
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What is asset mapping? What targeted support and
how will it be done?

How? Is there an inventory of landmark buildings?
List and map.

Inventory existing? How and where to create
conservation districts? Map.

How?

How? What partners? Will the city do a better job
than it is on EE20457?

What are preservation best practices? Details.

How are archeological resources to be treated?
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ENVISION EVANSTON

FUTURE LAND USE STRATEGY .

FACILITATING FUTURE
DEVELOPMENT

Evanston must deploy bold action to achieve the goals of
Envision Evanston 2045. The land constraints cause tension
with important issues like increasing housing diversity and
prioritizing climate mitigation and resilience. Resolving this
tension might entail choosing one option over the other, but
Evanston recognizes that it is not a zero-sum game. ltis
possible to reconcile these seemingly divergent objectives, and
Envision Evanston 2045 provides a framework that can evalve
and adapt as new trends emerge.

CENTERS AND CORRIDORS
FRAMEWORK

This plan outlines a land use strategy that focuses
development in mixed-use centers and corridors. It also
uses historic preservation as a land use tool to maintain
architectural diversity and celebrate cultural heritage. A city-
.éam,, analysis 1o locate community resources and land with_

mmkms.mBma.ubam:m;_.émm done to support the identification
of centers and corridors

Chp  WE SEE i

Wagee APE THE CENTERS
aNg  copplTops .

LAND USE AND
TRANSPORTATION PLANNING

Coordinated land use and transpertation plarning is required
to implement the Centers and Corridors Framework because
each can have a significant impact on the other. For instance,
creating higher density centers is not sustainable if a robust
transportation network is not in place. Mobility strategies are
effective when they connect people to places relevant to their
needs and lifestyles, which is largely influenced by land use.

The Future Land Use Map (Figure 01) is an important policy
tool that the City will use to guide development decisions
over the next 20 years. Fulure changes to requlations such as
zoning and development standards will be informed by this
map

POLICIES

Beyond land use and mobility, there are additional policies
that work together to bring the vision of this plan to reality
These policies support the overarching goals of the plan

by addressing important quality of life factors, such as
community health, economic development, environmental
sustainability, housing, preservation, placemaking, arts, and
culture
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ENVISION EVANSTON

PLANNING CONTEXT

FOUNDING AND EARLY
DEVELOPMENT

The founding of Evanston began when settlers from the East
Coast arrived in the mid-19th century. The city's development
was significantly influenced by the establishment of
Northwestern University in 1851 when a group of Methodist
business leaders and educators from Chicago sought to create
an institution of higher learning in the Northwest Territory.
John Evans, one of the founders of the university, submitted
plans for a city to the county judge and their wishes to rename
it Evanston in 1857.

The arrival of the Chicago and North Western Railway spurred
Evanston's growth. The amenities in the city made it an
attractive location for those looking to escape the hustle and
bustle of Chicago. The City was officially incorporated in 1863,
and by the late 19th century Evanston developed a reputation
as a cultural and educational hub. Following the Civil War,
Evanston saw a major economic and population boom. The
population quadrupled between 1860 and 1870. Between

the Chicago Fire of 1871 and the 1890s, Evanston would see
large estates, many covering entire blocks, constructed in
today’s Lakeshore and Ridge Historic Districts. By the early
1890s, Evanston added telephone service, free mail delivery,
and a second newspaper to its list of civic accomplishments
This period also witnessed the formation of many social,
philanthropic, and cultural organizations. The Woman's Club,
formed in 1899, is still active today. Evanston continued to
develop independent of Chicago through the 15th century,
annexing the former villages of north and south Evanston,
valuable unincorporated land in northwest Evanston, and
industrial opportunity in west Evanston - transforming from a
town to an independent City

“WE HAVE 10 ATrPAcT (7

DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE AND
PROJECTED POPULATION
GROWTH

POPULATION GROWTH AND
PROJECTIONS

Stnce the early 2000s, the Chicago Metropolitan Area has
experienced slower growth and periods of population

decline. While Evanstan's population grew steadily in the
early 2000s, it declined in the wake of the Great Recession in
2008, consistent with regional trends, Evanston's population
continued to decline until the early 2020s when it began to
recover (Fig 02). In 2023, about 77,800 residents lived in
Evanston, which is nearly 5% more than the population in
2000. This growth 1s higher than that of Cook County and the
State of lllinois in the same time period Based on CMAP's
data, Cook County has experienced an average annual growth
rate of 0.05% from 2010 to 2023, with a projected population
of approximately 5,285,730 by 2045, Evanston, however, has
seen a shghtly higher growth rate of 0. 35% annually, with a
projected population of about 84,375 by 2045, ,21“%

As an estabhshed employment center with potential for infill
development, Evanston is well positioned Tor Tuture growth,
vanston's transit stations provide a unique opportunity

to accommodate denser residential development, helping

to meet the community's housing needs while increasing
efficiencies in the regional transportation system. Property .ﬂl
values and housing costs In_Evagston are higher than the
surrounding region, substantiating robust demand for the
gm."%m:oa access, green space, diversity,
walkability, architecture, and public transpartation continue to
make it a desirable location for residents.

Accommodating this projected population growth will
require proactive efforts by the City lo create a conducjye

evelopment environment and maintain a high quality
of life for ite racidente In nacticilar tha Mt emiet fnna




AGE

Evanston has a large youth and young adult popuiation and
residents aged 15-64 comprise 67% of the city's population.
Evanston's median age increased from 34.4in 2012 t0 37.6
in 2022, which is attributed to the growing proportion of
residents aged 65 and ahove (increasing from about 12%

in 2010 to 17% in 2022). Evanston's median age is shghtly
higher than Chicago (35.3) and Cook County (37 5) but lower
than both Skokie (43.0) and Wilmette (45.7). Northwestern
University students lower Evanston's median age, which
otherwise is trending older. This poses a risk to Evanston's
economic growth if older people retire and there are
insufficient young people to replenish the workforce.

Population data indicates that relatively few families with
young children call Evanston kome. The local school district
projects that 1otal school erroliment will decrease more than
seven percent frem 2023 10 2029. The largest decline will
occur in younger grades due to fewer families with young
children calling Evanston home. This trend could be attributed

s et

to rising housing costs in Evanston. The City should remave

=Pt

“Barriers to housing production and.affordability.to.address

|

emm_momammrm::@nm public spaces, and attract famiies.and
younger populations

RACE AND ETHNICITY

Evanston's racial composition changed significantly during
the Great Migration, a period in the early 20th century when
millions of Black people moved frem the rural South to the
urban North in search of better economic opportunities and to
escape Jim Crow laws. Evanston was a destination for many
Black families seeking a new life.

Before the Great Migration, Evanston was already home to a
well-established Black community. As the number of Black
residents grew, they were forced (o live in less desirable areas
by discriminatory housing policies and lending practices such
as redlining. As a result of systemic racist policies at all levels

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

of government, Evanston’s Black residents $ere segregated
from the overall community. Despite facing racial segregation
and discrimination, the Black community established their
own institutions including churches, schools, and social
organizations, contributing to Evanston's rich cultural mosaic.

Today, more than half of Evanston’s population is White ard
the percentage of Black, Asian, and Mixed-Race commumity
members 1s higher than state and national averages but lower
than Cook County. Evanston neighborhoods exhibit greater
differences in racial composition than the city as a whole In
northwest Evanston, more than 80% of residents are White,
while in west Evanston, that number drops to just 11%.

Black-White segregation 1s mosl prorminent, whereas Asian
and Latino populations tend to be more integrated. A larger
percent of Latino community members reside in southwest
Evanston than other portions of the City Black residents are
much more likely to call southwest or west Evanston home.
The City will need to reevaluate and pricritize equitable
mvestment in services, public spaces, and infrastructure in
areas that have lacked public and private investment

HOUSEHOLD SIZE

The number of households in Evanston grew from around
28,500 in 2012 to just under 31,000 in 2022, While household
counts have increased, Evanston’s average household size
decreased from 2.36 people in 2012 t0 2.27 in 2022, less

than the average size in Cook County (2.49) and the City of
Chicago (2.36). Households over the age of 65 make up 30%
of the total households, higher than Chicago (24.7%) and Cook
County (28.5%) and indicating a larger proportion of retired
empty nesters,

Ths 15 A sTpTEWivE
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chmate change, it is expected that winter temperatures will
HOUSEHOLD INCOMES continue to rise, affecling cultivated plant hardiness, native
Evanston's median household income is $97,144, higher than species health, and invasive species proliferation.
that of Chicago (570,386) and Cook County (876,632) and
indicates that Evanston is, on the whole, a relatively wealthy
community. However, the distribution of wealth in Evanston is
not equal Neighborhoods with predomiantly White residents
have higher median incomes than neighborhoods where Black
and Latino residents generally live

