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Molly Levitt 1720 Maple Ave. Unit 27304/9/2025 900 Clark Street Highrise proposalOpposed Written comment

I am very much opposed to the 900 clark St. highrise proposal. I am a 70 year old widowed woman who has owned my residence 
on Maple Ave since April 2014. Like many people I chose Evanston for the inviting, charming feel of the commercial area. I walk 
wherever I go. Building a 27 story building is not in line with Climate Action Goals. From what I understand, buildings should be 
limited to 10 stories. A 27 story building is going to create a lot of additional traffic and pedestrian congestion. Residents, I believe 
will keep their cars and if not there will much more congestion from ubers and delivery people. The wind outside already poses a 
problem for me. I am 5 foot 3 and weigh about 110 pounds and on windy days, I already have trouble feeling like I am being 
blown around.I am sure a tall building like that will increase the wind which i am also concerned may have an impact on the 
structural integrity of my building (has this been studied?). While the building will not greatly impact my view or privacy, I have 
been in neighbors units that would be greatly affected. I am certain that will negatively affect the resale value of their units and 
perhaps all of our units since the area will be more windy and congested. 
I understand that the developers sunk a lot of money into buying this property and they want to get as much money out of it as 
possible but I think this building , like the E2 building down the block, is going to end up housing Northwestern students more 
than it is going to attract new residents to the area. Hasn't Northwestern taken over enough of Evanston already? And don't we 
citizens deserve as much consideration as the young hungry developers? Thank you for your time and consideration of my 
thoughts.

Michael Lohr
726 Milburn St, 
Evanston 3/19/2025

Comprehensive 
Plan - EE45 Opposed

Written 
comment

1. Evanston is already densely populated, the draft plan shows this quite clearly. It’s surely a small minority who want a big 
increase in density. 
2. Housing costs in Evanston are high due to its desirability of location, our lakefront, presence of Northwestern, suburban feel 
with access to Chicago downtown. We can build thousands of units; they will fill up with people who have the means to pay 
luxury mortgages or rents and want Evanston’s desirability. 
3. We have had two decades of housing construction with no apparent slowing of housing costs.
4.  Our current density already manifests in negative ways. Traffic on Chicago Ave can be brutal. East- west routes like Greenleaf 
turn into one car at a time bottlenecks. It is nearly impossible to turn left at some intersections.
5. Housing affordability is an income problem, not a housing availability problem. Evanston should prioritize efforts to improve 
workers’ earnings and reduce their costs:
a. Incentivize landlords to rent empty store fronts. 
b. Use our bully pulpit to insist that Northwestern pay its staff better. 
c. Improve conditions for commuters by pressuring CTA to add service, accessibility. 

Here is another major theme in the plan that should be more specifically addressed:

The comp plan’s transportation chapter points out numerous deficiencies in public transit, (spotty schedules, L stop 
inaccessibility, lack of bus shelters, etc.,) while very short on solutions or even recommended solutions, yet the plan counts a 
great deal on transit-oriented development to alleviate density issues. Thus, the plan seems very disingenuous in this regard, 
while paying lip-service to a truly significant and growing problem in Evanston.

Finally, the Envision comprehensive plan has no mechanism for permanent affordable housing and it ignores and denies the 
market realities of real estate development in a desirable landlocked and already densely populated community. As a 
consequence, it either inadvertently or deliberately will cause the displacement of lower income residents and renters if the city 
follows the faulty trickle-down affordability logic currently being applied.

Frank Hill 827 Lincoln St 3/19/2025
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Meagan Jones <mmjones@cityofevanston.org>

Remainder of Ch. 3
Jeff Smith <jeff@jefflaw.com> Sat, Mar 15, 2025 at 7:05 PM
To: Meagan Jones <mmjones@cityofevanston.org>, zoning@cityofevanston.org
Cc: cade Sterling <csterling@cityofevanston.org>, ruger Steve <sruger@cityofevanston.org>, Elizabeth Williams
<ewilliams@cityofevanston.org>

Meagan,

Please find attached as a .pdf, with effort to compress for size, my markup of Chapters 4 and 5 to the Comp. Plan.

If these could be distributed to the LUC in advance I’d be grateful, since what I sent last Tuesday on Chs. 1-3
apparently some did not see until the day of the meeting tho I was laboring to avoid that.

Also, markups inherently seem mainly quizzical-to-negative, which may leave the impression that one is negative
about everything. So I have tried to put a number of thumbsups because I do recognize where some good effort is
being done.

If the elephant was not in the room we could all have a better party.

Yours,

Jeff Smith

EE2045PlanChs.4-5JPSmarkup15Mar2025.pdf
3330K

3/17/25, 2:34 PM CITY OF EVANSTON Mail - Remainder of Ch. 3

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=4ec545897d&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f:1826707168665752528&simpl=msg-f:1826707168665752528 1/1

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=4ec545897d&view=att&th=1959c47dd8fb53d0&attid=0.1.1&disp=attd&safe=1&zw
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Meagan Jones <mmjones@cityofevanston.org>

Chs. 6, 7, and 8
Jeff Smith <jeff@jefflaw.com> Tue, Mar 18, 2025 at 2:52 PM
To: Meagan Jones <mmjones@cityofevanston.org>
Cc: zoning@cityofevanston.org, cade Sterling <csterling@cityofevanston.org>, ruger Steve <sruger@cityofevanston.org>,
Elizabeth Williams <ewilliams@cityofevanston.org>

Meagan,

I’m attaching a markup of Chapters 6, 7, and 8 of the Comprehensive Plan for benefit of the LUC and the planning
team. Your distribution appreciated. I understand you already distributed my prior chapter markups incl. Chs. 4-5 sent
Saturday?

More specific discussion is in the markup itself but the high points:

Ch. 6 “Community Systems” is largely uncontroversial but 

— I don’t think schools and sewers go in the same section
— too much emphasis on crisis and disaster
— omission of public library, intentional?
— narrative about public schools is scary
— section about selling assets made my ears stand up

Ch 7 “Getting Around” (what’s wrong with “Transportation?”) is a little unrealistic about car reduction, and zoning relief
won’t actually help active transportation let alone those impacted by a new development’s vehicles. Mass transit’s real
challenges need addressing. But a lot of the text is good. I urge real examination of VMT, it’s a terrible metric and truly
an “urban privilege” stance that also ignores that everyone living car-less in a high-rise is actually totally dependent on
other people’s vehicles for all their life necessities.

Ch. 8 Environment I mainly have some additions (like light pollution, noise pollution monitoring) and tweaks, it’s some
thoughtful work and some good writing. Why not monetize our incentivizing? All the private work done maintaining our
canopy, pollinators, habitat, permeable surface. Etc. goes unthanked and actually costs money.

Yours,

Jeff Smith

EE2045PlanChs.6-7-8JPSmarkup18Mar2025.pdf
6395K

3/18/25, 3:35 PM CITY OF EVANSTON Mail - Chs. 6, 7, and 8

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=4ec545897d&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f:1826963212366637689&simpl=msg-f:1826963212366637689 1/1

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=4ec545897d&view=att&th=195aad5caad1ea79&attid=0.1.1&disp=attd&safe=1&zw
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