As other regions experience the effects of climate change tt
exacerbate events such as wildfires, Evanston may experien
diminished air quality. In the summer of 2023, Evanston clos
its beaches and modified summer camp activities for severe
days due to wildfire smoke that caused an unhealthy air qua
index

LIFE EXPECTANCY [ ARTS, CULTURE, AND ARCHITECTURE

Evanston residents have an average life expectancy of 82
years, more than three years longer than the US average. Life
expectancy varies greatly, up to 13 years, between and across
neighborhoods. The disparity i life expectancy illustrates a
common pattern of inequity as observed by income across

Evanston is known for its diverse architecture and arts and
culture scene. Historic resources and landmarks serve as a
testament 1o the City's rich history. From the grand Victorian
homes of the 19th century to innovative modernist designs
of the 20th century, the architectural landscape enables the

Evanston past and present to coexist. In 1917, when Daniel Burnham .
CLIMATE | and his colleagues developed the first Plan of Evanston, they

wrote, "For a full half century Evanston has had a character.
Evanston has demonstrated national leadership on climate People have thought of it &s a place distinct, somehow, from
aclion and resilience for nearly two decades. The first city the other suburbs of Chicago”

in lllinois to set a goal of achieving carbon neutrality by
2050, Evanston frequently leads the region on innovative
climate legislation and programming. Because of extensive

I This mindset continues io define the community. As Evanstc
m_ evolved, it maintained a distinct identity that sets it apart
community-led climate action planning, Evanston has . from other communities in the Chicago metro area. Evansto

developed hundreds of strategies to mitigate greenhouse gas e e e

TR h L T A T S R s mmm._lm , that welcomes researchers and students from across the
EALESLSLEL L SRUEETLC L globe and a daily inflow of workers Its cultural fabric, natura

over the next.29 years, NHAT Arc THEY ? beauty, and recreational amenities make it a desirable place
According to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric live.

Administration, Mlinois's average temperatures have already

risen 1.5 degrees Fahrenheit over the last century, and are

expected to rise between 7 and 12 degrees more by the O O 7\_ _S C Z _ ._.< _m Z O > O _m 7; _m Z ._.
end of the century. Temperatures in the 2000s have been

Igher than in any other historical period, with the exception \N process. The activities and events described in a separate

of the early 1930s Dust Bowl era. Annual precipitation has . :
been above average since 1990. Very heavy precipitation . $P_U__o Engagement Report (Appendix B) were designed to

: . . nd en | segmen li hiev
events have already risen 37% in our area and are expected HMMMMU_M m:wwmmwm Sqw:m: M:om ﬂum mucc_m _qom%wm”ﬁmz.w: mmx_ o
to increase in frequency. Increases in precipitation will 9 a g

;
most likely occur during the winter and spring. lllinois has process. We brought together stakeholders (current and
experienced a dramatic increase in the number of 2-inch future residents, developers, large and small property owners

extreme precipitation events, which can cause severe flooding. ccm_:mww owners, man_ov,.ma_ _@o,,mamamz m@ma_u_mm AL T
The intensity of future droughts is projected to increase even woﬂ.u ro oams_m.m:o:w _m@ﬂ oren oanommﬁ nal visitors) o
as precipitation increases. Water levels in the Great Lakes have acl :Mm i EIAELIEN A G el el oLl
fluctuated by 3 to 6 feet since the late 19th century . groung.

Engaging the community s a vital part of ths planning

To ensure that as many voices as possible were heard, the
project leam engaged with the community at multiple touch
points both in-person and online throughout the planning
process. More than 3,000 community members have helped 1
shane Frvisinn Fvansion 2045

According to the United States Department of Agriculture,
due to an overall 4 degree increase in temperatures since
2012, Evanston's Hardiness Zone, which assesses plant
hardiness based on average annual extreme minimum winter
temperatures, has changed from 5b to 6a, affecting which

plants will thrive during certain seasons. Due to the effects of axgﬁ\ QQ m S A\t _m
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DOWNTOWN CATEGORIES

Downtown: Evanston's downtown is a mix of buildings, from EVALUATING ZONI
low-rise historic ones 1o high-rise offices and apartment CONSISTENCY WII
towers. The downtown core is an urban area that takes
advantage of its great public transport and walkability. This
area can support more people living and working to help local
businesses thrive. It also provides amenities that attract
people from the regicnal draw and bring resources into the
community. There should be a lot of tall buildings in the central
downtown area, while the edges should transition o shorter

The Future Land Use Maj
contained in the Comprel
use recommended and o
intensities within each ce
not mean that the most i
use categories is autorna

buildings as they approach :mma,\ am_%a_m_ :m_m_:.co}ooum wmn_”%nmw M_MH”MHNM
EMPLOYMENT CATEGORIES o Bl e

development, Zoning pre,
Innovation and Creation: These areas consist of former QAB * of this plan’s vision, them
industrial areas that host a mix of retail and serfice streels, schools, parks, al
businesses-along with some lighter _=a:m~mm_mmmm ;,mem ctpfbrmance of a propos

me.m. catéqory attracls new types of businesses, like research, iﬁccgca include considerai

technology, and labs to effectively adapt old industrial Mspaces

* Is the proposal con:

and create local jobs. As these areas transition they will reduce ; .
——— contained within the

thie impact on nearby homes and lead to fewer environmental

e ST vy LR, £ ik ..-.Ou i
_mm:mm Wit .ﬁz s bm. 3)2#)A m,nﬂ + Does the proposal ¢

of the area?

omaucmmm” These areas contain various institutional
campuses, like universities, high schools, hospitals, sports + Will transportation i
facilities, and senior care centers. Land within this category available at City star

typically contains multipie buildings that provide an array of
programming and services. Campuses will evolve over time
as institutions change their goals and this land use category
provides flexibility to accommodate emerging trends relatedto  water resources, the Ci
institutions. Since these campuses mostly operate within their  and collaborate regionz
own boundaries, rules should allow flexibility to accommodate  costs significantly for u

the need for institutions to invest in aging buildings and and pricing is essential
develop to address their emerging programming trends Upgrades to both gray (
infrastructure will need
RESOURCE CATEGORIES rain and storms.
Open Space: This category includes open space that the Utility systems need lo
community values and uses frequently. This land is usually energy sources, aiming
owned by the City and is used for different recreational gas emissions and save
activities, including parks and community centers. Since these  from fossil fuels to rent
areas are meant for everyone, rules should keep these green approaches and careful
spaces intact and protect natural habitats while making them landscape. We must en
availabie for public use CEMETER \. 7 to support future growt

systems. Maintenance
align with the communi
keep costs down and
involving the public as i

Infrastructure policies and investments must consider
climate change and displacement implications. Infrastructure
planning needs 10 ensure that residents have reliable access
to utilities, support future development, and protect the
community from environmental risks and displacement
pressures. Policies related o waste, recycling, and compost CON Fl e
facilities must address past environmental injustices to avoid hxbﬁ 7
increasing exposure to hazards As climate change affects

DRAFT COP




ENVISION EVANSTON

POLICIES AND ACTIONS

The fist below summarizes policies and actions that prioritize
and implement a centers and corridors framework to ensure
the use of land and infrastructure improvements support the
shared goals of this plan

1. Direct development to centers and corridors to
ensure the efficient use of land and access to
transportation choices and amenities.

» LU 1.7 Update zoning regulations to increase the housing
supply and allow more people 1o live, work, and operate
businesses in centers and corndors

» LU 1.2 Require all development to be carbon neutral with
zero onsite greenhouse gas emissions while exploring
onsite renewable electricity generation 10 achieve zero
greenhouse gas emissions by 2050

* LU 1.3 Remove barriers to mixed-use development with
housing, commercial, and public spaces

» LU 1.4 Develop policies to attract, support, and retain
local businesses as development and redevelopment
occurs

» LU 1.5 Provide technical assistance to promote quality
design and site planning early in the development
processes

* LU1.6 Regularly review and update zoning regulations to
ensure they achieve the goals of this plan

2. Ensure development, infrastructure improvements
and zoning decisions implement the
Comprehensive Plan and Future Land Use Map.

+ LU 2.1 Update zoming regulations to align with the
Comprehensive Plan

* LU 2.2 Develop an implementation plan to prioritize the
policies and actions of this plan.

+ LU 2.3 Create a public dashboard to track implementation
of the Camprehensive Plan

- LU 2 4 Routinely review and update this plan to make sure
it achieves the goals and proactively addresses emerging
trends

Wugr 15 ITIfLING
CREATIVITY Now £

2

3. Evaluate develop
proposals to mea

« LU 3.1 Develop cri
emissions mitigatic
infrastructure and 1
envirenmental justi

+ LU 3.2 Update dev
data needed for the

* LU 3.3 Include eva
decision-making ar

4. Prioritize capital
and corridors.

= LU 4.1 Establish ¢t
projects based one

= LU 4.2 Developas
proactively invest ir

+ LU 4.3 Align capita
invesiment to lever:

5. Encourage the tra

buildings to supp
thriving entreprer
foster collaboratii
development thro
resources.

+ LU 5.1 Streamline ¢

stifle creativity and «
‘lf

*+ LU 5.2 Strengthen |
institutions, and cor

entrepreneurship go
WUbS 1 Evansion by

+ Establishing
goals with loc

+ Encouraging
events

* Attracting an
markets that ¢

+ Ensuring lanc
of research ar

+ LU 5.3 Explore the «
support the creation
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ENVISION EVANSTON

MOBILITY |

INTRODUCTION

This chapter analyzes Evanston's existing transportation infrastructure and mobility landscape. Historically, Evang &_
development has been closely tied tc transportation planning and investments. This section of the plan focuses RN
holistic, multimedal transportation system by expanding access 1o diverse transportation options These efforts a S«.m
in regional and statewide transportation pians, inciuding Connecting Cook County - 2040 Long Range Transportat !
llinois Department of Transportation's Long Range Transportation Plan. Additionally, this section supports local ig cih
as the Climate Action and Resiiience Plan (CARP), the Multi-Modal Transportation Plan, the ADA Transition Plan, a Q.L
and Green Strealg policy. S|

As climate change intensifies, reducing emissions from transportation: activities is essential. in 2022, greenhouse

from: vehicle miles traveled accounted for 22% of total emissions in Evanston. Investments in public and active trallsgifia
options can reduce reliance on cars, lower vehicle miles traveled, and decrease greenhouse gas emissions from motor vel

Coilaborate with and support regional transit partners to improve and

1 expand Evanstonss transit network coverage, service levels, and vehicle G#mu
decarbonization,

2 Invest in Evanston's transit infrastructure and programs ta ensure that transit is #o
a safe, accessible, affordabie, desirable, and convenient option. 1

3 Enhance the safety, accessibility, convenience, and usability of the existing %@
active transportation network for all ages and abilities. @

4 Invest in infrastructure and programs that ercourage walking for both 4@
transportation and recreation. )

=]

5 Develop infrastructure that encourages use of the bike lane netwark. Qan?

=]

6 Support and create programs that reduce financial and skill barriers, promote #..
safe road practices, and increase participation in active transportation &

| =

. , 1§ w1t 0w
7 Expand the shared active transportation fleet, inte *@&53 3 ;

networks for maximum effectiveness. Zwem ocncg..@b. . . .a._‘.m_..._____‘r
: . . m.mﬁ._ﬁ.._zo WihiNe —
8 Develop an educational and requlatory framework Y %mz 10 szcm
active transporialion experiences. éﬂ..i . =
S o BTRAS T of T
9 Support an increase in the share of electric vehicles t%h :,; @vw () wh. g
MMoL ComaL+STRE =
Tall | i n - o [
10 Implement policies and infrastructure improvement: ; :»R uxa:_..e A NN ﬂ

i

=t
S

City of Evanston and other fleets operating in the cit} ¥ m,ﬁﬁ__ Mﬂ“‘%
i ¥ AT ~



11 Encourage reductions in vehicle miles traveled (VMT) by Evanston residen

12 Promote safe driving practices through infrastructure and traffic cperation
improvements

13 Encourage infill development on surface parking lots

14 Support data-driven parking management solutions.

15 Revise the parking fee structure to balance affordability with transient par
goals

16 Apply besl practices in street design and construction to promote all forms
transportation

17 Manage truck and delivery vehicle use o support local businesses while
minimizing adverse impacts

18 Ensure seamiess transitions between travel modes and service providers t.
enhance the user experience,

EXISTING CONDITIONS

The following sections provide an overview of current transportation modes used for moving
highlighting existing challenges. From this analysis, six key themes have emerged: efficiency
placemaking, and carbon neutrality. These themes were emphasized by public engagement t
Suggested policies and actions are presented at the end of each section

Efficiency: Does the transportation system enable timely and reliable movement of people?

Equity: Are burdens and barriers for marginalized communities reduced or mitigated? Are op

Accessibility: Does the system remove barriers to mobility and create affordable, desirable t

Safety: Are people able to travel safely and comfortabiy?

Placemaking: Does transportation infrastructure foster community bonds and serve as a pla

Carbon neutrality: Is the transportation system fossil fuel-free and resource-efficient? What

DRAFT COPY



PAGE 38

ENVISION EVANSTON

TRANSIT

Evanston's transit network consists of both bus and rail
services, offering residents access to local and regional
destinatiens. The Chicago Transit Authority (CTA) and Pace
operate nine bus lines that cennect Evanston to the broader
metropolitan area. In 2023, Pace faunched the Pulse Dempsier
Line, an Arterial Rapid Transit (ART) bus route, which provides
direct service between Downtown Evanston and O'Hare
International Airport.

Commuter rail service in Evanston is provided by Metra's Union
Pacific North (UP-N) line, with passenger stations located at
Central Street, Davis Street, and Main Street. The CTA's reqgional
rail network, commonly known as the 'L, operates the Purple
Line through Evansten, with seven stops throughout the city,
offering convenient access to Chicago. The CTA Yellow Line
aiso runs along the city's southern edge between Chicago and
Skokie, though it does not have a stop within Evanston itself.

In terms of transit usage, 15.3% of Evanston's workers aged
16 or older commute by transit—a figure 1% higher than the
average for Cook County and over twice that of illinois overall
(7%).

Although ridership on all transit systems has not yet returned
to pre-COVID-19 levels, the Regional Transportation Authority
(RTA) reported in June 2024 that ridership is steadily
recovering. May 2024 saw the highest ridership levels for CTA,
Metra, and Pace since 2019, totaling over 32 millicn rides {64%
of pre-COVID-19 ridership levels),

Source: City of Evanston
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WALKING

Evanston's street network largely follo
making it conducive for pedestnan tra
certain infrastructure features in part:
neighborhoods and can create barrier
the sidewalk network is extensive and
neighborhoods feature approximately
sidewalks, separated from roadways
enhancing pedestrian comfort, Addit
used for trash collection and garage
cuts along street fronts, creating a
experience

The US. EPA's National Walkability Ir
neighborhoods as either "Most Walk;
reflecting the city's strong walkability
the ease of walking to the lake, groce
amenities as a key benefit of living 11

WALKABILITY
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ENVISION EVANSTON

BICYCLING AND OTHER
ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION

Biking is a popular means of transportation and recreation
within Evanston, supported by local bike shops and groups
that promote cycling through events year-round. For example,
Downtown Evanston, in partnership with the Evanston Transit
Alliance and Chicago Family Biking/Evanston Kidical Mass,
hosted monthly bike rides for adults and families throughout
the summer of 2024, Additionally, the Evanston Bicycle Club
organizes the annual North Shore Century event, attracting
around 2,000 cyclists from across the region for rides of up to
100 miles. Numerous other community biking events are held
throughout the year.

Evanston offers a variety of biking facilities, mcluding

both protected and unprotected bike lanes, bike routes
(shared lanes with cars), and shared-use paths (shared with
pedestrians). While nearly all major roads in Evanston are
designated as bike routes, protected bike lanes are limited o
certain segments, such as Sheridan Road by Northwestern
University, Dodge Avenue, and Church Street in Downtown
Shared-use paths are typically located within green spaces
like James Park, the North Shore Channel Trall, and lakefront
parks. For added convenience, many transit stops and retail
areas offer bike racks, and the City also provides secured,
covered bike parking in two municipal garages.

As of 2024, Evanston's bike share program includes 14 docking
stations and 140 bikes. This system contributes 1o reducing
the carbon footprint of travel, alleviating roadway congestion,
and praviding first- and last-mile connectivity, while also
supporting cutdoor recreation
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EXISTING BIKE FACILITIES
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ENVISION EVANSTON

DRIVING

Driving is the most common maode of commuting for Evanston
residents. About 47.1% of workers aged 16 or older commute
by car, whether driving alone or carpcoling—a rate lower than
that of Cook County (65.1%) and the CMAP region (71.1%).
Evanston car commuters drive an average of 10,996 miles per
year, with vehicle miles traveled per person annually in Cook
County and the CMAP region approximately 20% and 42%
higher, respectively.

Most Evanston households own at ieast one vehicle. According
to the 2018-2022 American Community Survey 5-year
estimates, around 16% of households do not own a vehicle,
while 34.5% own at least two cars. This is slightly lower than in
Cook County {41.4%) and the broader CMAP region (51 1%)

ROAD INFRASTRUCTURE

Evanston’s primary north-south thoroughfares include
Chicago Avenue/Sheridan Road, Dodge Avenue, Ridge Avenue,
and Green Bay Road, while major east-west routes include
Dempster Street, Central Street, and Oakton Street. These key
thoroughfares carry most vehicular traffic within Evanston, as
indicated by average arnual daily traffic data from the lliinois
Department of Transportation (Figure 19). Several of these
r0ads also serve as access points across the North Shore
Channel to 1-94, the nearest interstate. Additionally, scme
major roads within Evanston, such as Dempster Street, parts
of Central Street, and Church Street, are under state ownership
{Figure 05)

Evanston also has more than 3C
City periodically grades to addre
weather and vehicle use. While |
travel and reduces puddling, oni
through a special assessment p
solution. Paved alleys would red
other vehicles, mitigate backyar
for alley users, ehminate standir
garage access, reduce particula
surfaces, and faciktate easier a
delivery vehicles. |

ELECTRIC

The electrification o}
transportation polici!
help mitigate climate

In Cook County, EV 1
the five years leading e
number of registerea !
this period. The City i
across five locationg

chargers operated bf |

Vehicle electrificatio _
Municipal Operations .
net zerc municipal cELUGm Brmige
committed to transitioning its er
emission vehicles by 2035 As o
fleet includes over 20 electric ve
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COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

ROADWAY CLASSIFICATIONS
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ENVISION EVANSTON

and operates three parking garages
out the city. Real-time occupancy
and lots is available on the City's
g spaces generally requires a fee,
City charges for on-street parking
ith garage fees coliected 24/7.

her business districts, most

treet parking, both with and

- Historically, developments in

{o provide a minimum number of

TRUCK AND DELIVERY
SERVICES

Efficient movement of goods in and out of Evanston is
essential to ensure residents and businesses have access
to needed products. Recognizing the significance of freight
activity in northeastern Illinois, the State of lllinois, CMAP,
and Cook County have developed plans to support a robust
multimodal freight network capable of meeting current and
future demands while progressing toward decarbonization,

In Cook County, trucks and trains are the primary freight
transportation modes, accounting for approximately 60% and
25% of freight movement, respectively. Despite regional freight
aclivity, Evanston experiences relatively low truck traffic:
heavy commercial vehicles make up only 3% or less of the
average annual daiy traffic on Evanston’s roads. To manage
freight traffic, the City has designated specific roads, such as
Chicago Avenue and Central Street, as truck routes, while truck
restrictions apply to other roads, including sections of Ridge
Avenue and Sheridar Road.

Evanston’s imited freight traffic is largely due to its location

away from major truck routes. Although the Union Pacific

railroad runs through the city, it primanily supports passenger
- gl H .... L1 i

rail
Eva

COMPLETE AND GREEN
STREETS

The Complete Streets approach aim
streets that provide safe and efficie
regardless of age, ability, or mode of
concept emphasizes equitable acces
communities whose transportation
been underserved, including seniors,
disabilities, carless households, and
However, Complete Streets does not
alt solution; strategies should vary ba
community priorities, and project sca
include protected bike lanes, crosswa
landscaping, curb extensions, and pu

In Enwvision Evanston 2045, the Comp
is recommended as one of several co
especially for projects involving comg
rehabilitation rather than basic repairs
flexible application ensures the approach is implemented
where it provides the most benefit, particularly in ephane
connectivity and safety across thes
Additionally, the Complete Streets
to developing a robust active trans

incorporating stormwater manageme
natural and engineered systems to m
from impervious surfaces like streets
Green Streets strategies include perm
swales, and stormwater planters, whic
into the public right-of-way. These syst
Complete Streets elements to create sa
infrastructure, particularly benefiting vu
such as pedestrians, cyclists, and publi

The City's adoption of the Complete
in 20714 encourages a shift tgmess

Infrastructure that supparts
update introduced an imple
flexibility and metrics for pl
of public right-of-way projed
guidelines for exceptions
accompanying Livability Ché
for City staff to ensure eacl!
for livability, active transpo
addressing the specific req
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ENVISION EVANSTON

KEY CHALLENGES AND
OPPORTUNITIES

TRANSIT

Evanston benefits from public transit options that connect the
community internally and with surrounding areas. However,
several barriers remain that affect equity, efficiency, and
usability, as highlighted by the community throughout the

il network provides
'on's eastern
inectivity in the
o}f. it connectivity
o est hus routes tend
\any bus lines
er areas—such
and southeastern
1ing conneclions
ses do not run
1 the southeast,
ulevard, Dempster,
~onnections, which
are not within

Transit Service Limitations. |ransil sevice hours and
frequency are limited. Several bus lines offer minimal service
throughout the day, do not operate on Sundays, and typically
end service by 9 p.m., which is earlier than closing times

for many food, beverage, and retail establishments. This
impacts service workers who rely on public transit to get
home and limits residents’ options for evening transportation.
Additionally, the infrequent service and inconsistent schedules
affect students' access 1o schools and after-school activilies,
with many buses running at 30-minute tntervals and often
off-schedule. Public feedback from engagement sessions
indicated that both bus and rail services are insufficiently
frequent and occasionally delayed.

Transit Infrastructure Challenges. Transit infrastructure
presents accessibility challenges. Currently, only one Purple
Line station, Davis Street, is ADA-accessible, and it 1s located
Downtown, more than half a mile from hospital services—an
inconvenience for those with disabilities. While Metra stations
in Evanston have ADA-accessible ramps, nene are equipped
with elevators. Additionally, some rail stations are set back
from main pedestrian corridors and lack activity-generating
features, such as nearby retail or food establishments.

Limited shelter at bus stops poses another barrier, Lack of
protection from extreme weather, seating, and lighting can
make transit less accessible, uncomfortable, and reduce
perceived safety for those wailing.

Transitioning to Low-Emission Transit. At present, no
carbon-neutral transit services operate in Evanston. Pace has
committed to a 100% zero-emission fleet by 2040, and CTA
aims to electrify its bus fleet by the same year. While CTA trains
are electric, the power source is not yet zero-emission, and
Metra UP-N trains are currently diesel-powered, though plans
are in place to gradually adopt zero-emission locomotives.

Each bus or train ride begins with some form of travel—walking,
rolling, or biking—to the transit stop, making it crucial to ensure
the journey to transit is as safe, accessible, and comfortable as
the transit experience itself.

Source: Adobe Slack
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COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

WALKING

Community members at workshops and engagement sessions
shared several issues related to walking in Evanston, primarily
focusing on safety and gaps ininfrastructure

Sidewalk Gaps and Accessibility Issues. Some areas in
Evanston have missing or inadeguate sidewalks, creating
agcessibility barriers, particularly for residents using
wheelchairs or other personal mobmiy devices. In certain
neighborhoods, sidewalks are either present only on one

side of the street or are narrow vehicle step-outs insufficient
for pedestrian or wheelchair use (Figure 16) Residents also
expressed concerns about uneven sidewalks, which pose
obstacles for wheelchair users and present tripping hazards for
pedestrians.

Safety Concerns. Pedestrians often feel unsafe when crossing

streets In 2022, there were 30 pedestrian mjuries and 31

bicyclist injuries from crashes, similar to the figures in 2027 (33 ﬂ_ cgg am CAWET
pedestrian and 30 bicyclist injuries). Common factors include ¢ a‘x.__— .ﬁ..
high-speed traffic, distracted driving, and limited crossing OUT K< A w‘a@mh\i ¢
opportunities, which often force residents 1o either rush across

streets or take lengthy detours to reach safer, designated ! _a 52.\:.2,2 v

crossings. Pedestrian and bicyclist crashes are predominantly

concentrated in and around Downtown, especially an Ridge m :N,_EE KE Kk

Avenue, Church Street, and Lake Street. Emerging hotspots

outside of Downtown include areas in the southern part of the imam_.:\f - MLUA .&N

city, along and near Dodge Avenue, Ridge Avenue, and Chicago

Avenue Pooss IS t v ATHR
Conflict Points on Sidewalks. With the rising popularity of NI G KORYE
bicycles, scooters, and other personal mobility devices, more ﬁ §m S% Wa : .
residents are sharing limited sidewalk space, creating potential W lLNRL

conflict points and occasional collisions Participants in focus

group discussions noted that the absence of 3 safe, cohestive

on-street cycling network often leads cyclists to use narrow M» ﬂ. b | ‘ -
sidewalks, further compromising safety for ali users. WAI o

Impact on Vulnerable Populations. Injury rates across age _ I- W e.és thare 5.35_

groups were similar, suggesting that safety issues affect

vulnerable groups, including children and the elderly, at similar gp:m&J ﬂfﬁ fou

levels as other pedestrians. This underscores the need to _

address these safety concerns, as vulnerable populations may wa ?a _u._ &4 t wa.ﬁ«ﬂr .

have a limited ability to avoid Injury in hazardous situations
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ENVISION EVANSTON

YACTIVE
MODES

is toward creating a bike-
.u *main that limit options
ition or transportation

yrastructure. Although
ed as bike routes, they
bikes from cars, leaving
'ublic feedback indicates
rentral, and Green Bay
crash data presented in
*.omsm highlighting the

2 safety nisks to current
cyclists but also deter others—especially kids, seniors, and less
experienced nders—from choosing biking as a transportation
cption

Sidewalk Biking and Shared Use Concerns. Biking on
sidewalks is permitted in some areas outside Downtown

and other business districts, providing cyclists with safer
alternatives on narrow or busier streets. However, this can
create conflicts with pedestrians sharing the same space

As active transportation optiens continue to evolve, the City
should regularly assess policies and infrastructure to support
safe shared use.

Challenges with Affordable Access. The costs associated
with purchasing a reliable bicycle, safety equipment, and
necessary accessories, as well as maintenance, can be
prohibitive for many residents. To address this, the City has
esteblished a bike share program aimed at improving access
for those facing financial barriers to biking

Need for Education and Awareness. Most community
members have not received formal training in cycling safety
or broader traffic safety skills. Supporting educational
opportunities as part of City policy is crucial to ensuring safe
biking practices throughout Fvanston.

Gaps in the Cycling Network and Trail Connectivity.
Evanston’s cycling network is incomplete, with many locations
requiring cyclists to use busy streets with minimal or no
protectior. Additionally, several regional trails lack cohesive
connections within Evanston, making it challenging to access
certain destinations directly.

DRAFT CC

For exampie, the North Shore Channel Trail, a popular seven-
mile shared-use path extending from Lawsence Avenue in
Chicago to Green Bay Road in Evanston, has a gap on the
weslern side between Damastacand Chiych Street. Cyclists
must navigate resident

many bike lanes end ali Erq _m ZQE_._&ﬁi
hot hald o Fesrng
bortung ¢ Walhang gece
:r__ 9««1_ ava _@_o_m
refidente? 7D

Lakefront tratis and pat
along the southern edg
continuity This forces
on roadways, creating
experences.

SHARED AC
TRANSPOR

The network of dockir;

transporiation is not v

docking stations are ||

often distant from tra

CTA stations in Evanston lack nearby aocking Stauiors. sru
docking stations are not consistently sited near bus stops,
which could faciiitate easier transfers between transportation
modes

Challenges with Access and Payment Options. Accessing
the shared bike system can be challenging for users without

a smartphone and cashless payment methods Divvy requires
both a smartphone and & debit or crecit card to operate
Aithough eligible residents can pay for a membership with
cash, subseguent Divvy use still requires a smartphone
Conversely, bike rentals without a smartphone are available at
kiosks but are limited to single-ride passes, which typically cost
more per ride and stil} require debit or credit card payment.
This access and payment structure may disadvantage lower-
income users of potentially exclude them from using the
system altocgether
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ENVISION EVANSTON

DRIVING

ic and environmental costs
ce-, and matenal-intensive
car use has led to rising

1e due 1o traffic congestion.

, @ moblity analytics firm,
Hly an hour each week 10

om 2021. Chicago ranked
elay times, with drivers
ongestion i 2023

) driving and dling in traffic
ts. Transportation has

Jon emissions in the United
cars will exacerbate climate
5. Furthermore, the individual
Iriving financially challenging
lans

roportion of car commutes is lower than,
that of Cook County and the CMAP region, car use remains

& dominant travel mode for residents. 1o create a more

eeded to reduce driving and
odes of transportation. The
asilience Plan emphasizes

zhicles (EVs) are
rduction efforts,

~<uing and Distracted Driving. A culture

o1 distracted driving poses additional safety

ns on Evanston's roads, highlighting the need for
noascma education, enforcement, and infrastructure solutions
to improve safety for alf road users.
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Use of Autonomous Vehicles (AVs). While autonomous
vehicles may have the potential {
residents in cities, cities will nee
to ensure that the benefits of thi
outwergh the costs. For instance
and last-mile connection issues Ly
AVs, like EVSs, still occupy limiteg an,.ﬁ. u_" (
contribute to more congestion; .

exclude lower-income householl

PARKING

Evanston has a substantial park
many residential parking opport
still some challenges and oppor
parking in Evanston is safe and

Land Use and Alternative Pote
a substantial land area, limiting opportunities for alternative
uses. Parking lots cover approximately 5.5% of Evanston's
total land area, with a larger percentage in Downtown. Many
these lots remain vacant for much of the day, space that cot
potentially be repurposed for housing or other community
needs.

Impact of Minimum Off-Street Parking Requirements.
Beyond City-owned surface lots, minimum off-street parking
requirements compel private developments to dedicate
additional space to parking, whick could otherwise support
community and economic uses, green spaces, bike lanes, an
mere. These parking facilities, whether garages or surface
lots, often occupy street frontage along main streets and
retail districts, disrupting the continuity of the urban walking
experience,

Consequences of Reducing Parking Fees. Reducing parking
fees, while potentially making driving to Downtown and othey
business districts more convenient, could also increase traff
congestion and related economic and environmental costs,
Lower fees may encourage longer parking stays, reducing
turnover and limiting space m<m__m_u___z for other visitors, whit
could affect iocal busing

Financial Sustainabili
the operations and mai
parking revenue would
funds, thereby diminish
municipal services.
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ENVISION EVANSTON

PARKS AND OPEN SPACE
INTRODUCTION

Parks and open spaces play a crucial role in enhancing people’s physical, mental, and environmental weli-being. They improve
community health and fitness, elevate quality of life, foster a sense of community, connect people to the natural world, and help
preserve natural areas. Providing high guality parks that are designed with demographic input parameters will increase equitable
access and address environmental injustices. Developing a park replacement schedule that includes equitable components will
help decision makers assess how effectively parks are meeting the needs ns and determine which parks should
be repaired or replaced for the greatest community good.

Parks and greenspaces are a quality-of-life amenity for a community. These areas have a direct impact on our population's physical
and mental well-being. Communities with high quality parks command higher property values and are more desirable communities
in which 10 live. By focusing on the health and well-being of our community members, equity components of the park system, and

environmental resilience we can improve all aspects of the cultural, economic, emotional, environmental, intellectual, physical, and
social aspects of our community. Parks are a mechanism to reverse the impacts of inequitable practices from the past.

iy
Evaluate existing park and recreation programming. # w ‘Sv @

2 Ensure park facilities are age-appropriate based on user demographics.

3 Assess and invest equitably in parks,

Increase city investment to maintain and operate park and recreational
facihities,

5 Evaluate and estabiish a plan for an accessible public bathroom system.

t your day. Tomorrow

t look good either.
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COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

e extensive network of public spaces in Evanston (Fig 34)
includes open and natural spaces in which residents can be

Evanston is rich in parks, with 89 in {otal of various sizes and active and enjoy nature, including the fakefront and trails

W diverse amenities: It % centric system along the North Shore Channel. Other spaces, including plazas
composed 02215 acres of neighborhood parks with active in the downtown, community centers, and libraries, are more

urban and civic in nature and provide for communal gatherings

recreation fields, facilities, and playgrounds that serve at : : .
and social interactions and functions.

a local scale. In addition, there are 63 acres designated as

community parks, which are larger and orter active fietds, The park system is well loved, but the investment in
diverse facilities with specialized uses, and community maintenance has been insufficient to provide the level of

Reaches .3 acres experience that people using parks expect. Increased and
equitable investment in facihties and services, including early
chiidhood development, senior services and recreational
offerings, throughout Evanston will improve the guality of

life and community pride, and increase property values and
tourism. Having parks and recreational facilities that are
designed with a public need focus with robust community
gngagement can improve current offerings. A dedicated
replacement schedule with appropriate funding will ensure
that these assets provide safe, relevant, and healthy
opportunities for ali. Inclusion of early childhood development
components can provide all children the opportunity to work
an social/emotional, motor, cognitive, and literacy skills
Intergenerational design elements increase the appeal and

Aep e wosiad suo oseard Ajuo ued | Tis ] relevance of the parks for everyone.

Evanston ,mxmm Eam inits zm__ distributed m:a accessible park
syslem. Responses to the Parks and Green Spaces Community
Survey, conducted in 2023 by ETC Institute, substantiate

& s with 98% of the 460 residents who participated in the

i , recreation

center, beach, or other public recreation facility in the last 12
. i -

the overall condition as excellent and 56% as good. However,

e accessibility of parks doesnt necessarily torrelate with
meeting the growing and changing needs of its users. In
addition, Evanston has only 5 acres of parkland per thousand
residents, a little more than half of the national average. The
Evanston Parks and Recreation Department offers over 2,875
fitness, sports, aquatics, environmental, and anam:o: classes i
and special events to the communi T : o
in heavy park usage and potentially
rate of degradation. Increased inve

and additional recreational opporiu L [ Today is not your day. .H,OEOH.H.Oi

system can help to alleviate these
y P i _ _doesn't _oow.mncm either.

Sxmam_am:m:omamamn%m:u_, ¢. q.
also improve the user experience _3 «.%(.ﬁ j ._m ' Marum .P., =

e ____ux

:E__r.
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ENVISION EVANSTON

KEY CHALLENGES AND
OPPORTUNITIES

Parks are easy to access, but there is insufficient acreage per
resident. Evanston (including the Ridgeville, Lighthouse, and
Skokie park districts) has one park fot every 987 residents, but
only five acres of parkland per thousand residents, a little more
than half that of the national average. Although accessibility

to a park is high,the supply does not necessarily meet the
community’s growing needs or provide equitable facilities and
services,

The system offers diverse amenities, unevenly distribuied.
Amenity mix is determined by calculating the number of 2
certain amenity per thousand residents. Evanston offers

a greater quantity of amenities than peer cities, but these
amenities are not evenly distributed, In the North Central and
Southeast areas of Evanston, residents have access to over
six types of amenities within walking distance, including things
like ice skating rinks, dog parks, and ternis courts. Conversely,
residents in areas in west Evanston along the Skokie border
have much less variety.

Uneven conditions and outdated facilities. The guality of
individual parks and amenities differ substantially. Community
members have emphasized the need for enhanced park
infrastructure and focus on daily maintenance. Improving park
infrastructure including outdated equipment, restrooms, water
fountains, seating amenities, and pathways was frequently
mentioned to address this. In addition, park infrastructure

and amenilies do not always match the needs based on
neighborhood demographics. Taking these parameters into
consideration will improve the relevance of park spaces fo
users.. .

improve access to natural experiences, the water, and lakefront
amenities, Connecting with the natural world was identified

as highly desirable in future park planning with emphasis on
natural play elements, native landscaping, and unprogrammed
spaces that immerse peopie in nature, Altering design and
mainienance practices by using an ecological approach to
plant selection, minimizing non-native turf grasses in parks,
and analyzing historical habitats to predict future plant
selection will mitigate the negative impacts of climate change.
Improving access to beaches and waterfront facilities was
consistently mentioned as a top priority for investment.

Improve inclusion and access. Residents shared a variety

of barriers that limited their participation in programs and

park spaces. Chief among them was limited time and lack

of awareness. Financiagl and physical constraints limit some
residents’ ability to engage with the City's parks and participate
in pregrams. In focus groups, youth and senior residents
expressed a shared desire for more inclusive programs

and accessible facilities that cater to individuals of ali ages
and abilities, emphasizing the importance of diversity and
accessibility in Evanston’s park system




POLICIES AND ACTIONS

1. Increase investment to maintain and improve
equitable park and recreational facilities.

» PO 1 1 Develop a staffing and training plan to maintain
existing facilities.

« PO 1 2 Assess the condition of park facilities and identi
equity, inclusivity, and proper amenities needed to align
with the demographics of the geographic areas served

» PO 1.3 Develop a multi-year capital improvement and
funding plan that includes a park replacement matrix wit
components related to equity to support the delivery of

inclusive programs for people of all ages and abilities f J;..

_rr

2. Assess existing park and recreation programmin
and investment levels in all neighborhoods.

ard A[u

W

+ PO 21 Evaluate program lifespans, park usage, and
attendance in accordance with the City's Parks Master
Plan

i 1 F
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+ PO 2.2 Recognize and evaluate national trends in ' Jﬁ/ﬁh
recreation and leisure studies and be on the forefront ) T o
of supplying these opportunities to address current and
future programming needs

+ PQ 2.3 Determine a threshold for the programming a p
can support to prevent over programming an area that
would decrease the positive impacts of the space
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3. Align and expand existing park programming to
provide inclusive programs for people of all ages ﬂ.« Hommw LSEROLYOLT mmw. Tomorroy
and abilities. mommh t lnok mﬁom either.

+ PO 31 Develop outdoor education programs in : u.[pw@n\rc / Q [l xﬁn
artnership with schools and conservation organizations o ol
f . m «Q\ L, »3 a \.Qu N \rhmw\\\._

that encourage youth engagement in forest stewardship, .# e,

wildlife monitoring, and environmental restoration efforts. m.r _.»w..ﬁﬂ a %

« PO 32 Support focal community groups and | = ﬁ bt
organizations in thew activities related to improving .
habitat in green spaces

+ PO 3 3 Invest in right sizing the staffing needs o meet ©201i SHANNON MARTIN DESIGN
Em mxumﬂm:o:m of the 833::_:,

I can OHL% ﬁwmmmm one person a day.
ﬁommw is Uon your mm< .H.OEOH_. oW
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ENVISION EVANSTON

HOUSING
INTRODUCTION

This housing chapter provides a framework for increasing housing choice and supply, maintaining existing housing stock,
preventing displacement, and preserving the racial and economic diversity of Evanstan. Fair, safe, stable, secure, connected,
healthy, attainable, and accessible housing are key tenets of this plan

The United States has a deeply rooted history of inequitable housing and land use policies. While outright race-based zoning
was deemed unconstitutional by the United States Supreme Court in 1917, other racially restrictive land use practices, including
redhining and racial or rehgion-based restrictive covenants, tock hold shortly after throughout the country including Evanston,

The Great Migration contributed (o a rise in the Black population in Evanston and the primary response was seqgregation, with
steering beginning as early as 1910 By 1940, Evanston had over 6,000 Black residents and the largest Black suburban popuiation
i [lhinois, with over 80% living in the 5th Ward in smaller homes adjacent to industry and environmental hazards with limited
access to amenities

In subsequent decades, demolition of "substandard” housing in “blighted” areas, includ. 2 xh 2
disproportionately impacted Black Evanstonians. Though the Fair Housing Act outlaws \_.‘Em_.: ,J Uding
legacy persists today from both the significant past harms endured by Black Evanston ?_F _ -
inequitable zoning, iand use, and housing policies. E

:
m.mqmmsamac_m:o:m_:m_mmn::nm_mdmsmao*m:mm__iooaacz_:\m:amcnno:mqmm_ @n\rx Qs \tdzq _VD\AE& _§_ aan?.m&:\.
being. The absence of high-quality, safe, and attainable housing has broad consequen, = .
maintain a heaithy, diverse, and economically thriving community. The table below inc xcc :Pn;m Vel Tgn T?: 3&54
when making housing decisions and links them 1o the most relevant goals A tﬁ ?m.v 7 decade, \.

—Lrw&!t ol <9n92\@_ few dogg
{4+ Compart 7

Datd NS_::Q_J _For. m__csﬁ,i A.r
WUy Choyceg m?ﬁ\@wgrw

1 Increase housing supply and housing choice

2 Preserve current homes and prevent displacement

Expand support for non-traditional housing models including community land
trusts, shared housing, and limited-equity cooperatives

4 Focus on healthy buildings and neighborhoods

5 Expand revenue for housing initiatives

6 Build and leverage local capacity and partnerships

DRAFT COPY

™

—m



8 39%4

‘pasu ul
asoyy 10 131jays Aouabiaws apiosd os|e uoi oY YRSl pue
asuoid A|ILWeS 3104S YLION/U0ISUBAS YIMA 3U} PUB 'Siaulied
YlIeaH [eio1ARYRg 10BCW] * SS3|BWOH SY1 10 SUOIIIBULDY ale
siapiao:d Buisnoy aansoddns wauewiad 1sabie| 331yl ay)

syuawded jual Ayuow pioye ol

SJaYonoA 3d0y) Buisnoy asn SpIOYasNoY UOISUBAJ 0SS J9A0
‘Areuonippy wesBoid Buisnoy Aleuoisnjau) SAND 3yl wol) 3se
SIIUN (f JAAQ '30USJ0IA D1ISIWOP JO SIOAIAINS PUB SSIIGESIP
yum suosiad se yons suonejndod ay10ads 10} 21e SHUN QoL
JanQ Aauednaoo weos-3iButs ale siun Oz J9A0 PUB SICIU3S
palytjenb-awosul ¢} P2toNISal 318 SIUR Oy iSAQ "UOISUBA]

ut spun BuISNoY ajqepioyje pazipisans jo f1a1iea B ale diaul

‘Buisnoy a|es-10; |QRUIBHE puly 0} SPIOYasNoY

Auews 10y ynowgtp pue Buisnoy jeluas puij o) spioyasnoy Jabig|
10§ JRIYYIP 3 YBLL UBD SIY IXSWCOIPAQ SI0W 10 IN0J 3ABY %Y
UBY} $53| PUB SWIO0IP3IQ J3Ma) JO OM] BABY SHUN [BIUS: JO %08
300 "A)3SIBAUCY "SHUN LWOOIPAG-2UD JO SOIPNIS 3IE %8 UBY)
SS$3| PUB SWO0P2G 2I0W 10 33141 3ABY SHUN PAIINII0-idUMO
10 %FG JAAC "[BIU3: S1 %y Duuiewsas syl pue paidnado-1aumo
$1 3o01s Buisnoy paidnoac suoisuead §0 (%96) Aisolew wbus v

‘sadA) Buisroy

asianp dojaaap o1 Anpiqe au Buisusg Ajjeasb o) Jad wun
[enuapisas 3yBus e 10 pauoz Aua1nd st uoisues] Jo uoipsod
ueanubis v 'siun 250w 30 0Z yim sbuippng ut aie %6 noge
pue ‘siun g1 01 6 yiam sBuippng ui ase %0z 1noge 'shun 1oy 0
om} yim sBuippng u) ale %61 noqe "sbuippng payoeiap tun
-31Buis ase spun Buisnoy SUOISUBAT JO ‘%ZE ‘PIILL B UBY) $S37

‘Buisnoy ajgepi0)se Buiinazo Ajjemnieu

se sjual AjyruoL amoj ybno:ys styauaq Suipiacd awil awes
3y} 18 'SPIBZEY |BIUBLWIUOIIALS PUE 1|23y JaY10 pue iwmed

pea| 's1s03 aoueuaiuew ybiy Buipnjou sabus|jeyo suasald
3110 3301s Buisnoy Buibe ay) Aouerqia pue 3y pamaual 104
saiunioddo yim anjea |eIn13alyaie pue NISIE JO S|RA3)
ybiy aney uoISUEAT U SAWOY J3PI0 Auep ‘(S1eah Gy 1SE| 3y
Ut} 0861 9IS %EZ usy} $sa) pue ‘(obe sseak y8-Gy) 661 Pue
0761 Usamiaq 1inG sem %5e ‘(obe sieak +68) Or61 80§94 1ing
sem Buisnoy jo %zy 1940 “Buibe s1yoms Buisnoy suoisuea3

NJ0LS 9ONISNOH

NV¥1d JAISNIHIHdWOD

AdQOD 14Vdd

ANUNUILIOD u0ISUBA] ay) jo Aouesqia pue Ajnadsod ay)
Buiseasou apiym "ANSIIMIP JILIOUOD3 PUB |BIJEL 3} aalasaid 0}
wie am Jayiabo) awaoedsip Bunuaaaid pue sawoy bunsixe
Butaiasald sassalppe 0sie ue|d Siyj ‘SIOPII0I pue Si3ad A3y
1 yimolb Jahiey pue ‘Buisnoy s)ppiw BuissiwyAnsuap apuab
ybnosy; Aiddns Buisnoy pue 3010yd Buisnoy Buiseaioul spiemoy
yied e 1no sAe| uejd siy) ‘3|qe|ieae St pue| JuedeA i ybnoy

‘passalppe Ajaanaeosd aq pinoys samnssasd

juatuade|dsip ‘spooysoqybiau sucisueAl aJueyud 0} SNLIUOD
sjualuysaauy a1eand pue angnd sy uoisuea3 ot Buwow so

/pue Buiusmas 1o 1no paond buiag ase $13ylo pue ‘sasko|dwa
LOISUBAT 'SIUSPISE JO UIIP|IYD PUB S3INSsaud juswadeldsip
Buiousuadxa ale 'sa1enpeib uIa)samuyLICH PUE 30100 JO S|ILLE]
‘SaL0oUN Paxy uo sioluas Buipniou ‘sluapisar awn-Buoy

‘Buisnoy 3jgeisun Buduaiadxa ajdoad pue 10100

10 3jdoad ‘Anjgesip e yim Buial 9jdoad 'S3WOdu BMO] YIM
aidoad syoedun A|a1euonododsip SIy] UMD OYsm StUSpIS3I
pUB 1UaJ OUM SIUIPIS3S 10} Y10q 'S1S00 Buisnoy wi saseasoul
weaubis 0} paj sey SiyL-uoISuBA Ut a0} puewap ybiy
B U33G Sey 243y} s1eak Auew so4 “spooylogybisu sAND

3yt urglim suiewar vonebaibas weayubis IngyAnunwiod
85J3AIP AJ[EILI0U0D3 pUB A||RI0ES € S| ABPO) UQISUBAT

AVdolL

“ANunUsWaD uoISUBAg Y JO

Rouesqia pue A)11adsord ay) BuiSea1aul ajym ALSIBAID JLou00d
pue (e1oes aasasald ued am 'saibsiens Buisnoy jo abues peoig e
Buisn Ag 'S:0p11102 pue s1awiad Ajjeanraads 1ng speoyroqybisu
|e ut Ajddns pue aoj0yo Buisnoy aseasow o} yled e 1no shey
ue|d sy “Buisnoy alow: ping O} UMHYM U PUB| JUBIBA 31| SI
aay) ybnouyy|y "sainssaid asayy ssappe Alaanoeosd o) pasu
(i 1usLsaau aleaud pue oygnd pue saiaijod pue sainssaid
Wwiswaoe|dsip buouanadxa aie Siaguiawt AYUNILOD Em_\i.
‘Buisnoy ajge1sun Buiouaiiadxa 3doad pue ‘10)03 jo 3doad
‘Appqesip e yum buiar ajdoad 'sawodut 1amoj yhim 3idoad
spedun Aj21euoniododsip 1ey) 51500 Buisnoy ul asealoul
1edipubis e 01 pa) SeY UOISUBAT Ul BAI| O} puewsap ybiy

3y "jaa3) pooyoqybisu ayy 1e sutewas uonebaibas 1ak
AMunNwLI0d asiaAp A|{e2HLs0U003 PUB AjjeIde] B SI UDISUBAT

SNOILIANOD ONILSIXS



AdOD Ldv¥a

uotetiodsues) 6} %G1

pue Buisnoy 0) PaIRIO|Ie %SE Ynum ‘uoielodsues) pue Buisnoy
U0 3WI0JUE 113Y) JO %06 puads SPIOYIsSNoY uolSLeAT ‘xapy|
Anjgepsosy (@1+H) uonenodsuesy pue BuisnoH sAbojouydal
poosoqybiap Joy 191u37] 3yl o1 Buipioddy '3|qepioyje 583

aq 0] pual spooyioqybiau pataauucd-{jam 10edwo? SISO
uonetsodsuel} 3ouanyn AIAB3Y 'S3NAIAS pue Sqof 0] $S3d0e
pue AJ)IgeNEM SE 4INS 'SINUSLWE pooyoqybian ‘asuadxs
1sabie|-puoaas spjoyasnoy e Ajjeaidh) ale yoym 'sisod
uoneysodsuel) YOOAAC SejnWIo) Aljqeplole Huisnoy
[euoitpei ‘A|[RUCIIPPYASIS0D Buisnoy Buisy yim aoed
fudaay Jou sabem Ag papunodwico St anssi ay} "aJed [BHpaw
pue ‘uonelicdsues) ‘pooj x| S|BIUISSA 13Ylo 10) Aed 0}
BuyBBniis spjoyasnoy yim ‘Buisnoy ajgepioie 10 4I.| B yim
PSUIGUIOT SB0JUI MO} LY WiZS U0 SUBPING 1500 BuIsnoy

-aseyaind o) abebiiow

B paaul 1M OyMm SIARGIWOY 3anoadsold J0) 1S0D Jyt SYSEW
os|e jng Ayjiqepiopje Suisnoy wasind saseasaur abebyiows e
1NOYNM SPIOYASNOY Ui 3SBaIdL 3y yiuow jad 0pQ'es 1ses| e
puads 9y Ueyl a1ow pue sised buisnoy ul yiuow iad alow 10
005°LS puads abebiiow e yiim SPioyYasnoy Jaumoawoy J0 %06
1502 ‘19AamoH 51502 Buisnoy w yuous 13d 210w 10 GOG'LS
puads Spjoyasnoy asayl Jo payl B UBYl $597 'SPloyasnay
0059 IN0Qe 03 %G5 JaA0 AG pasealdau) sey abeblow e

NCUNM SPIOUISNOY J3UMO3LULOY J0 13gwnu 3yl ZL0Z suis

"SPIOYISNOY (G 1 Japun O} yuesys taquinu

1841 7707 i uad ss016 vy yluow 13d 0og' LS veyl ssaf pied
SPIOYasnoy 131Ul OOY'y INoge ‘ALIe|ILIS "SPIOYasnoy 0g'y
J3A0 0} 3501 13Gwuny Jey) zz0z Ul yiuow jad 310w 10 0o0'zs
10 sjuas ssouf pred spjoyasnoy 131uas (GZ"L IN0ge ‘ZLHZ Ul
"Yyuow 13d §79°LS 01 %L UBY) SJOLW PISLII0U SBY ‘SINN
Bupnjow 'Jual $$016 ueipaw suolsuead 'sieak ual 1sed ay) u|

‘51503

Buisnoy uo aLWodul pjoyasnoy sy} jo 310w 10 %05 Butpuads
‘P3UaPING-1S09 Aj213A3S 3B %07 uBY) 310Ul PUB PIUINING-1500
2Je (%61) sployasnoy Bunuas suoisuead Jo jiey Ajeau - s1ajual
sioayse Aidreuonodordsip siy 1anamoy 51503 Buisnoy uo
WO PICUISNOY 113yt JO 310w 10 %0¢ Duipuads ‘pauaping
-1502 248 SP|0YasNoy UOISUBAT JO PIIYI-SU0 UeY] 2ION

SL1S0J 9NISNOH

Q000LPSL9BELLBGLER/GEOPL] ppaysng

ys/atoy 810 U0)SUBAS)OALID MMM sdly (eaunag G 2By

(s)un axow 10 OZ)

xsoc M| sourpma uownredy 96ieTu sien

(simun g1-€)

%roz [ sburpnng yusunredy [ews ut syupn

%' | sexeidng pue sawoH run-z

%9¢E

sauoy Aprure apbuts

yaols Buisnoy suoysuead jo preyl auo A[ybnol astduroa sautoy Ajjure ajbuts :6utpuld £3)
(6102) uoisuead moybnoys sadA] buisnoy Jo Uonnegtiisia

3¥903S buisnol

NO1SNYAI NOISIANT



NVid JAISNIHIUAWOD

m <m ﬂ:u o Ao eainog i minbay

HOLSWYAL S0 AUF L
Tva %390 | dirvd
Havm =

S5 YO %0l

JWOINI 0 %0E
HIAQ 51502 ONISNOH
HLIM SYILN3Y

JAY QHOIMYHD N

:
"-v

QY HILNNH

SHIAENG LSO INITNIIYIAXT ONISNOH 40 ITVENIDIHI



——

=S

AdQOD 14Vdd

¥201S 2qOpy '83in0g

%2015 SqOpY ‘02IN0S

S3UGILIOP JUapN}s

-31enpeib a2l SIPIAQIC 0518 ANSISAIUN LidISaMYLION 'Sasnoy
191deya Ayso10s pue Apusaies; pue ‘sabayoo jenuapisal
‘sanopuwop Suipniou "suondo Buisnoy aienpesfiapun Gg

12A0 S3pIACd ANISI3MUN 3Y| BU0 J0) Sndwed uo aAl| 0}
SIUapMIS JaJSUEL) pue S1eaf om) 10} SnAWed ud aAl| 0} SIapnis
aienpelbiapun Jeak-1sny sannbas ANSIRAIUN WIBISIMYLICN

“Saoy
N3 UMO JO ‘slusustiede yuas s1ay10 ‘Buisnoy Juapnis ur o
sjuased Jiayl yim 3A1) 3WOS "UIpPIYD Inoylm pue Buipnjous
'synpe paiejaiun ‘sisuied ‘s|enpiapul asedwod pue Asea
os|e suoirsodwea pioyasnoy yuapms “uonendod jejoy ayl
Bursosmw ‘Ajapim Aiea S125SE PUB SILLOIUI JUSPMS SuolsueAl
‘snousbowoy sueaw ou Aq ale spasu Buisnoy juapnis ybnoy)
‘dnosb oiydesBowap jueniodus ue ale syuapris ‘uonendod
$AN9 3y} 40 %21 Jano dr Bupyeny ‘siuapnis sienpesfiiapun
ANSI3AUN LIB1SaMYLION 3IB YdIgm JC 000’8 1940 ‘suotinsut
3leand Duipuatle gOO'L L Jnoge pue suonnuisu atljgnd
Buipuayie s 'z 1940 ‘uoisuea3 t Buipisar siuspms alenpesb
pue 3lenpeDispun gOg e L 13A0 3B 343U L ANY 3yl uo 1oedwi
Buisnoy pue ‘JeIn}N3 ‘JWLIOUDIS [BNUBISGNS B SBY HIM
'sndes uiew S ANSIAIUN LIZ1S3MULION O} SUIOY 1 UOISUBAT

ONISNOH LN3ANLS

SP3au 31NNy pue SIS

JuaINa ay) ssauppe v suondo asayl Burpuedx3 Buisnoy
|qBIS '3JES 0 $5323e Sy ueIoISuBAg A13A3 18y} 3insua djpy
uea suoido Buisnoy 1o Aisuea e Buipiwosd o3 si3is1eq Butonpay
'spaq Aouabiawa jo Addnsiapun ue st a1yt pue ‘Aoeded

1M} 18 31e si3Yjays "spaau Buisnoy 1ioddns 0) si3ulied
Buisnoy (220 yim uonaurfuod ui s¥om pue Andasul

Busnoy Buouaiiadxa spioyasnoy pue 3jdoad jqibija-awoau;
10} Butpuny saprao:d UOISIAIG S3DIAISS LEWNH SAND 3yt

"£Z07 JO SB SSaUSSIIBLOY
paoualiadxa sienpiapur 000’ L Alubnos 'Aunog joog ueqingng
1noybnosy “asu o1 anunuos saoud Buisnoy se A)|eoo) pue
Ayeuoieu yjog abuajjeyd Buimalb e st Alinaasuy buisron

ALIINIISNI ONISNOH

NOLSNVA3 NOISIANS



HOLENYAD 90 AL Lo

T > &OO |_| H_<m ﬂa.:a —

TIMAN 1 R

e

.mul.._”ms

———s

.@ TIVWSE NIIO ) WY
a&ﬂ% | LETLT
A LInus yorm
%0§ HIND

S8 HO %01

S1INNn
SNISNOH 031420
H3INMO FLIHM-RON

\
A
\
bl
b

z
= 4
= 2
) 2
X 2
. z
- m
3
5 .
T, 1
= 1
I
|
\ . |
fh 0&. o= g
\ / K '
2 i
\ / .«_v.w 1S TYHINTD )
\ ] -’ V
‘ | 1
A = I“l - 18 yTizaver L
A I
A I | .-
: |
x
! g
]

- _._n . Er L

NV1d JAISNIHIHAWOD



5"

=

tvw]

ENVISION EVANSTON

KEY CHALLENGES AND
OPPORTUNITIES

Soaring Housing Costs. Housing construction is not keeping
pace with demand, which pushes up housing costs. In June
2024, the Zillow Home Value index that reflects the typical
value for Evanston homes in the 35th to 65th umam::_m range,
was approximately $430,000, an increase of about 18% in the
past five years. Over the same period of lime, one-, two-, and
three-bedroom home values in Evanston all increased by at
least 24%. Zillow's index does not include many other costs -
of ownership, including but not limited to mortgage inMerest
rates, insurance, closing costs, maintenance, property taxes,
and HOA fees. The chronic underbuilding and underinvestment
in housing has resuited In a nationwide shortage of 1.5t0 3.8
million homes. The National Low income Housing Coalition

¥

Theeo sample
a_s_.ﬁ mr{::_ that b:.w_{
WaerLasing Supply of houging

o Mavhut rate vesidlowte] vt

Ao wit U die gupply

s b o Ohodle oty undy

reported that the affordable housing shortage has also grown .ﬂn dd%% %
TH¢ viBp INTIuds

nationwide due 1o nising rents, and geods and services,
combined with wage stagnation and job losses. The situation
in Evanstos is consistent with national trends, with almost half
or renters spending at least 30% of their income cn rent and
utilities

Incsease The Housing Supply. The Evanston housing market

follows the basic ecenomic principle of supply and demand—

when demand exceeds supply, prices rise. As high housing

costs are driven by a shortage of available homes, increasing A

e housing supgly throudh new gevelopments, higher-density
zening, and repurposing underutilized spaces can provide .

both renters and ac yers more oE_%w _soa :ocw_:r benefits Fnwry

| lew markel-

rate developments give higher-income households options to

move Into, opening up availability of older units that have more

attainable prices Additionally, new market-rate developments

with inclusionary housing units provide housing to both

low- and moderate-income households and higher-income

households.

- Cawwo..:..s

Combat Displacement. While Evansior: needs more residential
development, concurrent development of an anti-displacement
strategy is essential to protect Evanston's income diversity.
The benefits of, and associated with that development need

to benefit current residents, But, without an anti-displacement
sirategy and associated policies and funding, low- and
moderate-income households, particularly renter households,
may be forced to move out of Evansion. Cultural displacement
is also common. The closing of community landmarks, like
historically Black churches or iocal restaurants, can erase
neighberhood history and with it a sense of community

The City of Evanston can foster positive development by
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